
1  

1  

Lake Legal Views 
 “Regard for the Public Welfare is the Highest Law” 

In this Issue: 

 

Front  Page: 
 President’s Column 
 
Page 2: 
 President’s Column (Cont.) 
 Executive Meeting Minutes  
 Sunny Side Announcements 
 
Page 3: 
 Judge’s Article 
  
Pages 4 - 5: 
 Court of Appeals Release 
 
Page 5: 
 President’s Column (Cont.) 
  
Page 6: 
 President’s Column (Cont.) 
 Condolences 
 Note of Thanks 
  
Page 7: 
 Article of Interest (Grendell) 
 Settlement Week 
  
Page 8: 
 Financials 
 Trial Advocacy Seminar 
   
Page 10: 
 Article of Interest (Mitrovich) 
 

Page 11: 
 President’s Column (Concluded) 
 Save The Date 
 
Page 12: 
 Golf Outing 2017 
 
Page 14: 
 Golf Outing Thank you 
 
Page 15: 
 Calendar 
 Special Interest 
 Lunch Forum  
 
Back Page: 
 Office Space 
 Article of Interest (Mitrovich) 
     (Concluded from page 10) 

 Editorial Staff 
 Executive Board Members 
 Contact Information 

 

 

   

 

 

 

1 

LAKE COUNTY 
BAR ASSOCIATION 

Volume 41 Number 10 

October 2017 

PRESIDENT’S COLUMN 

LCBA President 
Brandon D.R. Dynes 

 Retired Judge Joseph Gibson gra-
ciously agreed to allow me to interview him this 
past summer.  I first met Judge Gibson approxi-
mately twenty years ago.  I remember noting 
then, as was always the case and still is to this 
day, that he was impeccably dressed and dis-
played an aura of confidence, competence and 
utmost professionalism.  He was kind, person-
able and beguiling - but in no way beguiling in 
any manner that was deceptive or insincere.   
Judge Gibson is charming and takes a genuine 
interest in those around him.   He is a man of 
principle and justly emboldened by his experi-
ence and successes.  He comes from very 
humble and modest beginnings like the others 
who I have interviewed before him.  Learning of 
his interesting and, at times, trying life experi-
ences, elucidates and clarifies him as a man, 
lawyer and judge.   
 As with all of my interviews, I regret 
that there is not enough space to reflect all that 
is discussed and discovered about each inter-
viewee.   This is another one of those in-
stances.  Judge Gibson spoke openly and ex-
plicitly with me.   He did so as if we were old 
friends enjoying each other’s company and ac-
companied by a cigar and a glass of scotch in 
each hand.   I very much appreciated his can-
dor on a wide range of topics and, as most 
know, I was reminded that his passion for the 
practice of law has few equals.      
 
Where were you born and where did you 
grow up? 
I was born in Cleveland in a Slovenian 
neighborhood.  I was on 72nd Street between St. 
Clair and Superior. My parents had a little deli-
catessen there.  Judge Trebets and I went to 
the same elementary school, Hodge Elemen-
tary, although not at the same time.   When I 
was about 6 years old my mom, dad and aunt 
sold the delicatessen and they moved out to 
Mentor-on-the-Lake.   They bought a bar in 
Mentor-on-the-Lake called Jerry’s Tavern.  My 
mom and dad got divorced about 2 years later. 
My aunt and my mom then ran Jerry’s which 
was a little shot and beer bar.   There was an 
apartment above the bar and that’s where we 
lived. It was a time in history when there were 
very few divorces.  Here there were two women 
who were both divorced running a bar.   There 
just weren’t women running those types of  
 

businesses in those days.  Ultimately, my mom met 
Bill Gibson.  They were married and he adopted me.  
And, the rest as they say. . .  is history. 
 
Tell me a little bit about your childhood. 
I didn’t have a father figure because my dad left.  
However, all these guys that came in the bar be-
came like father figures. The only way to get into our 
apartment was essentially via the bar.  So, every 
day of my life I had to walk through the gauntlet of 
the guys in the bar.  And they all knew me.  I was 
Joey.  If I was playing baseball and was having trou-
ble hitting my mom would ask one of the guys in the 
bar “can you take him down to Salida School and 
teach him how to hit a baseball?”   Teach him how 
to throw a football?  Whatever it may be.  I referred 
to them all as “Uncle.”  Unusual memories.   There 
was this large contingent of ne’er do well guys.   
However, most of them were World War II vets.  
They were mostly hard working guys (almost all of 
them probably drank more than they should have) 
that was the way it was.  Most all of them treated me 
like gold and kept an eye out for me and they took 
great care of me.  When my dad adopted me then I 
had a father figure. I still remained close with those 
guys.  They’ve almost all passed on now.  When I 
think back to my childhood, and I think back to grow-
ing up, all of my memories are intertwined with those 
guys.  The memories of those characters. They 
were characters. 
 
How old were you when you were adopted? 
13. 
 
Did you play sports? 
I played sports until I was in 9th grade.   I got in a little bit 
of difficulty. I got kicked off the football team.  I was not a 
good student.   I was a terrible student.  I was in this 
study hall and was talking - which was  (Continued on page 2) 
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PRESIDENT’S COLUMN (Continued from page 1) 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY WISHES TO: 
 

 Seanna Conway  10/3 
 James Rainone  10/3 
 Cory Hinton   10/6 
 Timothy Kincaid  10/6 
 Sheila Black   10/7 
 Ross DiBello   10/8 
 Kelly Echols   10/8 
 Dennis Fogarty  10/10 
 Richard Hennig  10/10 
 Brooke Kocab  10/10 
 John Hurley, Jr.  10/13 
 Patricia Schraff  10/13 
 Carla Hatoum  10/12 
 Noreen Goldstein  10/15 
 Honorable Joseph Gibson 10/17 
 Mitchell Kaufman  10/17 
 Heather Moseman  10/18 
 Matthew Spangler  10/22 
 Christopher Carney  10/23 
 Susan Richlak  10/23 
 Kenneth Cahill  10/29 
 Charles Coulson  10/29 
 Dale Lefferts   11/1 
 Mary Rayer   11/3 
 Brett Plassard  11/4 

SUNNY SIDE ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 
 
 

EXECUTIVE MEETING MINUTES - AUGUST 2 0 1 7  

 
The meeting was called to order at Pub Frato in Concord Twp. at 12:15 pm by President Brandon Dynes. 
 
In attendance were: President Brandon Dynes, Vice President Paul Malchesky, Secretary Joshua Strickland, Past President Darya Klammer, 
Trustee Anna Parise, Trustee Lori Kilpeck, Trustee Robert Simpson, Dist. 18 Board of Governors Representative Stuart Cordell and Executive 
Director Ruth Ann Shultz.  Treasurer Michael Germano was absent..  A quorum was present. 
 
A Motion was made by Ms. Klammer and seconded by Ms. Kilpeck to approve the minutes of the Executive Committee’s meeting for July, 
2017.  The Motion carried unanimously. 
 
In absence of Treasurer Mr. Germano, a general discussion of the financials was held noting increased revenues from notary fees both from 
increased fees and because more applications have come in.  It was Moved by Mr. Malchesky and seconded by Mr. Simpson to accept the 
Financial report.  The Motion carried unanimously. 
 
The Committee then turned to Old Business.  First to the tabled annual review of Carrie Harps.  After receipt of Ms. Harps self-evaluation re-
port and discussion with the Executive Director it was moved by Ms. Klammer and seconded by Mr. Malchesky to accept the Executive Direc-
tor’s evaluation of Ms. Harps and to provide Ms. Harps with an annual bonus to be paid by the end of the year.  Second, the Committee re-
ceived an update from President Dynes on the Grievance Committee issues first discussed in July. 
 
