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PRESIDENT’S COLUMN 

LCBA President 
Brandon D.R. Dynes 

Walt McNamara graciously agreed to allow me to 
interview him even though we had a miscommuni-
cation regarding the date and time of the interview.   
Nonetheless, he stopped what he was doing and 
invited me into his office for an enjoyable conversa-
tion.   Walt is an intelligent man who is also re-
markably pleasant, easy-going and jovial.  Conviv-
ial and good-humored by nature, I found him to be 
as quick-witted and as quick with a joke as always.  
Walt is the type of man who, upon first meeting 
him, you feel as though you’ve known him forever 
and he treats you like an old friend who just hap-
pened to be away for a while. 
 
Once again, I regret having to shorten the inter-
views in the interest of space.   My interview of 
Walt, complete with some of his tongue-in-cheek 
answers, follows. 
 
Where were you born? 
I was born on the east side of Cleveland - we lived 
on Doan and 105th.  I don’t know the name of the 
hospital, but I will tell you when I was born my fa-
ther was a prisoner of war in Germany.  So my 
mother wasn’t even sure if he was alive.  I didn’t 
meet him until I was probably 4 months old. 
 
What year were you born? 
1945, January 24th.  So when I was born, and this 
fascinates me for some reason, no one had heard, 
well no regular person had heard, about atomic 
bombs.    Franklin Roosevelt was President and 
World War II had at least 10 months to go.   This I 
find interesting, my mother got a telegram from a 
fella in Maine who heard my father when the Ger-
mans let some of the prisoners give greetings to 
their wives and families over the short wave radio.  
This fella was in Maine and picked it up and sent a 
telegram to my mother saying, “Your husband is 
alive!  I just heard him!”  What is fascinating to me 
is that is what they did back then.   Now, you can 
just call from the battlefield.  I just find it fascinating 
how communications have changed. 
 
When was your father released? 
He escaped.  He actually escaped from prison 
three times.  The first two were not successful es-
capes as they recaptured him.  He finally escaped 
from a prison farm near Munich.  He escaped and 
ran into the Americans coming in.  That was late 
March-early April of 1945. 

How long was he in captivity? 
He was in captivity for 8-10 months.  He was a 
corporal in the army.  Combat infantry. 
 
What was your childhood like?    
I had a sister 4 years younger than me and a 
brother 13 years younger.   I had a good child-
hood in the 1950’s.  We lived at this apartment at 
105th & Doan with my grandmother, grandfather, 
aunt and uncle.  All the families lived together at 
the time.  I guess you would call it a tenement.   
We didn’t think we were poor.  In the 40’s, my 
grandfather was the first person in that area to 
get a television.  So, in the summer, everybody 
in the building gathered around the outside of my 
grandfather’s window.  He would open the door 
so they could all hear or see the television. 
 
As a matter of fact, one of my memories was in 
1948 on my father’s shoulders, in Youngstown, 
watching the World Series outside with a bunch 
of people.  Some appliance store had a tv and 
everyone was watching.  There was no sound.  
Again, that’s what fascinates me.  You get to the 
point where, I don’t think I am that old, but by 
God, it’s fascinating. 

 

You had quite a large family all living to-
gether.   
Yes, we all lived together.  In late 1950 we all 
moved out to a VA house in Madison.  You had 
these little, I mean really small, just several hun-
dred square feet houses.  No garage.  I think 
they were like $4,000-$4,500.00 apiece.  My 
uncle had been in the Marines, my father was in 
the infantry, and my grandfather was in as well 
so they all had VA loans which they used to buy 
houses right next to each other.   (Continued on pg. 2) 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY WISHES TO: 
 

