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LAKE LEGAL VIEWs
"Regard for the Public Welfare is the Highest Law"

Thin Line Between Love and Hate

Every year when I think of February I think of Valentine’s Day, which is always a holiday I look forward to. 
My husband and I do the same thing every year - we go to dinner at Silvestro’s Depot and then go to the sled riding 
hill where we had our first date (at 16 years old) and where he proposed. If there is snow, we go sled riding, but we 
can’t make that happen every year. 

Being a divorce attorney, most of my clients aren’t happily celebrating on Valentine’s Day. I often find myself 
thinking about them and the thin line between love and hate. When they tell me that the person they are divorcing is 
the worst person in the world, I can’t help but wonder, didn’t at one point you choose this person out of anyone in the 
world to vow to spend the rest of your life with?  I often wonder why it is that way. The majority of the time we have 
fairly neutral feelings about people in the world but certain individuals inspire us to feel passionately about them and 
it can easily go back and forth between love and hate so quickly. I’ve participated as an attorney in hundreds, if not 
thousands, of divorces and I continually want to know more about what makes people cross that line. 

Anyone who knows me knows I love to learn about different studies related to the likelihood of divorce.  My 
one wish that I haven’t seen a study on yet is to have one completed on whether smashing the cake in your spouse’s 
face during the wedding is tied to divorce or not. I have a theory that you are more likely to divorce if you don’t 
smash the cake (but that’s primarily because I smashed it). My theory is that life is messy, so you have to be able to 
have fun with a little mess together. Otherwise, as soon as life gets messy, you will struggle. The counter argument is 
that if you feed the cake respectfully to the other person, it indicates how you will treat them.  I just wonder if I add 
that to the intake questionnaire for my clients if that crosses any ethical guidelines…Happy Valentine’s Day and I 
hope you all stay on the love side of the line. 
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The Lake County Bar Association presents: 

2026 FAMILY LAW SEMINAR
FRIDAY, APRIL 10TH, 2026 

THE EVERLY
8200 Norton Pkwy, Mentor, OH 44060

Application will be made to the Ohio Supreme Court Commission on CLE.

Materials will be provided electronically.  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
LAKE COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION – 2026 FAMILY LAW SEMINAR 

Name: ___________________________________________Email:_______________________________________________________________

Address______________________________________________________________Attorney Registration Number_____________________

RSVP today!!



JUDGE'S CORNER
Another Trip Around The Sun

By: Judge John Eklund, Administrative Judge
Court of Appeals of Ohio, 11th District

A belated, but no less heart-felt, Happy New Year from everyone at the 11th District Court of 
Appeals!  We all wish you a healthy and purposeful 2026 as you continue your fine work as part of our 
shared goal of keeping “Justice for All” a priority in Ohio.

2025 brought a noteworthy change to our Court. In February, we welcomed Ashtabula County’s own Scott 
Lynch to the Court following his election in November 2024.  Judge Lynch has hit the ground running; he is 
a tireless worker and a deep thinker who displays the kind of collegiality that serves us, and The People, 
well.  Welcome Judge Lynch!

I have reported to you in past LLV columns about our Court’s leadership selection process.  In December, 
I was elected Administrative Judge, and Judge Matt Lynch was elected to serve as Presiding Judge, for 
calendar 2026.  As many of you know, Judge Matt Lynch now is our longest tenured Judge on the Court.  We all 
have great confidence in his ability not only to lead panels to which he is assigned, but also to help shape the 
Court’s policies and to lead meetings of the Judges as we act (or choose not to act) on future initiatives.

As Administrative Judge, I will do everything I can to make the appellate process in the 11th District 
as efficient and transparent as it can be.  But, let there be no doubt, our unified objective on the Court is to get 
the cases that come before us right – every time.  As important as expedition and efficiency are, nothing 
surpasses getting it right.  