A discussion was held on Association’s upcoming events, including the golf outing and the District 18 meeting at the Geneva Lodge. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 12:46 pm.  The next meeting is scheduled for September 8th at Noon at Pub Frato in Concord Township. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Joshua J. Strickland, Secretary  

the nature of the way I was.   The teacher in the study hall kicked me out of the study 
hall.  The rule at that time was if you got kicked out of class or study hall then if you 
were on any sporting team you had to get kicked off the team.  So, I went to the coach 
and I said, “Coach, I got kicked out of study hall.” Well, I was his starting guard.  He 
was really good to me.  He said, “Well Joey, no one told us about it so don’t worry 
about it.” So, I’m still playing.  I go back to the study hall about a week or two later and 
the same teacher kicks out two other guys on the team.  Kicked them both out. That 
night when we went to practice the coach got up and said, “Well, I got a note from 
Mrs. So and So and she said that Tim and Ron both got kicked out of class.  You 
know the rules – you two are off the team.”  Right then they ,almost in unison, said, 
“Hey!  What about Joe? He got kicked out too.”  With that the coach called me and 
said I have to let you go.   I was off the team.   My Norman Rockwell moment - that 
moment in my life – my dad had just bought me a new pair of football cleats.  High 
tops.  I wore them to practice the day before and now I’m off the team and now I am 
going home. The practice was at Ridge Memorial. I walked from there down to Mentor
-on-the-Lake.   I didn’t hitch hike.  I just walked with those spikes over my shoulder. 
Kicking rocks. . . crying.  From that point forward I just took the attitude of I will show 
them and I didn’t participate.  
 
I was a bad student.  I was a terrible student.  I had a bad attitude.  In fact, I went to 
Ohio State and the only reason I went there was because my mother insisted I go to 
college.  No one in her family had ever gone to school after high school.   She insisted 
I go to college and I didn’t want to go.  But, at Mentor High School at that time every 
graduated senior would meet with the guidance counselor. There was one guidance 
counselor.  A guy named Wayne Hammond who was a World War II vet.  I went in to 
see him because you had to see him.  He said, “So Joe, what do you want to do when 
you graduate?”  I told him that my mom really wants me to go to college so I am going 
to go to college.  He put his pen down and looked at me and said, “Joe, don’t waste 
your parents’ money.  You’re not college material.”  Nonetheless, off I go and I did well 
my first quarter.  Then the wheels fell off.   I didn’t want to be there.   (Continued on page 5) 



3  

3  

J UDGE’S ARTICLE 

  

 

3 

Judge Richard L. Collins 
Lake County Common Pleas Court 

 
 HB 49, a biennial 
operating budget, was 
signed into law by Governor 
Kasich on June 30, 2017.  
The bill, consisting of over  
3,300 pages, touched on a 
variety of subjects including 
Ohio’s sentencing laws.  
Some of the changes are 
significant and some affect 
Lake County. 

 Under this bill, R.C. 2929.34 was amended to restrict, 
under certain conditions, the sentencing of a person to a prison 
term that is twelve months or less for a fifth degree felony.  See, 
amended R.C. 2929.34(B)(3)(C).  Instead, the person shall serve 
the term in a county jail, workhouse or in a community based cor-
rectional facility.  The counties, in turn, would be at least partially 
reimbursed by the state for the cost of confinement of that person.  
This provision does not apply to persons convicted of fifth degree 
violent felonies, sex offenses, offenses involving trafficking in drugs 
and offenses who have previously been convicted of any felony 
offense of violence, any felony sex offense, or for any sentence 
that is required to be served concurrently to 2929.34(B)(3)(d). 
 This provision does not yet apply to all counties in Ohio.  It 
is limited to two categories of counties.  The provision is mandatory 
for ten “target counties” consisting of Franklin County, Cuyahoga 
County, Hamilton County, Summit County, Montgomery County, 
Lucas County, Butler County, Stark County, Lorain County, and 
Mahoning County.  See, amended R.C. 2929.34(B)(3)(a).  These 
are the top ten counties in population size.  Significantly, Lake 
County is eleventh in population size.  The second category of 
counties is “voluntary counties” in which the county commissioners 
and the administrative judge of the general division of the court of 
agreement but the termination will not take effect until the end of 
the state’s fiscal biennium.  Lake County has not agreed to partici-
pate in this program.  Sentencing of fifth degree felony offenders in 
Lake County will continue as it has in the past.  In reality, fifth de-
gree felons in Lake County are not normally sentenced to prison at 
sentencing except under extraordinary circumstances.  Instead, the 
possibility of prison is used to motivate offenders to successfully 
complete their treatment and community control.  When offenders 
simply refuse to go to treatment or abide by the conditions of their 
community control, prison is imposed.  At this time, there is no 
clear indication that the provisions of amended R.C. 2929.34 will 
become mandatory statewide.  The provisions of amended R.C. 
2929.34 take effect on July 1, 2018. 
 A significant change that does affect Lake County is found 
in amended R.C. 2929.15.  R.C. 2929.15 addresses, in part, com-
munity control sanctions and the consequences for violating com-
munity control.  In particular, R.C. 2929.15(B)(1) addresses the 
penalties courts may impose for community control violations.  The 
court’s ability to extend community control to a maximum of five 
years and/or to impose more restrictive sanctions remains  

unchanged.  See, amended R.C. 2929.15 (B)(1)(a) and (b).  How-
ever, the court’s ability to impose a prison term has been limited in 
R.C. 2929.15(B)(1)(c).  Amended R.C. 2929.15(B)(1)(c) provides: 
 
 (i) If the prison term is imposed for any technical 
 violation of the conditions of a community control
 sanction imposed for a felony of the fifth degree or 
 for any violation of law committed while under a 
 community control sanction imposed for such a
 felony that consists of a new criminal offense 
 and that is not a felony, the prison term shall not 
 exceed ninety days. 
 
The remainder of amended R.C. 2929.15 is generally unchanged.  
Essentially, a prison term imposed for a violation of a community con-
trol sanction that was initially ordered following a conviction for a fifth 
degree felony may not exceed 90 days if the violation is a technical 
violation or a new misdemeanor.  A prison term imposed for a viola-
tion of a community control sanction for a non-violent, non-sex fourth 
degree felony offender may not exceed 180 days if the violation is a 
technical violation or a new misdemeanor.  The amended statute 
does not define “technical violation” but it could be understood to be 
any violation other than a new felony.  The reduced prison sentences 
conflict with or change R.C. 2929.14(A) which specifies a prison term 
of six to twelve months for a felony of the fourth degree.  The 
changes will complicate the dialogue a judge has with a defendant 
about potential penalties during a change of plea and/or sentencing 
hearing.  These changes will become effective September 29, 2017. 
 Another change that is relatively minor is found in amended 
R.C. 2929.20 which concerns judicial release.  An eligible offender 
with a total non-mandatory prison term of less that two years may file 
a motion for judicial release at any time after being delivered to the 
prison or at any time after serving any mandatory prison term.  Previ-
ously the offender had to wait thirty days after arriving at prison be-
fore filing a motion for judicial release.  See amended R.C. 2929.20
(C).  The remainder of the statute is unchanged. 
 The general objective of these changes is to reduce the 
prison population.  Other measures to further this goal may be in the 
future.  If the number of “target counties” is increased, Lake County 
may be the next target county. 

RECENT CHANGES IN OHIO’S CRIMINAL SENTENCING LAW 
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COURT OF APPEALS OF OHIO RELEASE          ELEVENTH APPELATE DISTRICT 

11 1 High  Street , N.E., Wa rren , OH  44 4 81  As h ta bu la , Gea u ga , La ke, Por ta ge, Tru m bu ll Teleph on e (33 0)67 5 -2 65 0
             Fa cs im ile (3 3 0)67 5 -2 65 5  

Dia n e V. Grend ell, Ju d ge Tim oth y  P. Cann on , Ju d ge  Cy n th ia  Wes tcott Rice, Ju d ge     Th om a s  R. Wrigh t, Ju d ge     Colleen  Ma ry  O’Toole, Jud ge 

  July 10, 2017 R E L E A S E  

LAKE  
2017-L-050  ROBERT E. BLASKO, Plaintiff-Appellee v. CITY OF WIL
  LOUGHBY, et al., Defendant-Appellant.  
Upon consideration and upon recommendation of the Administrative Counsel, 
the motion is granted, and the appeal is hereby settled and dismissed. See 
Judgment Entry. [RICE] (CANNON) (WRIGHT)  
 
PORTAGE  
2016-P-0056  PORTAGE COMMUNITY BANK, Plaintiff-Appellee v. VIN
  CENT FAZIO, JR., et al., Defendants, FAIRMOUNT 
  PROPERTIES, L.L.C., Defendant-Appellee, PUB PROP
  ERTIES, L.L.C., Defendant-Appellant.  
Judgment affirmed. See Opinion and Judgment Entry. [CANNON] 
(GRENDELL) (WRIGHT)  
 CIVIL - foreclosure; failure to assert affirmative defense; a party 
 seeking to assert an affirmative defense under a contract must either 
 be a party to the contract or an intended third-party beneficiary of a 
 contract; denial of Civ.R. 60(B) motion is a final, appealable order; 
 failure to timely appeal the denial of a Civ.R. 60(B) motion.  
 