 Dale Lefferts   11/1 
 Mary Rayer   11/3 
 Brett Plassard  11/4 
 Paul Miller   11/7 
 James Aveni   11/8 
 Gary Okin   11/9 
 Elaine Tassi   11/9 
 David McGee  11/10 
 Charles Ruiz-Bueno  11/10 
 Francis Manning  11/13 
 Jaeson Taylor  11/14 
 Susan Seachrist  11/16 
 Jodi Tomaszewski  11/16 
 Charles Grieshammer  11/17 
 Ronald Zele   11/17 
 Alec Berezin   11/19 
 Robert LaForce  11/21 
 Christopher Tucci  11/21 
 David Patterson  11/22 
 George Haskell  11/24 
 Joyce Hribar   11/24 
 Ralph Buss   11/25 
 Tina Scibona   11/27 
 David Sternberg  11/27 
 Honorable Eugene Lucci 11/29 
 John Thomas  11/30 
 Joseph Cindirc  12/5 
 Honorable Karen Lawson 12/5 
 James Reardon  12/6 
  

SUNNY SIDE ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Kurt Law Office, LLC Welcomes 

Karen L. Hummel, Esq., Of Counsel 

 

 

 

 
Kurt Law Office, LLC is pleased to announce the 

addition of Attorney Karen L. Hummel as an Of 

Counsel Attorney in the firm’s Chardon Office. 

Karen was admitted to the Ohio Bar in 2012, and 

practices primarily in the areas of Family Law, Ju-

venile Law, and Estate Planning.  Karen represents 

clients in Lake and Geauga County courts. She also 

has practice experience in Ashtabula and Portage 

Counties. 

 

Geauga County Office,  

401 South Street, Suite 2B-5 

Chardon, OH  44024 

(440) 285-7750 
 

 www.KurtLawOffice.com  

 

I grew up right next to my grandmother and grandfather on Perth Road in North Madi-
son.  The home is still there.  Everyone, including us, enlarged the homes as the years 
went by but, yes, the homes are still there.  I’ve gone down the street recently.  It’s a 
beautiful street.  It’s odd because it is so much more shady than it was 68 years ago 
when we moved there.  There were no trees then.   They were just planting twigs and 
now there are big trees. 
 
What did your father do for a living?   
He was an insurance salesman like my grandfather.  I was just telling someone today 
that my grandfather was from Italy.  I am actually half Italian.   I am only a quarter 
Irish.  My grandfather was from Italy and my grandmother and everyone would say 
that when he went to World War I and came back he spoke completely unaccented 
English.  He had come over at 12 years of age.   By the time he died at 75 you could 
barely understand a word he said, “Hey, whatsa matta you?” 
 
You were approximately 5 years old when you moved to Madison?  
Yes, I grew up in Madison.  Got out of high school at 17 – Madison High Class of 
1962.   We just had our 55th reunion.  We have reunions a lot.  I then went to Western 
Reserve for undergrad. 
 
What did you study when you went to Western Reserve? 
Political science and psychology, which by the time I graduated, qualified me for noth-
ing but law school.   I have a son who went to Miami and majored in history.  I used to 
kid him and say, “Well maybe you can get out and open up a history store.”  He ended 
up going to law school too. 
 
Tell me about your experience in college: 
To be honest, like many, a lot of the experience involved drinking and having a good 
time. Half of my junior year was in Washington D.C.  I was in a program at American 
University for a semester.   I was there during the 1964 presidential election which 
was fascinating.  I got to go to one of the Johnson Inaugural Balls.  I was dating a girl 
at American University who was a grad student and an R.A. and one of her students’ 
father had been the governor of her state, so that was kind of cool. 
 
When did you decide you wanted to go to law school? 
It was either that or, well that was really before the draft became an issue, but I 
wanted to go to the State Department as a Russian Studies Specialist and I took sev-
eral years of Russian in college. But my father insisted there was no money in that 
and insisted I go to law school.  I was only the second person in my family to ever get 
out of high school, and the only one who had ever gotten out of college - no one had 

ever gone to college before.  Only my dad and I had graduated high school. 