Our efforts to meet the Ohio Supreme Court’s past mandates and recommendations for preparedness 
and emergency response issues in Ohio Courts are ongoing.  Suffice to say that through the efforts of the 
Court’s committee formed in 2024, our administrative staff and Judges Lucci and Patton who I appointed to 
lead our efforts, we are nearing our goal.

Our record in 2025 on the timely processing of matters before us remains solid.  We continue to be 
within the Supreme Court’s guidance for timely processing of appeals.  

But, one issue has arisen that deserves comment: Requests to postpone scheduled oral arguments.  
To review, we generally give notice of dates scheduled for argument or submission six to ten weeks in advance.  
Your County Clerk of Courts dockets these notices and they are available through ordinary procedures. 
Most importantly, they are explicit: Any request to postpone the argument must be made within 7 days of the 
notice.  See, Local Rule 21(C).

We strive to be mindful of the pressures on counsels’ schedules, and other relevant circumstances, 
in considering timely motions on this issue. However, rescheduling hearings through untimely motions can 
mean months of delay.  Therefore, untimely motions are allowed only “upon a showing of exceptional 
circumstances.”  Id.  So, if a hearing schedule poses a problem, move timely.  If you don’t, an untimely 
motion may not be considered (much less granted) absent the required showing. 



Lake Legal Views is a publication of the Lake County Bar Association. 
Opinions expressed in an article in the Lake Legal Views are those of the author and do not necessarily reflect  the 

views of the staff of the Lake Legal Views or the Officers & Members of the Lake County Bar Association.  

On a related note, let me issue our annual call for all litigants with matters before the Court to think 
seriously about embracing and using our Court-sponsored mediation program.  It has proven effective often 
enough to convince me that it should be on every appellate counsel’s check list of things to explore, particularly 
in civil cases.  Our Administrative Counsel and Court Administrator, Shibani–Sheth Massacci, oversees the 
program, and has earned the confidence of the Court (which I am sure you will share) to make it a productive 
exercise.

Finally, you all know that 2026 will mark the 250th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of 
Independence.  To help celebrate our freedoms and the role our justice system plays in protecting them we are 
reinitiating our “Courtroom in the Classroom” program.  It involves holding oral arguments on active cases in 
high schools throughout the District, along with educational and explanatory materials. Special thanks to Judge 
Lucci for spearheading this effort and the Judges, our staff and local school and law enforcement personnel for 
lending their shoulders to the wheel.

You are all doing important work in the administration of justice in Ohio, and we are all grateful for your 
continued efforts.  Please don’t let up; many hands make light work.



LCBA Meeting Minutes – January 16,2026 
 

 
The meeting was called to order at 12:03 p.m.  
 
Present: Lydia Gross (President); Christopher Tucci (Vice President); Josephine Begin (Treasurer); 
Beckie Castell (Secretary); Jan Bell (Past President); Susan Seacrist (Trustee); Jessica Wright (Trustee); 
Heikki Talikka (Executive Director); 
 
Approval of the Minutes from the December 12, 2025 meeting: Castell moved to approve minutes; 
Begin seconded motion; Motion passed.  
 
Approval of Financial Statement: Due to a technical issue with Quickbooks, the board was unable to 
review December’s financial statements during the meeting. Review will take place during the February 13 
meeting. 
  

OLD BUSINESS 
 
Common Pleas Cafeteria: BVSI has provider who could install vending machines. Building maintenance 
will need to reinstall required electrical connections to run machines. Question as to whether having 
vending machines offering beverages may limit business for cafeteria or snack shop. BVSI has not sent 
waiver to date to allow solicitation of other businesses for providing food service.  Executive Director will 
request waiver.  
 
Family Law Seminar: April 10, 2026 
 
2026 Spring Family Event: Penitentiary Glen. Dates being considered. Pavilion first come, first served. 
 
Lake County Bar Foundation Funding:  Funds requested and promised, have not been received. Follow 
up with Randy Klammer and John Rogers needed.  
 