 July 17, 2017  R E L E A S E  
ASHTABULA  
2016-A-0050  NEXGEN ENERGY PARTNERS, LLC, et al., Plaintiffs-
  Appellants v. REFLECTING BLUE TECHNOLOGIES, 
  INC., et al., Defendants-Appellees.  
Judgment affirmed. See Opinion and Judgment Entry. [O’TOOLE] (RICE) 
(GRENDELL)  
 CIVIL - motion to disqualify counsel; abuse of discretion standard of 
 review; Prof.Cond.R. 1.9 and 1.10; law firm; conflict of interest; 
 screening practices; attorney “switched sides.”  
 
2017-A-0016  KIMBERLY RODRIGUEZ, Plaintiff-Appellee v. SANDY 
  FREEMAN, Defendant-Appellant.  
Appeal dismissed. See Judgment Entry. [RICE] (GRENDELL) (WRIGHT)  
 
GEAUGA  
2017-G-0121  WEIJIE LI, Plaintiff-Appellee v. PATRICK A. O'PHELAN, 
  Defendant-Appellant.  
Upon consideration and upon recommendation of the Administrative Counsel, 
the motion is granted, and this appeal is hereby dismissed. See Judgment 
Entry. [RICE] (GRENDELL) (WRIGHT)  
 
LAKE  
2016-L-119,  
2016-L-120 and  
2016-L-121  STATE OF OHIO, Plaintiff-Appellee v. JOHNNY R. 
  MCELROY, JR., Defendant-Appellant.  
Judgment affirmed. Grendell, J., concurs in judgment only. See Opinion and 
Judgment Entry. [O’TOOLE] (GRENDELL) (CANNON)  
 CRIMINAL LAW - pro se motions to receive concurrent sentences; 
 sentence modification; no allegation that sentences had to be 
 modified to correct a void sentencing order or a clerical mistake; 
 trial court lacked jurisdiction to entertain appellant's pro se motions 
 for sentence modification.  
 
2016-L-124  STATE OF OHIO, Plaintiff-Appellee v. JOSEPH A. 
  SANDS, Defendant-Appellant.  
Judgment affirmed. See Opinion and Judgment Entry. [O’TOOLE] 
(GRENDELL) (WRIGHT)  
 CRIMINAL PROCEDURE - pursuant to R.C. 2929.191, a trial 
  
 

 

 

  court can correct post release control by way of a nunc pro tunc 
 judgment entry; engaging in a pattern of corrupt activity and con
 spiracy are separate crimes and a defendant can be convicted 
 and sentenced for each.  
 
2016-L-134  STATE OF OHIO, Plaintiff-Appellee v. TRINA E. SARLI, 
  Defendant-Appellant.  
Appeal dismissed. See Judgment Entry. [CANNON] (RICE) (WRIGHT)  
 
2017-L-009  STATE OF OHIO, Plaintiff-Appellee v. JOSEPH A. 
  SANDS, Defendant-Appellant.  
Judgment affirmed. See Opinion and Judgment Entry. [O’TOOLE] 
(GRENDELL) (WRIGHT)  
 CRIMINAL PROCEDURE - Crim.R. 34; motion for arrest of judg
 ment; res judicata; an indictment for engaging in a pattern of cor
 rupt activity or conspiracy must identify the predicate offenses.  
 
2017-L-018  FIFTH THIRD MORTGAGE COMPANY, Plaintiff- 
  Appellee v. PATRICK M. WALSH, a.k.a. PATRICK 
  WALSH, Defendant, PAULA G. WALSH, a.k.a. PAULA 
  GRACE WEBB WALSH, et al., Defendant-Appellant.  
Upon recommendation of the Administrative Counsel, this appeal is hereby 
dismissed sua sponte for appellant’s failure to prosecute. See Judgment 
Entry. [RICE] (GRENDELL) (WRIGHT)  
 
PORTAGE  
2016-P-0061  STATE OF OHIO, Plaintiff-Appellant v. KEITH A.  
  BOYER, Defendant-Appellee.  
Appeal dismissed. Rice, P.J., dissents with a Dissenting Opinion. See Opin-
ion and Judgment Entry. [GRENDELL] (RICE) (O’TOOLE)  
 CRIMINAL - judicial release; prosecutor’s right to appeal; R.C. 
 2945.67; sentence contrary to law; R.C. 2953.08(B); jurisdiction 
 to hear appeal.  
 

July 24, 2017 R E L E A S E  
ASHTABULA  
2016-A-0061  TRUMBULL TOWNSHIP BOARD OF TRUSTEES, 
  Plaintiff-Appellant v. LAWRENCE RICKARD, et al., De
  fendant-Appellee.  
Judgment reversed and remanded. See Opinion and Judgment Entry. 
[WRIGHT] (GRENDELL) (CANNON)  
 CIVIL - substitution of parties; Civ.R. 25(C); assignment of mort
 gage, note, and assumption agreement; summary judgment; re
 quest for attorney fees; assignee in the shoes of assignor; denial 
 of evidentiary hearing constitutes abuse of discretion.  
 
2017-A-0020  STATE OF OHIO, Plaintiff-Appellee v. HAROLD V. 
  MCCABE, JR., Defendant-Appellant.  
Appeal dismissed. See Judgment Entry. [RICE] (CANNON) (WRIGHT)  
 
2017-A-0032  STATE OF OHIO, Plaintiff-Appellee v. TYRICE STACK
  HOUSE, Defendant-Appellant.  
Appeal dismissed. See Memorandum Opinion and Judgment Entry. 
[WRIGHT] (CANNON) (O’TOOLE)  
 APPELLATE REVIEW - App.R. 5(A); delayed appeal; notice of 
 appeal must be filed concurrently with motion for delayed appeal.  
 
LAKE  
2016-L-080  EMILY JACOBS AND JAMES GLAVIC, INDIVIDUALLY 
  AND ON BEHALF OF ALL OTHERS SIMILARLY SITU
  ATED, Plaintiffs-Appellees v. FIRSTMERIT CORPORA
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  TION, et al., Defendants-Appellants.  
Appeal dismissed. See Judgment Entry. [RICE] (GRENDELL) (WRIGHT) 
 
2017-L-065  STATE OF OHIO, Plaintiff-Appellee v. CHRISTOPHER 
  T. FERN, Defendant-Appellant.  
Appeal dismissed. See Judgment Entry. [RICE] (CANNON) (WRIGHT)  
 
PORTAGE  
2016-P-0045  PHYLLIS KNIGHT, EXECUTRIX OF THE ESTATE OF 
  PEGGY J. YOUNG, DECEASED, Plaintiff-Appellee v. 
  ALTERCARE POST-ACUTE REHABILITATION CEN
  TER, INC., et al., Defendants-Appellants.  
Judgment reversed in part, remanded in part, and dismissed in part. 
Grendell, J., concurs in part and dissents in part, with a Dissenting Opinion. 
See Opinion and Judgment Entry. [RICE] (GRENDELL) (CANNON)  
 CIVIL - breach of contract; stay; pending arbitration; denial of mo
 tion for summary judgment; nursing home; binding arbitration;
  decedent's representative; facility; wrongful death; statute of limi
 tations, statutory beneficiary; agree to arbitrate; through contract 
 to which beneficiaries were not signatories; beneficiaries have 
 independent right to prosecute wrongful death; consent to  arbi
 trate is of no consequence without a claim to arbitrate; no third-
 party beneficiary status; denial of summary judgment not a final 
 appealable order.  
 