Did you hold any jobs while in school?   
I was with a tool & die company.  I was, well I forget what they call it, what I did was, 
they would grind parts and put them in a big box and I would carry it out to an old car 
they had and then take it to the customer.  I would also take other parts for heat treat-
ing.  I also cleaned up the bathrooms when I had time.  I did that for a couple of sum-
mers and then I will tell you about the worst job you can have which was an elevator 
operator in the Leader Building in downtown Cleveland.  They had an automatic eleva-
tor except for the doors.  The doors were like a ton a piece and had to be closed 
manually.  I would do that so you didn’t squish anybody.  You had to have an operator 
there.  That was just incredibly boring.  I mean the worst summer I ever had.  You 
would just go up and down and up and down.  That was one of the summers I was in 

college. 

Did you live downtown? 
When I went to school I kind of only came back for one summer in Madison.  After that 
we stayed at the fraternity house.           (Continued on page 12)
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Judge Diane V. Grendell 
Eleventh District Court of Appeals 

The Judge, the Wig, and the Wardrobe: 
The History and Significance of the Judicial Robe 

Judge Diane V. Grendell1 

 While the ideologies, 
philosophies, and opinions of 
judges are often discussed 
and examined, a more light-
hearted, but surprisingly sig-
nificant, subject worthy of con-
sideration is the judiciary’s 
courtroom attire.  An Internet 
search on this topic reveals 
various questions raised by the 
general public. From “Why do 
judges wear robes?” to “What 

clothing do judge’s wear underneath their robes?,” this appears to 
be a topic of genuine interest to those who are not sitting on the 
bench. 
 Lawyers and members of the public alike immediately rec-
ognize the significance and gravity of the moment when a judge 
wearing his or her robe enters the courtroom.  Some judges view 
this attire as a matter of tradition, while others see it as necessary to 
set the judge apart and dictate the appropriate tone and decorum of 
the proceedings.  Exploring the history of judicial dress, as well as 
the present-day attire of judges throughout the United States, 
serves not only to satisfy the general interest in this topic, but also to 
highlight the impact a judge’s wardrobe has on the public perception 
of the courts. 
 
Historical Dress 

As is so often the case when examining the development 
of legal issues in the United States, a review of England’s historical 
judicial dress is necessary to understand the type of judicial attire 
which has been adopted by the United States courts.  Fortunately, 
much has been written to preserve this history and explain the evo-
lution of such attire. 

An overview of court dress was conducted by the Lord 
Chancellor and Lord Chief Justice in Court Dress: A Consultation 
Paper (1992), which reviewed historical judicial attire in England and 
Wales.  It notes that the wardrobe consisting of a long robe, hood, 
and cloak worn by High Court judges, was well-settled since the 
time of King Edward III’s reign (1327-77).  In medieval times, robe 
colors varied by season, with judges wearing violet in the winter and 
green in the summer, with scarlet worn on various occasions.  Over 
time, this practice evolved, with judges wearing violet or black, while 
retaining items such as a cloak or collar in some instances. 
 It has been widely reported that the transition from red or 
other colorful robes to primarily black occurred in the wake of Queen 
Mary II’s death in 1694, with black robes worn as a sign of respect 
and mourning2.  Other sources have noted that the change may 
have been the result of King Charles II’s death in 16853.  In either 
case, a transition toward black robes appears to have occurred in 
the latter part of the 1600s, with many lower court judges wearing 
primarily black and no longer donning some of the colors that had 
previously been common. 
 Judges in Great Britain have also traditionally worn wigs 
made of horsehair in addition to their robes and collars.  Primarily, 

judges of the higher courts have worn longer wigs, while lower court 
judges’ wigs are shorter.   More recently, as was reported by 
Reuters, changes have been made to remove the requirement to 
wear wigs in civil trials, although they are still worn in criminal pro-
ceedings.  Common complaints in relation to the wigs are not only 
that they are unnecessary, but also itchy and uncomfortable.  Some 
benefits of the wigs have been advanced, such as maintaining uni-
formity and also protecting, to some extent, the identity of the judge 
(although it is questionable whether this is a successful, or neces-
sary, endeavor).  The wig-wearing tradition continues to be followed 
in several former British colonies.  Judges in Canada and Australia 
have largely abandoned wigs, although this varies depending on the 
court. 