NEW BUSINESS  
 

2026 LCBA Holiday Social: Event scheduled for January 15, 2026 at Westel’s rescheduled to January 29 
due to weather.   
 
2026 Dues: Renewals received from 192 members to date. There were 244 paid members in 2025. 
 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 

LCBA Podcast: Lydia Gross as first guest to take place by end of January. Name suggestions discussed. 
Candidates for future podcasts discussed.  
 
 
Tucci moved to end meeting, Bell seconded, Motion passed. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 12:52 pm. 





Court of Appeals of Ohio 
Eleventh Appellate District 

   
Ashtabula  Geauga  Lake  Portage  Trumbull 

 

POSITION TITLE:  Judicial Attorney
 
OVERVIEW 
The Eleventh District Court of Appeals is accepting applications for a judicial attorney 
position. The judicial staff attorney is responsible for conducting legal research, reviewing 
legal documents and issues, and drafting memoranda and opinions at the judge’s direction. 
The starting salary range is $90,000 to $105,000, depending on experience, plus benefits. 
 
ESSENTIAL DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 
The following duties are usual for this position. These duties as outlined are not to be 
construed as exclusive or inclusive. Other duties may be required or assigned.  
 

• Conduct legal research on substantive and procedural issues relating to the judge’s 
assigned cases and issues requested by the judge.  
 

• Establish thorough knowledge of relevant portions of assigned case files, review 
parties’ merit briefs, and prepare written memoranda, bench briefs, draft opinions, 
and revisions per the judge’s instructions.  
 

• Cite check and edit documents to produce a polished, professional, final document. 
 

• Attend court hearings and conferences as requested by the judge. 
 

• Research and draft decisions on post-judgment motions, including motions for 
reconsideration, reopening, certification of a conflict, and en banc review. 
 

• Stay current on legal issues and legislation as necessary to perform required duties. 
 

• Attend CLE courses and take all other actions necessary to maintain good standing 
with the Ohio Bar. 
 

• Cooperate with the judges, administrators, and co-workers to accomplish the court’s 
work in the most efficient way possible. 
 

• Perform other duties as assigned by the judges or the court administrator.
 
KNOWLEDGE, SKILLS and ABILITIES 

• Excellent interpersonal skills and ability to communicate effectively, both orally and 
in writing, with judges and staff. 
 

• Thorough knowledge of applicable and relevant laws and rules of practice and 
procedure. 
 

• Proven analytical and legal research skills and attention to detail and accuracy. 
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• Ability to conduct legal research utilizing automated research services. 

 
• Ability to analyze legal questions from different areas of the law and to formulate and 

present recommendations to the assigned judge(s). 
 

• Ability to effectively manage a large case docket and produce work product of 
exceptional quality. 
 

• Ability to complete assigned work without specific direction or instruction regarding 
manner of completion within given deadlines. 
 

• Familiarity with Court operations and procedure. 
 

• Effective time management, reliability, and punctuality. 
 

• Ability to maintain sensitive and confidential information and exercise sound 
discretion and to maintain the highest ethical standards.  
 

• Ability to maintain effective, professional work relationships with co-workers and 
judges. 
 

• Professional appearance and demeanor at all times. 
 
QUALIFICATIONS AND EXPERIENCE 
Requires a Juris Doctor (J.D.) degree and admission to the Ohio Bar.  Applicant must possess 
strong legal research and writing skills and the ability to proofread documents for proper 
grammar, punctuation, and spelling. Requires proficiency with Microsoft Office products, 
internet, Westlaw and other legal research resources. Requires the ability to work 
independently with minimal direct supervision and the ability to prioritize duties.   
 
OTHER 
The normal work hours are 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Salary is commensurate with experience.  
The Court offers health, vision, dental, and life insurance; employer contribution to the state 
retirement plan (OPERS); paid vacation, personal and sick time. 
 