July 31, 2017  R E L E A S E  
ASHTABULA  
2017-A-0036  IN RE: K.R.C.  
Appeal dismissed. See Judgment Entry. [RICE] (GRENDELL)(CANNON)  
 
GEAUGA  
2016-G-0061  STATE OF OHIO, Plaintiff-Appellee v. JULIE A. 
PHELAN,   Defendant-Appellant.  
Judgment reversed and remanded. O’Toole, J., concurs with a Concurring 
Opinion. See Opinion and Judgment Entry. [WRIGHT] (RICE) (O’TOOLE)  
 CRIMINAL LAW - Evidence; hearsay; admissible when not pre
 sented for truth of the matter asserted; admissible to establish mo
 tive or bias; reversible error.  
 
LAKE  
2017-L-040  STATE OF OHIO, Plaintiff-Appellee v. LAW 
  RENCE D. DIXON, Defendant-Appellant. Judgment 
affirmed. See Opinion and Judgment Entry. [WRIGHT] (RICE) (CANNON)  
 CRIMINAL - JAIL-TIME CREDIT - appeal from denial of second 
 motion for jail-time credit; same argument as in first motion; res 
 judicata applies. 
 
2017-L-051 2017-L-052 2017-L-053 2017-L-054 2017-L-055 2017-L-056 
2017-L-057 2017-L-058 &  
2017-L-059  STATE OF OHIO, LAKE COUNTY HUMANE SOCIETY, 
  Plaintiff-Appellee v. DAVID TAYLOR, Defendant- Apel
  lant 
Appeals dismissed. O’Toole, J., concurs in part and dissents in part with a 
Concurring/Dissenting Opinion. See Memorandum Opinion and Judgment 
Entry. [GRENDELL] (RICE) (O’TOOLE)  
 APPELLATE REVIEW – R.C. 2505.02; Crim.R. 32(C); criminal 
 entry must contain conviction and sentence; State v. Lester, 130 
 Ohio St.3d 303, 2011-Ohio-5204, followed.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRESIDENT’S COLUMN  

None of my friends were in college - they were all working and making 
money.   
 
What did you do next? 
I came home and got a job at a company called Z&W Manufacturing 
down on Lakeland Blvd. in Wickliffe. I worked in the inspection depart-
ment there and I worked there a little over a year.  I started working 
there making a $1.72 an hour and a year later I got a second raise and 
I was making $1.97 an hour.  So, I had gotten a $.25 cent raise in a 
year’s time.  I went to my boss and told him I needed a raise.  He told 
me I had gotten a raise twenty-one weeks ago.  I told him that if I don’t 
make over $2.00 per hour then I might as well go somewhere else.   
The owners were Slovenian guys. They were multimillionaires and 
would bring over Slovenians, Croatians, and all these Eastern Euro-
pean Slavic people and they would sponsor them to come over to 
work for them and these people never wouldn’t work.  They would 
work overtime. They just wanted to make money.  He said I’ll go ask 
about your raise.  The next day I asked how it turned out.  He said, 
“Well, I would suggest you quit.”   I asked, “Why?”   He told me that if I 
don’t quit that he was going to get rid of me.   He told me that the own-
ers told him to get rid of me because I was a troublemaker. So, I got 
fired. 
 
What did you do then?  
Then I started to look for another job.  There was a guy that used to 
come in the bar and his name was Jack Neff. He had a trucking com-
pany for sand and gravel in Wickliffe.  He was another character. He 
was a portly guy and always had a cigar in his mouth. . . and ashes all 
over himself.  He made a lot of money though.   He would regularly 
stop at Jerry’s Tavern on his way home.  He offered to hire me.   I 
ended up driving a truck for him.  I worked there just about a year.  
Then, in December of 1963 or 1964 he said to me, “Here’s your pay-
check, here’s your Christmas bonus, and here’s your severance pay.”  
I said, “Jack, you are firing me?”  (I loved this job - I was driving this 
big double axel truck).  I started arguing with him and he said, “Look, 
you little ----, if you’re arguing with me I’m going to take back the sev-
erance pay and the Christmas bonus.”   I asked him “Why” one last 
time and he said to me, “You’re too -------  smart to be a ------- truck 
driver all your life. Get out of here and make something of yourself.”   
So, he fired me. 
 
Off I go and I don’t have any money coming in now and don’t know 
what I am going to do. So, one thing leads to another and I decided I 
would try to go back to college. I couldn’t get in anywhere but Kent.   I 
got involved in a fraternity at Kent which changed my whole life and 
then graduated from Kent. 
 
Remarkable.   
One day, while working as a prosecutor, I found myself by Jack’s 
place so I stopped in to say hello and to thank him.  I walked in and 
said, “Hi Jack, how you doing?   I have to tell you, I have never ever 
come back to thank you for what you did for me.  I just wanted to say 
thank you.  I appreciate that you let me go. You truly did change my 
life.”   He looked up at me and said,  “You little ----, if you really wanted 
to thank me you wouldn’t have filed for unemployment.”  Typical of 
him.   
 
      (Continued on page 6) 
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CONDOLENCES 

 
Please extend your condolences to bar member, 
Joseph Weiss on the passing of his mother,  
Jeretta “Jerry” A. Weiss. Our thoughts and prayers are 
with the family at this time of sorrow. 
 

NOTE OF THANKS  
 
From the family of Jerry Weiss: 
 
Dear Friends, 
Thank you for the beautiful flowers for my mother. 
 

What did you do after graduating from Kent?   
My first jobs after graduating from college: I taught school; I worked as 
a credit manager; and I was a plant personnel manager. 
 
Where did you go to law school? 
I went to night law school. At that time it was Cleveland Marshall and it 
was in an old building where the Justice Center is now. They tore the 
building down. It was just an office building and the law school was 
there. 
 
I went at night and the first year I was also teaching school.  I taught 4th 
grade at St. Clair School in Painesville. Then I got married and went to 
work for a paint company on the west side of Cleveland.   I was credit 
manager for not quite a year then the personnel department contacted 
me and asked if I wanted to be Plant Personnel Manager with a 250 
man union. I worked there doing that. That was fun.   
 
I have this theory.  You know as well as anyone else, when you are 
practicing law there are some days that are really not good. But, if you 
want to dwell on that, that they are really not that good then they really 
aren’t that good.   But, if you convince yourself and say this is not as 
bad as digging ditches or climbing trees then it is pretty good.  Maybe I 
have just finally mastered the art of b.s.’ing myself. 
 
But you know something - when you’re slinging asphalt, rolling asphalt, 
and you go home at the end of the day and take that shower, and drink 
a beer or lemonade or whatever your drink of choice was at the time, 
nothing tasted any better.  It was good. It wasn’t all that bad.  
 
Physical work is the easiest thing to recover from. It’s the mental work 
that takes forever.  The physical work is when you are tired but the 
mental work fatigues you. When you are fatigued you don’t bounce 
back - you can’t just take a shower and have dinner and go out and go.  
It’s with you all day. 
 
You worked for John T. Corrigan the longtime, famous prosecutor 
in Cleveland.  What was that experience like?   
I did. Best boss I ever had in my entire life and I had some good bosses 
too.  The unfortunate thing is that as he grew older he developed Alz-
heimer’s.  Any negative publicity you hear about John T. is from when 
he aged. But he was a good man.  Oh was he a good man.  He was 
one of those people who, if you were working up a case and if some-
thing bad happened on the case – the case fell apart, a bad verdict 
came back and there’s going to be bad press about that, you would 
report to him and you would tell him that the reporters are out front and 
want to talk to someone about the case. He would say, “You stay here, 
I will take care of that.” He would go and he would take all the heat.   
Same scenario - something was good or something was positive then 
he would say, “No, you go ahead.   

I’ll stay here.”  You would go out and receive all of the accolades.  
That’s the way it’s supposed to be. He would let you take the 
praise and he would always take the heat.  Every time I am down 
at the old Lakeside courthouse I always walk out and say hello to 
the statue of him. 
 
Ultimately, you ended up back in Lake County.     
Yes, I was downtown in a pure partnership.  We started off down-
town.  About two or three years into it, I had moved to Lake 
County.    All of my business was Lake County business.  I was 
getting Lake and Geauga.  I started seeing everybody at my house 
and that was difficult with my two children there.  So, then we 
opened a Lake County office.  I would just open the door when 
people came in. Then we set up phones.  Then we did a little more 
and had an official office in Mentor. 
 