Most judges throughout the world wear some version of a 
judicial robe.  In many countries, judges wear robes of different col-
ors depending upon the level of the court.  Black robes are com-
mon; however, higher court judges in countries such as France, 
Germany, and Canada wear red.  The robes in some countries in 
Africa and Asia have gold or other colorful embellishments. 

 
Judges’ Attire in the United States 

With many countries providing examples of traditional judi-
cial attire, the Founding Fathers of the United States had to deter-
mine which, if any, of these traditions should apply to the judges in 
their new country.  The decision of what constituted appropriate 
judicial attire, or “costume” as it is often called, was subject to much 
debate.  According to Juris Magazine, “Thomas Jefferson, and a few 
of his peers, wanted judges to wear suits in order to rid the vestige 
of the English era.  John Adams, on the other hand, wanted to keep 
the tradition alive.”  Ultimately, this debate led to the adoption of the 
general attire that is still worn today: judges would wear the robes, 
but not powdered wigs4.  In this way, a compromise was reached 
that has continued to distinguish United States judges from some of 
their counterparts across the ocean. 

Presently, most judges throughout the country wear plain 
robes while on the bench.  These are typically black, although 
sometimes a judge may choose to wear another dark color such as 
navy blue.  While this type of dress is common, it is largely a matter 
of tradition, as there are limited formal rules dictating judges’ court-
room attire. 

The Ohio Revised Code, Code of Judicial Conduct, and 
Rules of Superintendence do not speak to any particular attire that 
must be worn while a judge is sitting on the bench, or at any other 
time.  Opinion 2003-8, issued by the Ohio Supreme Court’s Board of 
Commissioners on Grievances and Discipline, noted: “There is no 
requirement in the Code [of Judicial Conduct] that a judge or a mag-
istrate wear, or not wear, a judicial robe.  By tradition, judges wear 
judicial robes in the courtroom.” 

Some states, or even specific courts, however, have 
adopted either formal or informal regulations in relation to the judi-
cial wardrobe.  The New Hampshire Revised Statutes require that 
“[t]he justice of a district court shall wear an appropriate black judi-
cial robe whenever his court is convened in criminal or civil session,” 
further providing that such robes be paid for by the state.  N.H. Rev. 
Stat. § 502-A:23.  In California, every judge      (Continued on page 6) 
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   August 7, 2017 R E L E A S E  
 
ASHTABULA  
2016-A-0052  STATE OF OHIO, Plaintiff-Appellee v. ANDRE  
  MCGOWAN, Defendant-Appellant.  
Judgment affirmed. See Opinion and Judgment Entry. [RICE] (GRENDELL) 
(CANNON)  
 CRIMINAL LAW - Anders; resentencing; post-release control; find
 ings on resentencing; res judicata applies to other lawful elements of 
 sentence; previously addressed or could have been; subject matter 
 jurisdiction invoked; indictment; not constructively amended.  
 
2016-A-0062  HELEN GRYBOSKY, et al., Appellant v. OHIO CIVIL 
  RIGHTS COMMISSION, et al., Appellees.  
Judgment reversed and entered for appellant. See Opinion and Judgment 
Entry. [WRIGHT] (GRENDELL) (CANNON)  
 ADMINISTRATIVE APPEAL - Ohio Civil Rights Commission; R.C. 
 4112.02(H); charging instruments did not satisfy oath requirement; 
 R.C. 4112.05(B)(1); lesser conflicting requirement in Ohio Adminis
 trative Code invalid; commission lacked jurisdiction.  
 