APPLICATION PROCESS 
Qualified Candidates should apply by submitting a cover letter, resume, writing sample, and 
professional references no later than February 16, 2026, to: 
 
Shibani Sheth-Massacci, Court Administrator 
ssmassacci@11thappealohio.us 
Eleventh District Court of Appeals 
111 High Street, N.E. 
Warren, OH 44481 
 
The Eleventh District is an equal opportunity employer that supports an alcohol, drug, and 
violence free work environment. 

mailto:ssmassacci@11thappealohio.us


Court of Appeals of Ohio 
Eleventh Appellate District 

Matt Lynch 

Presiding Judge  

 John J. Eklund 

Administrative Judge 
 

Eugene A. Lucci 

Judge 

111 High Street, N.E., Warren, Ohio 44481 

Telephone:  (330) 675-2650 

Facsimile:  (330) 675-2655 

 

Robert J. Patton 

Judge 
 Ashtabula  Geauga  Lake  Portage  Trumbull  

Scott Lynch 

Judge 

 Shibani Sheth-Massacci 

Court Administrator/Magistrate/ 

Administrative Counsel 

 
January 27, 2026 

 
R E L E A S E 

LAKE  
2025-L-079 STATE OF OHIO, Plaintiff-Appellee v. DALE C. LUCAS, Defendant-

Appellant. 
Judgment affirmed.  See Opinion and Judgment Entry.  [S. LYNCH] (M. LYNCH) 
(EKLUND) 
 CRIMINAL - double jeopardy; allied offenses; R.C. 2941.25; plain 

error; Domestic Violence; Attempted Abduction; felony sentencing; 
sentence contrary to law; consecutive, maximum sentences. 

  
2025-L-089 STATE OF OHIO, Plaintiff-Appellee v. DENNIS V. WELK, JR., 

Defendant-Appellant. 
Judgment affirmed.  See Opinion and Judgment Entry.  [S. LYNCH] (M. LYNCH) 
(EKLUND) 
 CRIMINAL - felony sentencing; contrary to law; consideration of 

factors; remorse; criminal record; R.C. 2929.11 and .12; appellate 
court cannot independently weigh the evidence. 

  
2025-L-114 STATE OF OHIO, Plaintiff-Appellee v. TYRESE PINK JOHNSON, 

Defendant-Appellant.  
Appeal dismissed.  See Judgment Entry. [EKLUND] (LUCCI) (PATTON) 
 
2025-L-130 
 

STATE OF OHIO, Plaintiff-Appellee v. TAYMAR ANWARR DAMOND 
BADLEY, Defendant-Appellant. 

Appeal dismissed.  See Judgment Entry.  [EKLUND] (PATTON) (S. LYNCH)    
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2025-L-145 PHONMANY LOTHY, Plaintiff-Appellee v. TRULINE INDUSTRIES, 

INC. f.k.a. AND/OR d.b.a. TRULINE BEARING CO., et al., Defendant-
Appellant. 

Upon consideration and upon recommendation of the Administrative Counsel, the motion 
to dismiss is hereby granted, and this appeal is hereby dismissed.  See Judgment Entry. 
[EKLUND] (PATTON) (S. LYNCH)    
  
TRUMBULL  
2024-T-0080 SAM LAMANCUSA, TREASURER TRUMBULL COUNTY, OHIO, 

Plaintiff-Appellee v. LESLIE C. WEBB, Defendant, UNKNOWN 
SPOUSE, HEIRS, NEXT OF KIN AND ADMINISTRATORS OF 
LESLIE C. WEBB, et al., Defendant-Appellant. 

Judgment reversed and remanded.  Patton, J., dissents with a Dissenting Opinion.  See 
Opinion and Judgment Entry.  [S. LYNCH] (M. LYNCH] (PATTON) 
 CIVIL - foreclosure; motion to vacate; default judgment; personal 

jurisdiction; service by publication; R.C. 2307.24; Civ.R. 4.4(A)(1); 
reasonable diligence; in rem proceeding; land bank program; 
constitutional taking. 