How many children do you have? 
Two children.  My daughter was born in my senior year at law 
school and my son was born two years later.  My daughter lives in 
Cincinnati with two grandsons:  Joe and Jake who are 13 and 10. 
My son lives in Pittsburgh with one grandson, Alek, and one on the 
way. 
 
That law firm changed a bit with some of the members. . . but 
ultimately remained the same? 
The basics of the firm never changed.  At our peak we probably 
had ten lawyers working there.  Nine or ten lawyers, and a compa-
rable support staff.  It was a great time.  Better than I ever ex-
pected my life would be.   
 
What made you finally decide, or what was the impetus to run 
for judge? 
Every lawyer thinks about being a judge. That’s not a secret.  You 
always do that. But, there are so many reasons that you don’t. One 
of the reasons you don’t is if you think the person who is there is 
doing a good job why would you displace them.  It doesn’t make 
any sense. So, I never felt there was a need to run against anyone 
that was on the bench.   I never considered it until Judge Mitrovich 
was retiring and a seat was opening up.  I just looked at it as this 
profession has treated me better than I deserved to be treated and 
the least I could do is do the same for it and I felt that I would do a 
good job. I had no idea how much I was going to like it - I swear to 
you. If I had any idea how much I was going to like it I would have 
done it sooner.  I really would have. 
 
Do you feel like you would have let some clients down or let 
the firm down a little bit in light of your success and respect 
as a lawyer? 
I think you probably would. I don’t think doing that would have been 
beneficial to your partners or be beneficial to your clients.  I got 
calls from clients when I was on the bench all the   (Continued on page 
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SETTLEMENT WEEK 
 

Lake County Common Pleas Court Settlement Week:  
DECEMBER 4 - DECEMBER 8, 2017  
 
The Lake County Common Pleas Court’s “Settlement Week” reduces judge’s dockets, speeds up the judicial docket for remain-ing cases, 
and provides closure to pending cases through the assistance of lawyers who mediate cases pre-selected by the Lake County Common 
Pleas judges.  
 
Attorneys at Reminger Co., LPA have headed up the Settlement Week efforts in Lake County for the past 8 years. Settlement Week is 
scheduled for December 4, 2017 through December 8, 2017. For more information, or to volunteer as a mediator, please contact Reminger 
attorneys Russell J. Meraglio, Jr. at rmeraglio@reminger.com or Allison M. McMeechan at amcmeechan@reminger.com . 
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ARTICLE OF INTEREST 
 

Emancipation of Child Now Means Child Support Protection for  
Obligor Parent State v. Pittman, 150 Ohio St.3d 113, 79 N.E.3d 531, 2016-Ohio-8314 

 
By: Judge Timothy J. Grendell, Geauga County  

Probate/Juvenile Court 
 

 Obligor Father A has two children – ages 13 and 15 - with a total monthly child support obligation of $450.00 and an unpaid support 
arrearage of $18,000. 
 Obligor Mother B has two children – ages 18 and 19 - with a now expired total monthly child support obligation of $450.00 and an 
unpaid support arrearage of $18,000. 
 The local county prosecutor obtained indictments against Obligor Father A and Obligor B Mother for felony nonsupport.  R.C. 
2919.21. 
 Prior to December, 2016, both Obligor Father A and Obligor Mother B would either plea or go to trial and, if convicted, could receive 
jail time and/or a fine if it was proven that the obligor noncustodial parent missed payments for 26 weeks out of a consecutive 104-week pe-
riod. 
 After an Ohio Supreme Court ruling on December 23, 2016, Obligor Father A would still face prosecution, but Obligor Mother B could 
no longer face felony criminal nonsupport prosecution after the children turned 18 years old. 
 In State v. Pittman, 150 Ohio St.3d 113, 79 N.E.3d 531, 2016-Ohio-8314, the Ohio Supreme Court ruled that nonsupport paying par-
ents could not be prosecuted for nonpayment of court ordered child support once the child or children have reached the age of 18 years old. 
 The Court based its opinion on its interpretation of the use of the present tense in the phrase “is legally obligated to support” pres-
ently in the statute, holding that a current child support obligation is a statutory prerequisite to a felony nonsupport prosecution. 
 While the ruling appears to be technically correct, based on the language currently in the statute, the end result is highly problematic 
and begs for a statutory clarification. 
 As demonstrated by the plights of Obligor Father A and Obligor Mother B above, the nonsupporting parent’s criminal culpability rests 
not on his or her conduct, but simply on the aging of the supported children.  Why should a nonpaying obligor parent receive a windfall simply 
because the child or children grow up?  Some unscrupulous parents may seek to circumvent culpability for nonsupport conduct by avoiding 
service or leaving the jurisdiction until a child turns 18.  The potential for mischief is extremely high.  Prosecutors, on the other hand, will have 
to proceed with felony prosecutions at an earlier time in the process to prevent prosecution preclusion under Pittman.  This will foreclose the 
prosecutor’s option to pursue less draconian prosecutorial means for child support enforcement before seeking felony charges.   
 The Ohio Legislature can address the situation with a simple language fix in the statute.  State Senator Bill Coley of Butler County is 
reported to be considering the introduction of a bill to implement such a statutory change.   
 Deciding whether to reinstate the ability of counties to pursue felony charges against nonsupporting parents, when appropriate, de-
spite the age of the child, is a matter worthy of the Ohio Legislature’s time and consideration. 

 Until such legislative action is taken, Pittman is the law in Ohio. 
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LAKE COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION 

FISCAL YTD PROFIT & LOSS STATEMENT 

JUNE 1, 2017 THRU AUGUST 31, 2017 

 

INCOME 

401-Bar Roster          25.00 

402-Dues                  1,150.00                 

404-Interest Income       195.81 

405-Lake Legal Views Ads                1,130.00 

407-Notary Fees                11,303.50 

408-Referral Fees                     630.00 

409-Weekly Lunch                 1,390.00 

410-Miscellaneous Income      488.73 

412-Golf Outing                21,785.00 

413-Seminar 

              414-Common Pleas Seminar          125.00 

 426-Family Law   15.00    

Total 413-Seminar       140.00  

416-Law Day                       75.00 

450-Annual Meeting                     775.00 

TOTAL  INCOME               39,088.04 

 

EXPENSE 

601-Accounting Fees       620.00 

604-Bank Charges       310.51 

608-Flowers & Memorials       100.00 

609-Golf Outings                              19,599.39 

611-Employee Retirement                    833.34 

613-Insurance-Health                 5,261.20 

620-Law Day                       75.00 

622-Lunch Payments                 1,086.88 

631-Office Expense                    188.27 

634-Office Supplies                    301.40 

637-Payroll Taxes                 1,560.44 

639-Postage Machine Rental & Ink                   188.32    

640-Postage                     591.97 

642-Seminars 

 655-Family Law   66.70 

 657-Real Estate   25.00 

              660-Common Pleas Seminar            25.00  

Total 642-Seminars       116.70 

643-Yellow Pages                     384.00 

646-Travel Reimbursement                    305.50 

647-Rent                                2,534.94 

648-Telephone                        15.20 

650-Wages                 18,475.25 

662-Website          50.00 

664-Meet Your Judge         25.00 

679-Board Meeting Expense        44.00 

680-Annual Meeting Expense                 1,586.27 

TOTAL EXPENSE                             54,253.58 

 

NET ORDINARY INCOME                           -15,165.54 

 

NET INCOME    $                       -15,165.54 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  FISCAL YTD BLALANCE SHEET 

Fiscal YTD as of July 31, 2017 

 

ASSETS 
Total Current Assets          $              79,343.86 

 

Total Other Assets 

 210-Interest Receivable                                60.75 

 

TOTAL ASSETS          $              79,404.61 

LIABILITIES & EQUITY 

Total Current Liabilities          $                 2,118.44 

 

 

EQUITY 

Retained Earnings          $              92,451.71 

Net Income                        -  15,165.54 

 

TOTAL EQUITY          $              77,286.17 

 

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY    $               79,404.61         

 

Lake County Criminal Defense Lawyers Association 
Presents 

 
The 2017 Annual Trial Advocacy Seminar 

 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2017 

LAKE METROPARKS 

Environmental Learning Center 
7250 Alexander Road 
Concord, OH 44077 

 http://www.lakemetroparks.com/about-us 
 

Registration & Welcome 8:30a.m. 
Presentation 9:00 a.m. 
Adjournment 5:15 p.m. 