GEAUGA  
2015-G-0038  MICHAEL A. SHORE CO., L.P.A., Plaintiff-Appellee/Cross-
  Appellant v. ESTATE OF BERTINA HARDS, BY AND 
  THRU JACQUELINE ADAMS, ADMINISTRATOR WWA, 
  et al., Defendants-Appellants/Cross-Appellees, DANIEL S. 
  WHITE, Third Party Defendant-Appellee/Cross-Appellant.  
Judgment affirmed in part, reversed in part, and remanded. See Opinion and 
Judgment Entry. [RICE] (WRIGHT) (O’TOOLE)  
 CIVIL - frivolous conduct; action in breach of contract; compensation; 
 attorney fees; representation; for former guardianship; summary 
 judgment; orally obligated; subserve defendant's interests; statute of 
 frauds; no affidavit to support alleged oral promise; R.C. 2323.51(A)
 (1)(a)(iii); conduct not frivolous; complaint supported by an estab
 lished legal theory; amount of sanctions moot; denial of accounting; 
 no prejudice.  
 
2016-G-0079  STATE OF OHIO ex rel. JAMES R. FLAIZ, PROSECUT
  ING ATTORNEY OF GEAUGA COUNTY, OHIO, et al., 
  Plaintiffs-Appellants v. MERSCORP, INC., et al., Defen
  dants-Appellees.  
Judgment affirmed. Cannon, J., concurs with a Concurring Opinion; Grendell, 
J., dissents with a Dissenting Opinion. See Opinion and Judgment Entry. 
[RICE] (GRENDELL) (CANNON)  
 CIVIL - dismiss; failure to state a claim; mortgage; assignments; 
 banks; did not record in county recorder's official records; mort
 gagees; assignees; MERS; R.C. 5301.25; R.C. 5301.32; shall re
 cord; mandatory; recording statutes put lienholders on notice; prior
 ity; protect existing lienholders; statutes mandate where recording 
 must occur, not that recording must occur; county not entitled to 
 recording fees; not due money; R.C. 309.12; no standing in this in
 stance.  
 
LAKE  
2017-L-028  STATE OF OHIO, Plaintiff-Appellee v. WILLIE L. WILSON, 
  Defendant-Appellant.  
Judgment affirmed. See Opinion and Judgment Entry. [WRIGHT] (RICE) 
(CANNON)  
 CRIMINAL LAW - Felony sentencing; standard of review; R.C. 
 2953.08(G)(2); imposition of maximum sentence; consideration of 
 R.C. 2929.12 sentencing factors; significant criminal record. 
 
 
 
 

  August 14, 2017  R E L E A S E  
 
GEAUGA  
2016-G-0095  NATIONSTAR MORTGAGE LLC, Plaintiff-Appellee v. 
  RALPH J. KOVACH, et al., Defendants-Appellants.  
Appeal dismissed. See Judgment Entry. [RICE] (GRENDELL) (CANNON)  
 
TRUMBULL  
2016-T-0123  JILL HETMANSKI, Plaintiff-Appellant v. JANE DOE, 
  a.k.a. TIMOTHY SHAFFNER, et al., Defendant- 
  Appellee.  
Judgment affirmed. O’Toole, J., concurs in judgment only. See Opinion and 
Judgment Entry. [CANNON] (GRENDELL) (O’TOOLE)  
 CIVIL - summary judgment; Civ.R. 56; failure to demonstrate a 
 genuine issue of material fact existed for trial; tortious interference 
 with an employment relationship; malicious conduct; proximate 
 cause.  
 
2017-T-0051  STATE OF OHIO, Plaintiff-Appellee v. PAULA JEAN 
  LIGHTNING, Defendant-Appellant.  
Appeal dismissed. See Judgment Entry. [CANNON] (GRENDELL) 
(O’TOOLE)  
 
2017-T-0052  KAREN M. DELUCO, Plaintiff-Appellee v. CLASSIC 
  OPTICAL LABORATORIES, INC., Defendant-Appellant, 
  STEPHEN BUEHRER, AS ADMINISTRATOR BUREAU 
  OF WORKERS’ COMPENSATION, Defendant- 
  Appellee.  
Upon consideration and upon recommendation of the Administrative Coun-
sel, the motion is granted, and this appeal is hereby settled and dismissed. 
See Judgment Entry. [RICE] (CANNON) (O’TOOLE) 
 