  
2025-T-0071 IN THE MATTER OF: REQUIREMENTS REGARDING THE 

MAINTENANCE, PROCESSING, AND HANDLING OF 
DOCUMENTS RELATED TO CRIMINAL MATTERS. 

Appeal dismissed.  See Judgment Entry. [EKLUND] (LUCCI) (PATTON) 
  

 
 
 
 



Court of Appeals of Ohio 
Eleventh Appellate District 

Matt Lynch 

Presiding Judge  

 John J. Eklund 

Administrative Judge 
 

Eugene A. Lucci 

Judge 

111 High Street, N.E., Warren, Ohio 44481 

Telephone:  (330) 675-2650 

Facsimile:  (330) 675-2655 

 

Robert J. Patton 

Judge 
 Ashtabula  Geauga  Lake  Portage  Trumbull  

Scott Lynch 

Judge 

 Shibani Sheth-Massacci 

Court Administrator/Magistrate/ 

Administrative Counsel 

 
February 2, 2026 

 
R E L E A S E 

ASHTABULA  
2025-A-0051 STATE OF OHIO, Plaintiff-Appellee v. DAVID M. FORGUS, 

Defendant-Appellant. 
Appeal dismissed.  See Judgment Entry.  [EKLUND] (LUCCI) (S. LYNCH) 
 
GEAUGA  
2025-G-0023 STATE OF OHIO, Plaintiff-Appellee v. LEROY C. THOMPSON, 

Defendant-Appellant. 
Judgment affirmed.  See Opinion and Judgment Entry.  [EKLUND] (M. LYNCH) (S. 
LYNCH) 
 CRIMINAL LAW - Robbery; Misdemeanor Theft; manifest weight of 

the evidence; in-court identifications; credibility and persuasiveness; 
Repeat Violent Offender; R.C. 2929.14(B); not clearly and 
convincingly contrary to law; merger of allied offenses; plain error; 
separate and identifiable harm; separate victims. 

  
LAKE  
2025-L-093 STATE OF OHIO, Plaintiff-Appellee v. CORTEZ O. HOPPER, 

Defendant, (TUROCZY BONDING, et al., Appellants).  
Appeal dismissed. See Memorandum Opinion and Judgment Entry.  [PATTON] (M. 
LYNCH) (S. LYNCH) 

 

 APPELLATE REVIEW – App.R. 5(A); delayed appeal; untimely; non-
defendant; only a defendant may file a motion for delayed appeal. 

  
2025-L-094 STATE OF OHIO, Plaintiff-Appellee v. CORTEZ O. HOPPER, 

Defendant, (CITY BONDING, et al., Appellants). 
Appeal dismissed. See Memorandum Opinion and Judgment Entry.  [PATTON] (M. 
LYNCH) (S. LYNCH) 

 

 APPELLATE REVIEW – App.R. 5(A); delayed appeal; untimely; non-
defendant; only a defendant may file a motion for delayed appeal. 
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2025-L-102 TAYLOR DAY, Plaintiff-Appellant v. INTERNATIONAL HYDRAULICS 

INCORPORATED, Defendant-Appellee. 
Appeal dismissed.  See Judgment Entry. [S. LYNCH] (EKLUND) (M. LYNCH) 
 
2025-L-139 STATE OF OHIO, Plaintiff-Appellee v. VALAUGN D. GRIGGS, 

Defendant-Appellant. 
Appeal dismissed.  See Judgment Entry. [PATTON] (EKLUND) (LUCCI) 
  
PORTAGE  
2024-P-0081 TIMOTHY GRINDER, Plaintiff-Appellee v. MARCELLA A. SCHAAF, 

et al., Defendant-Appellant. 
Judgment affirmed.  See Opinion and Judgment Entry.  [S. LYNCH] (M. LYNCH) 
(EKLUND) 
 CIVIL - contract; summary judgment; mechanic's lien; 1311.06(A); 

affidavit; jurat; notarial certificate; R.C. 147.011(C) and (D); R.C. 
147.542(D); Home Solicitation Sales Act (HSSA); R.C. 1345.21; 
failure to cancel and/or rescind; objections to magistrate's decision; 
Civ.R. 53(D). 