 
SPACE AVAILABLE 

Limited to those with some criminal defense practice. 

 
$100 / person 

includes continental breakfast & light lunch 

 
R.S.V.P. AND PAY IN ADVANCE 

Payable to:  
Lake County Criminal Defense Lawyers Association 

7482Center Street, Suite 6 

Mentor, Ohio 44060 

Tele. 440-974-8484, Fax 440-255-6112,  

reception@klammerlaw.com 

www.klammerlaw.com  

 
Application has been made to the Supreme Court Commission on  

Continuing Legal Education for 7.0 hour(s) instruction. 

 

TRIAL ADVOCACY SEMINAR 

http://www.lakemetroparks.com/about-us
mailto:jrklammer@klammerlaw.com
http://www.klammerlaw.com
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ARTICLE OF INTEREST        
  

                     WHY THE MONUMENTS SHOULD GO   

              By Judge Paul H. Mitrovich (Ret.) 

 

      One of the hot political and social topics currently is whether   monuments commemorating Southern heroes ought to be removed 
from public places.  
 Many cities in the South are trying to do the right thing and are removing the monuments. This is being done in a spirit of unity for 
the country.  It has not been an easy process and the path has been marred by violence and unrest.  Unity is far from achieved.  There are 
demands to remove statues of other persons who are wrongdoers in one form or another. To extend that argument in this commentary would 
be beyond the scope intended here.  The intention here, is to limit the discussion to Confederate monuments only. 
 If one were to argue the monuments are historical and should remain as part of the history of our country, I would agree.  The issue, 
however, does not stop there.  The issue is deeper and more profound from the view point of African-Americans who suffered under slavery 
and suffer to this day because of discrimination and bigotry.  Their view is that the monuments are symbols of oppression and every day 
those symbols are present to remind African-Americans that they are still discriminated against by those who support and revere the sym-
bols. 
 President Trump says we should be careful when we begin to dismantle history by taking down monuments. He has a point as when 
the monuments are gone, the public begins to forget the history. This assumes, of course, that the monuments represent a truthful history.  
But, dismantling history is not what is happening.  Rather, it is presenting a true version of what the Civil War was all about.  If the issue is 
analyzed from a legal perspective  we arrive at a completely different view than the popular romantic historical view.  Jefferson Davis, Robert 
E. Lee, Stonewall Jackson, etc., and all those who voted for, participated in, or supported the rebellion were “TRAITORS.”  These men   were 
criminals as they made war on a sovereign and duly elected government to perpetuate the immoral institution of slavery.  They called it an 
act of freedom but, in reality, it was motivated by greed and greed required keeping four million people in bondage.   Keeping humans in 
chains is not heroic nor noble. The acts of rebellion were treason then and would be treason today.  The rebels were lucky that the politics of 
the day saved then from having their necks stretched on the gallows. But, at the time, everyone knew what these men were. 
 These rebels in their bid to support their greed caused the deaths of 750,000 Americans, countless wounded, loss of billions in 
treasure and millions in property to say nothing of the loss of civilian life.  If this were to occur today, they would be tried in an international 
court for War Crimes.    Others have done far less and suffered the death penalty or life in prison. 
   The Anti Bellum South was a repressive society for slaves as well as Whites.  Violence was necessary to instill fear and fear was 
necessary to keep the slaves in line.  With four million slaves and five million Whites, the 1779 massacre of all Whites in Santo Domingo and 
the 1830 rebellion of Nate Turner were ever present in the minds of the slave-holders.  Repression continued for all southern citizens during 
the Civil War.  To speak in favor of the Union or against the Confederacy or its leaders, could lead to hanging, imprisonment or beating.  A 
favorite punishment was hanging by the thumbs.  The Confederacy executed some three hundred people   for disloyalty.  After the war, the 
White Supremacists sought to regain political power by violence.  Again, they killed, hanged and burned former slaves until they regained 
power and Reconstruction failed.  During this period, the Supremacists   actively worked to suborn and undermine the U.S. Constitution’s 
13th, 14th and 15th Amendments.  They were successful in re-enslaving the former slaves as if the Civil Wear had not been fought.  This en-
slavement lasted until the Civil Rights Movement of the 1960’s but it did not end and continues today. 
 Immediately after the Civil War, the “Lost Cause” was not considered noble or heroic.  It was viewed for what it was, a rebellion and 
its leaders as criminals. But as states were readmitted to the Union   and the Whites forced power from the former slaves, the Whites became 
emboldened.  The Supreme Court also aided in the state’s struggle to regain power by making a series of decisions, such as the Slaughter   
House Cases ,  United States v. Cruikshank, United Sates v. Reece and Plessy v .Ferguson.  These cases held that the Federal Constitution 
did not apply to the states and the Federal government was precluded from involvement in state matters.  Additionally. States were free to 
discriminate against its citizens but the Federal government could not.  This meant the protections of the 13th, 14th and 15th Amendments 
were a nullity within the states.  Thus, within the state, the former slave was not a citizen, did not have the equal protection of the law and 
was not guaranteed the right to vote.  These decisions restored States Rights to the South.  The South went wild with joy.  It had won the 
Civil War and above all, it had a free hand in subjugating the black population.   
 It was during this period that the Supremacists   realized the “Lost Cause” was not so lost and began honoring their leaders and 
creating the myth.  Immediately after the Civil War, Jefferson Davis was a pariah among his own people because they feared Yankee retalia-
tion.  In the late 1870’s, however, Davis and his cohorts, were once again riding high as the heroes of the “Lost Cause,. which was touted as 
noble and honorable.  To honor these new-found heroes, monuments were constructed throughout the South.  ,Concurrently,  an additional 
phenomenon  was occurring.  As in all wars, the more time that lapses from the conflict, and as the veterans age, they tend to discount their 
suffering and loss of comrades.  There is a tendency to forgive and move on.  So, as the veterans of the war aged and began dying off, they 
looked upon each side as” brothers in arms.”   The White public picked up on this attitude and sighed in relief that we are once again, one. As 
a result, writers romanticized the conflict until today we all look upon the war not as a terrible scar on our history but a period in which heroes 
existed on both sides and are to be honored. 
 But we are not one.  We are a “House Divided”   where symbols are publicly  displayed that say one human has a right to enslave 
another.  Few Americans would tolerate the erection on public property   of a Swastika or a statue of Hitler because these symbols create in 
our minds a terrible war in which 405,000 Americans died and 671,000 were wounded.  Hitler and everything connected with his regime sym-
bolize hate, oppression, murder and injustice. So too, the Southern monuments are symbols of hate, oppression, murder and injustice.  

10 

*Opinions expressed in this article are 
those of the author and do not necessarily 
reflect the views of the staff of Lake Legal 
Views or the officers and members of the 
Lake County Bar Association. 
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for the first couple years.   I think a couple of things:  1) I don’t know that I really realized how much pressure is in the practice of law until I 
got away from it; and 2) I got on the bench and the daily pressure that you have is gone. You don’t have to worry about getting business and 
keeping clients happy.   You don’t have to worry about overhead, payroll, and all those kinds of things. You don’t have, at least we didn’t 
have available at the firm I was in, the resources that you have when you are on the bench.   And, it’s kind of nice to know your paycheck is 
going to come every month regardless of what you do.   And, it’s kind of nice to know your health insurance is going to be paid for and it is 
going to be very good.  All those things that you worry about, that’s all gone.  I think practicing attorneys have the most pressure of anyone 
involved in the legal system.  That’s my opinion.  When you are on the bench the pressure you have is nowhere near the pressure you have 
in private practice - in my opinion. 
 
Did you ever have any particular fear for your safety? 
No. I don’t know if it’s naiveté.  I have always felt that I have always been accessible my whole life time. My phone number has always been 
listed and I always had my home phone number on my business card as well as my business number. I have always been accessible to any-
one who wants me. I think that if there is. . . I think if you treat people respectfully whether you are a lawyer, whether you are a carpet in-
staller, whether you are a bartender, or whether you are a judge, if you treat people with respect, I think generally that they may not like what 
you have done or not like or agree with you, but if you treat them with respect, they may not be angry with you to the point that they would 
want to do you physical harm. 
 