 August 21, 2017 R E L E A S E  
 
ASHTABULA  
2016-A-0070  GLENN D. LARBIG, Plaintiff-Appellant v. LISA LARBIG, 
  Defendant-Appellee.  
Judgment affirmed. See Opinion and Judgment Entry. [RICE] (CANNON) 
(WRIGHT)  
 DOMESTIC RELATIONS - shared parenting agreement; not in 
 child’s best interest; terminate; mother; residential parent; better 
 suited; mother previously used corporal punishment; no longer; 
 under some scrutiny of the court; each parent critical of opposing 
 party’s parenting methods; not against manifest weight of the evi
 dence.  
 
2016-A-0073  STATE OF OHIO, Plaintiff-Appellee v. RUSSELL 
  DWAYNE LITTON, a.k.a. LITTON, RUSSEL DWAYNE, 
  Defendant-Appellant.  
Judgment affirmed. See Opinion and Judgment Entry. [RICE] (CANNON) 
(WRIGHT)  
 CRIMINAL LAW - PLEAS, MOTIONS & OTHER HEARINGS - trial 
 court did not err in accepting appellant’s guilty plea to illegal 
 manufacture of meth because he acknowledged his guilt. In addi
 tion to acknowledging that by pleading guilty he was admitting he 
 was guilty, appellant admitted facts supporting this conviction.  
 
 GEAUGA 
2016-G-0102  ESTATE OF: BERTINA HARDS, DECEASED.  
Judgment reversed and remanded. See Opinion and Judgment Entry. 
[CANNON] (RICE) (WRIGHT)  
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  PROBATE - estate; administrative claim; legal services; leave of 
 court not required; application for attorney fees; abuse of discre
 tion; R.C. 2117.25; local rules. 
 
LAKE  
2016-L-098  STATE OF OHIO, Plaintiff-Appellee v. DONALD  
  SPRECKER, JR., Defendant-Appellant.  
Judgment affirmed. See Opinion and Judgment Entry. [RICE] (CANNON) 
(WRIGHT)  
 CRIMINAL LAW - burglary; manifest weight of the evidence; jury 
 obviously found victim and other state's witnesses to be more 
 credible than appellant.  
 
2016-L-110  STATE OF OHIO ex rel. THOMAS L. THOMAS, Relator-
  Appellant v. CAROL ANN DISANTO, et al., Respon
  dents-Appellees.  
Judgment affirmed. See Opinion and Judgment Entry. [O’TOOLE] 
(GRENDELL) (CANNON)  
 CIVIL - pro se Civ.R. 60(B) motion for relief from judgment; dis
 missal of complaint for lack of prosecution; subject matter jurisdic
 tion; de novo standard of review; S.Ct.Prac.R. 12.05; Civ.R. 41(B)
 (1).  
 
2017-L-010  STATE OF OHIO, Plaintiff-Appellee v. DAVID V. ROCK, 
  JR., Defendant-Appellant.  
Judgment affirmed. See Opinion and Judgment Entry. [CANNON] (RICE) 
(WRIGHT)  
 CIV.R. 60 - motion for relief from judgment; Civ.R. 60(B) motion 
 cannot be used as a substitute for a timely appeal; failure to dem
 onstrate a meritorious defense or claim if relief were granted.  
 
2017-L-082  NICK BRUNNER, d.b.a. NICK BRUNNER AUTO SER
  VICE, Plaintiff-Appellee v. TODD TORNSTROM, d.b.a. 
  AMERICAN ASPHALT SEALCOATING, d.b.a. PRICOM 
  ASPHALT SEAL COATING, d.b.a. AS SERVICES, De
  fendant-Appellant.  
Pursuant to appellant’s request and upon recommendation of the Adminis-
trative Counsel, this appeal is hereby settled and dismissed. See Judgment 
Entry. [RICE] (GRENDELL) (CANNON)  
 
TRUMBULL  
2017-T-0002  CITY OF WARREN, Plaintiff-Appellee v. DANIEL 
  CHIPPS, Defendant-Appellant.  
Judgment affirmed. See Opinion and Judgment Entry. [CANNON] (RICE) 
(WRIGHT)  
 CRIMINAL LAW - misdemeanor assault; bench trial; manifest 
 weight of the evidence; witness credibility; castle doctrine; defense 
 of others.  
 