  
2025-P-0063 STATE OF OHIO, Plaintiff-Appellee v. DEOLIA A. DAY a.k.a. DEOLIA 

A. PERRY, Defendant-Appellant. 
Appeal dismissed.  See Memorandum Opinion and Judgment Entry.  [M. LYNCH] 
(EKLUND) (LUCCI) 
 APPELLATE REVIEW - App.R. 5(A); delayed appeal; fails to set forth 

valid reason for delay; reasons do not justify delay of over one year to 
initiate appeal; appellant not diligent in protecting her own rights. 
 

2025-P-0064 STATE OF OHIO, Plaintiff-Appellee v. DEOLIA A. DAY, Defendant-
Appellant. 

Appeal dismissed.  See Memorandum Opinion and Judgment Entry.  [M. LYNCH] 
(EKLUND) (LUCCI) 
 APPELLATE REVIEW - App.R. 5(A); delayed appeal; fails to set forth 

valid reason for delay; reasons do not justify delay of over one year to 
initiate appeal; appellant not diligent in protecting her own rights. 

  
TRUMBULL  
2025-T-0035 STATE OF OHIO, Plaintiff-Appellee v. JOSHUA A. BUTLER, 

Defendant-Appellant. 
Judgment affirmed.  See Opinion and Judgment Entry.  [M. LYNCH] (EKLUND) (LUCCI) 
 CRIMINAL LAW - plea agreement; joint sentencing recommendation; 

not binding on the court; imposition of harsher sentence; Crim.R. 11 
advisements; maximum penalty; knowingly, intelligently, voluntarily. 
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Released 
January 29, 2026 

 
2025-P-0095 TIMOTHY J. HEINZ, Plaintiff-Appellant v. ERADAL INC., et al., 

Defendants-Appellees. 
Appeal dismissed.  See Judgment Entry.  [EKLUND] (LUCCI) (PATTON) 
  

 
 
 
 



LCBA EVENTS

4 Notary Renewal Class

6 New Notary Class

16 Presidents' Day - Office Closed

18 Notary Renewal Class

25 CLE w/ Judge DeLeone

4 Notary Renewal Class

6 New Notary Class

18 Notary Renewal Class

25 CLE - TBD



Securities offered through Raymond James Financial Services, Inc. (Member FINRA/SIPC). Investment advisory
services are offered through Raymond James Financial Services Advisors, Inc. Carver Financial Services, is not a
registered broker/dealer and is independent of Raymond James Financial Services.

T: 440 974 0808 
7473 Center St. Mentor, OH 44060
CarverFinancialServices@RaymondJames.com
CarverFinancialServices.com

We are here for you.

Your Vision. 
Our Priority.

You have clarity on your life goals. You know the lifestyle you want to lead and
the legacy you want to build. It’s our job to get your there. 

We offer bespoke financial planning, wealth management, and asset protection.

At Carver Financial Services, your vision lives at the center of everything we do.

mailto:CarverFinancialServices@RaymondJames.com
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Lake Legal Views 
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Editor
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Judicial Coordinator
Judge John Trebets
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2025 - 2026 LCBA Executive Board

2026 Lake Legal Views Podcast
Have you ever been on a podcast? 

We are in the planning process of producing a Lake 
Legal Views Podcast to debut in Spring 2026. The 
show will be audio only with one episode per month 
hosted by the Executive Director, Heikki Talikka along 
with a current LCBA Member as guest.

If you are interested, email Heikki Talikka for 
additional details: heikki.talikka@lakecountyohio.gov

mailto:heikki.talikka@lakecountyohio.gov
http://www.lakecountyohiobar.com
mailto:barassociation@lakecountyohio.gov
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