The flip side of that is always true.   I think if you treat them disrespectfully, I think they are more inclined to do something.   No, I never had 
that problem.  It is just the risk.  I think you, as a lawyer, have just as much the same situation. 
 
What would you consider some of your biggest achievements or honors in your career? 
Oh, getting elected Judge.  Personally, there is nothing greater than your children. You take great joy in watching your children.  In my case, 
my wife and my two kids and their accomplishments and knowing that I had a little bit to do with it, very little in that regard, that’s wonderful.    
Professionally speaking, being elected judge, having a successful career as an attorney.  I think creating a person that my mother and father 
would have been proud of.   My mother died when I was very young.  My mother died in 1965. So, I was 22 years old.  My mom never even 
saw me graduate from college.   She had to be scratching her head wondering what the hell she had done.  Bill Gibson, who I considered to 
be my father, he saw the end result of his efforts.  He changed my life. His example was so good and so strong.  
 
What did you enjoy most about being a judge? 
Trying cases when there were good lawyers in trial.  That is clearly…that is clearly the most…that’s like watching a movie that is made for 
you and you are the only one who can see it.  There were others in the court room but no one sees it and appreciates it like the court does 
and you’re sitting up there trying to figure out how would you do it? What would you do differently? Where are they going, what are they trying 
to accomplish? Is the jury buying it, are they not buying it? That’s the best part, I mean that’s just...you’re nervous at times because you hope 
you are up to it, but once it gets started…it’s no different; it’s no different at all than when you are in private practice and you are nervous 
before the trial starts.  However, once the door closes, the jury comes in, the nervousness is gone. You’re still nervous but it’s a totally differ-
ent thing. It’s no different when you are on the bench and that is the most enjoyable part. The other thing I think is that it’s enjoyable helping 
the lawyers solve problems.  Helping people solve problems. I think that was a lot of fun. 
 
What hobbies and interests do you have? 
I love to fish.  Play bocce.  Gardening.  Grandkids.  I enjoy reading – pretty much whatever my wife suggests I read.  She has a great appre-
ciation for what I like.  I read a lot of books about lawyers too  -stories that people expect lawyers to read and be familiar with.   
 
As I stated at the outset of this article, I regret that I had to limit the interview.  I regret that I’ve had to limit all of the interviews I’ve done so far 
because there are so many stories, anecdotes, interesting characters, experiences, etc. that I think you, the reader, would enjoy as much as I 
have as they were being told to me.   
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SAVE THE DATE 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

REAL ESTATE SEMINAR 

Friday November 3, 2017 

Probate Hearing Room 

2nd Floor Courthouse West Annex 

25 North Park Place 

Painesville, OH  44077 

MEET YOUR JUDGE 

Honorable Colleen Falkowski 

Wednesday November 8, 2017 

12:00 noon - 1:00 p.m. 

Lake County Domestic Relations 

47 North Park Place 

Painesville, OH  44077 

PROCRASTINATOR’S SEMINAR 

Saturday December 2, 2017 

Hellriegel’s Inn 

1840 Mentor Avenue 

Painesville, OH  44077 
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GOLF OUTING - Manakiki Coun try  Club, Willough by  
Augus t  3 0 , 2 0 1 7  
 

 After being in charge of the golf outing for 17 years, I finally won the raffle drawing’s grand prize of the 55” TV!  That has helped 
take the pain away from winning the prize for worst male golf team at the outing.  Unfortunately, the TV did not help my playing partners of 
David Sternberg and Gary Rosenthal.   I debated about listing the winners of the worst mixed team being Jodi Tomaszewski, Kristen 
Kraus, Stacy Callen and Pat Murphy.  I’m still not sure if they will appreciate it, but I guess it’s too late now. 
 
 What you do want to know is the winner of low gross.  Men’s low gross with a score of 61 went to John Thomas, Derek Smith, 
Joseph Baker and Mark Krasner.  Low gross mixed, with a score of 59 went to Rob Somogyi, Jan Bell, Brian DeLisio and Jay Ujczo.  It’s 
obvious who is in the office and who’s on the golf course day after day. 
 
 We had 136 golfers on a beautiful summer day at Manakiki Golf Course on August 30, 2017.  The dinner was excellent and the 
raffle prizes, as always, were the best of any golf outing, thanks to Rob Somogyi.  Obviously, if he’s not on the golf course he is shopping 
for raffle prizes. 
 
 The outing could not have been arranged without the help of Ruth Ann and Carrie and I thank them for their valuable assistance.  
A special thanks to Beachwood Porsche for sponsoring the hole-in-one contest and to the following companies who were on the golf 
course and provided a refreshing break from golf and well-needed refreshments (which did not help my group’s golf game):    Aligned Chi-
ropractic, Metro Appraisal, Fanucce’s Italian Restaurant, jurisINK, Lake County Attorney’s Title Agency, First Federal of Lakewood and 
Thomson Reuters Westlaw. 
 

For those attorneys and law firms that sponsored a hole, you helped make the outing terrific, have supported the Bar Association, 
and are much appreciated.  My special thanks also to all of the golfers and dinner guests that helped make the event successful.  Without 
participants the outing would be nothing. 
 

A list of all the generous sponsors and donors can be found in this issue of Lake Legal Views. 
  
 The last two years we have had the outing at Manakiki and have had a record number of golfers (136 each year), as well as tre-
mendous support from the hole sponsors and donations.  So, mark your calendars for next year’s outing at Manakiki on the last Wednes-
day of August, which is August 29, 2018! 
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OFFICE SPACE 
 
 

OFFICE AVAILABLE  
$500 / MONTH 

 
SEEKING YOUNG ATTORNEY TO 

INCORPORATE INTO EXISTING PRACTICE.  
 

STERNBERG & ZEID CO., L.P.A.  
7547  MENTOR AVENUE  

MENTOR, OH  44060  
440-942-6267  
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30th Annual Accredited CLE Update 

8 Hours of CLE – including Professionalism requirement 

10 Speakers  -  1 Day  

Friday, December 15, 2017 

Presented by 

        

Scheduled Presenters to Include: 
Judge William O’Neill - Ohio Supreme Court 

Judge Mark Bartolotta - Lake County Probate Court 

Judge Eugene Lucci - Lake County Court of Common Pleas 

Judge John O’Donnell - Lake County Court of Common Pleas 

Randy Carver, RJFS Registered Principal 

 

Time: Registration & Breakfast 7:00 am – 8:00 am  
Presentations 8:00 am – 5:30 pm 

Place: LaMalfa Conference Center – Heisley Rd. Mentor OH 

Tuition is $225 in advance or $285 at the door subject to space being available.  
Tuition includes: breakfast, lunch and all materials 

To reserve space email: Darlene.Hanus@raymondjames.com  or phone (440) 
974-0808 

More information available at www.accreditedcle.com  

Carver Financial Services Inc. 
7473 Center St.   Mentor OH    44060 

Securities offered through Raymond James Financial Services, Inc. Member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advisory services are offered through Raymond 

James Financial Services Advisors, Inc. Carver Financial Services, Inc. is not a registered broker/dealer and is independent of Raymond James 

Financial Services. 

 
 

The opinions and services of the speakers and entities at the event are independent of Raymond James. 
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GOLF OUTING - THANK YOU  
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THE LAKE COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION WOULD LIKE TO  

THANK THE FOLLOWING FOR  

 

SPONSORING A HOLE:  

 

Aligned Chiropractic & Physical Rehabilitation  jurisINK   

Daniel Ponstingle- Legal Process & Locator Services Weber Door Co. 

Pub Frato       Cornachio for Judge 

The Benedict Insurance Agency    Heiser & Company, CPA's   

First Federal of Lakewood     Park - Ohio Industries, Inc. 