2017-T-0037  LEONARD LUCAS, Plaintiff-Appellee v. MELIA FOX, et 
  al., Defendant-Appellant.  
Upon consideration and upon recommendation of the Administrative Coun-
sel, the motion is granted, and this appeal is hereby dismissed. See Judg-
ment Entry. [RICE] (GRENDELL) (CANNON) 
 
2017-T-0042  BILL YOUNG, Plaintiff-Appellee v. MELIA FOX, Defen
  dant-Appellant.  
Upon consideration and upon recommendation of the Administrative Coun-
sel, the motion is granted, and this appeal is hereby dismissed. See Judg-
ment Entry. [RICE] (GRENDELL) (CANNON)  
 
2017-T-0049 DELORES M. KARNOFEL, Plaintiff-Appellant v. GI
  RARD POLICE DEPARTMENT, et al., Defendants-
  Appellees.  

COURT OF APPEALS OF OHIO RELEASE   
 
Appeal dismissed. See Judgment Entry. [RICE] (WRIGHT) (O’TOOLE) 
  

RELEASED  AUGUST 17, 2017 ASHTABULA  
 
2017-A-0024  IN THE MATTER OF: M.B.  
Judgment affirmed. O’Toole, J., dissents with a Dissenting Opinion. See 
Opinion and Judgment Entry. [RICE] (CANNON) (O’TOOLE)  
 JUVENILE - termination of parental rights; R.C. 2151.414; mother 
 incarcerated in Pennsylvania; child endangering; drug parapherna
 lia; unable to visit; complied with caseplan; young child requires 
 stability; knows foster parents as mom and dad; 12 of 22; best inter
 est; parent's rights subordinate to child's best interest; award of 
 permanent custody affirmed. 
 

 August 28, 2017 R E L E A S E  
 
GEAUGA  
2016-G-0104  SUSAN E. GAFFNEY, et al., Plaintiffs-Appellants v. 
  LINDA D. SOUKUP, Defendant-Appellee.  
Judgment reversed and remanded. Grendell, J., dissents with a Dissenting 
Opinion. See Opinion and Judgment Entry. [WRIGHT] (GRENDELL) 
(CANNON)  
 CIVIL - SUMMARY JUDGMENT - open and obvious; upon constru
 ing evidence most strongly in plaintiff's favor, a genuine issue of 
 fact exists whether an individual in plaintiff’s position acting with 
 ordinary care would have perceived that the step was not secured; 
 summary judgment was improper.  
 
LAKE  
2015-L-137  LINDA KEITH-HARPER, Plaintiff-Appellant, (THE SPITZ 
  LAW FIRM, LLC, et al., Appellants) v. LAKE HOSPITAL 
  SYSTEM, INC., et al., Defendants-Appellees.  
Judgment affirmed. O’Toole, J., dissents with a Dissenting Opinion. See 
Opinion and Judgment Entry. [WRIGHT] (CANNON) (O’TOOLE)  
 CIVIL SANCTIONS - attorney fees awarded against plaintiff’s attor
 ney and law firm; R.C. 2323.51; allegations in complaint lacked 
 evidentiary support after key depositions and discovery conducted; 
 frivolous conduct; joint and several liability.  
 
PORTAGE  
2017-P-0014  STATE OF OHIO, Plaintiff-Appellee v. PATRICK L. 
  GOODWIN, Defendant-Appellant.  
Appeal dismissed. See Judgment Entry. [RICE] (WRIGHT) (O’TOOLE) 
 
2017-P-0024  OSCAR BRUGMANN, JR., et al., Plaintiffs-Appellees v. 
  JAMMY L. GAUGH, Defendant, ENERVEST OPERAT
  ING, L.L.C., Defendant-Appellant.  
Appeal dismissed. See Judgment Entry. [RICE] (WRIGHT) (O’TOOLE) 
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“shall, in open court during the presentation of causes before him or 
her, wear a judicial robe, which the judge shall furnish at his or her 
own expense.  The Judicial Council shall, by rule, prescribe the style of 
such robes.”  California Government Code, Section 68110.  