Mentor Lumber & Supply     Carver Financial Services 

Lake County Attorney’s Title Agency   Kurt Law Office – Law Office 

H & J Certified Public Accountants    Davis & Young – Law Office 

John Rogers, State Representative     Carrabine & Reardon – Law Office 

Metro Appraisal Group     Ziegler Metzger LLP – Law Office 

USA Management & Development Inc.   Katherine S. Riedel – Law Office 

Fanucce's Italian Restaurant & Pizzeria   Reminger Co. L.P.A. – Law Office  

Enterprise Title Agency     Weston Hurd LLP - Law Office 

Thomson Reuters Westlaw     Classic Cadillac 

Conway Land Title 

 

FOR GENEROUS DONATIONS WE WISH TO THANK: 

 

Lake Metropark Farmparks     Jo-Rae Sales  

Metro Appraisal Group     Trophy World 

Manhattan Deli      Manakiki Golf Course 

Pickle Bill's Lobster House      Riders Inn 

Lake Metroparks – Erie Shores Golf Course   Zappy’s Auto Wash 

Lost Nation Golf Course     Skye Bistro 

Cleveland Metro Park Golf Course    First Federal of Lakewood   

Ohio Wine Producers Association     Estadt Lemire Chiropractic  

Quail Hollow Resort      John DeSantis, Howard Hanna  

Fincun-Mancini Court Reporters    Firehouse Grill & Pub  

Fox & Hound Sports Tavern     TJ’s on the Avenue 

 

FOR SPONSORING ACTIVITIES AT THE OUTING WE WISH TO THANK: 

 

Aligned Chiropractic & Physical Rehab 

Fanucce's Italian Restaurant & Pizzeria 

Lake County Attorney’s Title Agency 

First Federal of Lakewood 

Thomson Reuters Westlaw 

Metro Appraisal Group 

jurisINK 

 

FOR SPONSORING THE HOLE IN ONE CONTEST 

Beachwood Porsche  
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

OCTOBER 
7th Notary Test, 10:00 a.m. at Lakeland Community College - Bldg T, Room 129 
9th COLUMBUS DAY - Courthouse Closed 
12th Lake County Common Pleas Seminar - Noah’s Event Venue, Mentor, OH 
16th Executive Board Meeting, 12:00 noon at Pub Frato in Concord, OH 
17th Real Estate Committee Meeting, 8:00 a.m. at 41 E. Erie St. in Painesville, OH 
19th Grievance Committee Meeting, 8:00 a.m. Second Floor Courthouse West Annex 
20th Deadline for LAKE LEGAL VIEWS 
 Lake County Trial Advocacy Seminar - Lake Metroparks  (see page 8 for information) 
23-27 National Pro-Bono Week 
25th Lunch Forum, 11:00 a.m. at Hellriegel’s Inn in Painesville, OH 
 Legal Aid Pro-Se Divorce Clinic in Domestic Relations Court 
26th Probate Committee Meeting, 8:00 a.m. at Perkins in Painesville, OH 
31st HALLOWEEN 
 
NOVEMBER 
3rd Real Estate Seminar, 1:30 - 4:30 p.m. in Lake County Probate Hearing Room 
4th Notary Test, 10:00 a.m. at Lakeland Community College - Bldg T, Room 129 
5th DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME 
8th Meet Your Judge - Judge Colleen Falkowski, 12:00 noon - 1:00 p.m. In D.R. Courtroom 
10th VETERAN’S DAY - Courthouse Closed 
16th Grievance Committee Meeting, 8:00 a.m. Second Floor Courthouse West Annex 
20th Deadline for LAKE LEGAL VIEWS 
21st Real Estate Committee Meeting, 8:00 a.m. at 41 E. Erie St. in Painesville, OH 
23rd - 24th HAPPY THANKSGIVING - Courthouse Closed 
30th Probate Committee Meeting, 8:00 a.m. at Perkins in Painesville, OH 
 

SPECIAL INTEREST 
 

LAKE COUNTY 
COMMON PLEAS SEMINAR 
Thursday October 12, 2017 

Noah’s Event Venue 
8200 Norton Pkwy 
Mentor, OH  44060 

 
 

ANNUAL TRIAL ADVOCACY SEMINAR 
Friday October 20, 2017 

Lake Metroparks Environmental Learning Center 
7250 Alexander Road 
Concord, OH 44077 

 http://www.lakemetroparks.com/about-us 

 
 

LEGAL AID PRO SE CLINIC 
Wednesday October 25, 2017 
Domestic Relations Courtroom 

Lake County Courthouse  
47 North Park Place 

Painesville, OH  44077 
 
 

SPONSORED BY LAKE COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION 
 

LUNCH FORUM  
 

“ JUSTICE DELAYED” 
The Road to Brown v. Board of Ed. of Topeka & The Civil Rights Movement 

Speaker: Judge Paul Mitrovich (Ret.) 
 

WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 25, 2017 
       

1.0 HOUR(S) CLE  
 

11:00a.m. - 12:00 noon:  REGISTRATION AND LUNCH BUFFET 
12:00 noon - 1:00 p.m.:  CLE -  SPEAKER PRESENTATION 

 
THIS COURSE HAS BEEN PPROVED BY THE SUPREME COURT OF OHIO COMMISSION ON CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCATION  

FOR 1.00 TOTAL CLE HOUR(S) INSTRUCTION. 

 
HELLRIEGEL’S INN  

1840 MENTOR AVENUE 
MENTOR, OH  44060 

 
BUFFET LUNCH COST:  

$20.00 - MEMBERS / $35.00 FOR NON-MEMBERS  
 

CALL THE BAR OFFICE AT 440-350-5800 WITH YOUR RESERVATION BY OCTOBER 20, 2017.   
HOWEVER, YOU MAY PAY AT THE DOOR FOR YOUR LUNCH. 

 

 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                              
  
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.lakemetroparks.com/about-us
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Lake County Bar Association 

Courthouse West Annex 

25 North Park Place 

Painesville, Ohio  44077 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

God Bless America & 

Protect Our Troops 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
OFFICE SPACE  

 

TWO OFFICES AVAILABLE IN MENTOR 
AT CARRABINE & REARDON 

EXPENSE SHARING ARRANGEMENT  
IS NEGOTIABLE; GREAT LOCATION 

CONTACT JIM REARDON 
(440) 974-9911 

 
 

Dear LCBA: 
Great golf, fun, companionship, snacks at 
holes, dinner,  and prizes last week at the out-
ing. Well organized and well done.  Looking 
forward to next year. 
 
Dan Ponstingle 
Legal Process and Locator Services 
Mentor OH 44060  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lake Legal Views  Editorial Staff: 
 
Editor …………………………..  Joshua J. Strickland 
Judicial Coordinator ………….. Judge John Trebets 
LCBA Executive Director …….  Ruth Ann Shultz 
LCBA Administrative Assistant  Carrie Harps 
 
2017-2018     LCBA Executive Board: 
  President ……………  BRANDON D.R. DYNES 
  Vice President ……….PAUL R. MALCHESKY 
  Treasurer …………… .MICHAEL P. GERMANO 
  Secretary ……………. JOSHUA J. STRICKLAND 
  Past President ……….DARYA J. KLAMMER 
  Trustee …………… ….ROBERT A. SIMPSON 
  Trustee………………...LORI R. KILPECK 
  Trustee ………………..ANNA M. PARISE 
   District 18 Board of Governors….. 
   STUART CORDELL 
  District 18 Representative… ANNA M. PARISE 
 
Lake Legal Views is a publication of the Lake County Bar 

Association. Opinions expressed in articles in Lake Legal 

Views are those of the authors and do not necessarily 

reflect the views of the staff of Lake Legal Views or the 

officers and members of the Lake County Bar Association. 

Lake County Bar Association 
Courthouse West Annex 
P.O. Box 490 
Painesville, Ohio  44077 

 
(440) 350-5800 or 
(440) 350-2180 
Fax: (440) 350-2298 
 
www.lakecountyohiobar.com 
barassociation@lakecountyohio.gov 
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DAVID C. BENEDICT, PRESIDENT 

         87 South St. Clair St.                         Phone   (440)354-4308 · (440)951-5875 
         Painesville, Ohio  44077          Fax · (440)354-3101 

www.benedictinsurance.com 

BONDS · SURETY & FIDELITY 
COMPLETE INSURANCE SERVICES 

 

 
ARTICLE OF INTEREST 

(Concluded from page 10) 
 
We can only become one again when the attitude of discrimination is gone and the first 
step is that the monuments must go! 

LEGAL PROCESS &  

LOCATOR SERVICES 

   ——————————— 
Experienced -  Attorney Referrals 

 

Daniel F. Ponstingle 

8373 Mentor Avenue 

Mentor, Ohio 

(216)255-3325 