In 2015, Florida Supreme Court Chief Justice Jorge Labarga 
required that all judges within the state wear a solid black robe with no 
color or embellishment, expressing concerns that judges had become 
too casual.  He stated that he patterned this rule after the California 
state law for judicial courtroom dress.  Several judges within the state 
have taken issue with this rule, questioning the propriety of banning 
any form of personal expression by judges, such as wearing a blue 
robe or a pin with a pet dog’s picture5.   

 Where there are no rules regulating attire, judges 
may wear robes of different colors, or even no robe at all, opting for 
professional attire such as a suit.  According to Rudolf B. Lamy in his 
history of Maryland appellate court dress, A Study of Scarlet: Red 
Robes and the Maryland Court of Appeals, much like high court 
judges in other countries, the Maryland Court of Appeals judges have 
worn scarlet or red robes when hearing arguments for a number of 
years.  This practice has varied throughout history but was reintro-
duced in preparation for the courts’ bicentennial.  Justices of the Penn-
sylvania Supreme Court wear a brightly colored sash of purple and 
gold around their collars. 
 In recent years, some judges have decided to either not wear 
their robes, opting for a suit, or to “accessorize” their robes in order to 
show personal style.  John Eligon of the New York Times examined 
this development in Behind the Gavel, a Sense of Style, and noted 
that, “on any given day in New York City’s courthouses, it is common 
to see judges on the bench with unzipped or unbuttoned robes; acces-
sories like scarves, jewelry or collars hanging outside of a robe; and, 
in some cases, no robe at all.”  Many judges in other areas of the 
country would see this as a departure from their typical choice to wear 
a dark robe with little adornment.  Some New York City judges, how-
ever, such as Judge Melissa Jackson, see it as a way to better interact 
with parties, noting that it allows defendants to see her “as another 
human being, not just another rubber-stamp automaton.” 
 Some of the most famous and well-respected United States 
Supreme Court Justices have been known to express their personal 
style in some manner, although not abandoning their robes altogether.  
For example, the first Chief Justice, John Jay, and other colleagues 
wore robes with red facing, similar to those worn by English judges.  
More recently, Chief Justice William Rehnquist is famously known to 
have modified his robe to add four gold stripes on each arm, report-
edly as an homage to the Lord Chancellor character in Iolanthe, a 
Gilbert and Sullivan operetta6, who sings the lines: “The law is the true 
embodiment of everything that’s excellent.  It has no kind of fault or 
flaw.”   In the current Supreme Court’s official picture, however, all 
justices wear a plain black robe, with Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg 
wearing a small, decorative, beaded collar.  
 When it comes to the popularly searched question of what a 
judge wears under his or her robe, the most common attire is that of 
many professionals: a shirt, tie, and dress pants for male judges and 
either a dress or a blouse and dress pants or a skirt for a female 
judge.  There are several reasons for this attire.  While a robe may 
cover much of a judge’s clothing, the collar of the shirt can still be 
seen.  A visible collared dress shirt and tie can be observed in virtually 
every male judge’s portrait.  Many female judges have been known to 
wear lace collars or other similar garments, as the cut of a woman’s  

blouse may often leave her with a different appearance than male 
judges.  As New York Judge Judith Kaye noted, the neckline of a 
robe can create some difficulties for women, since the cut seems 
better suited for a man’s collared shirt and tie: “If you wear an open 
blouse or something, you look strange.”  In past Supreme Court 
photographs, Justices Sotomayor and Kagan have had “a discreet 
hint of delicate white fabric peeking out from the top of” their robes 
since “[t]hey need a little something at their necks so they don't ap-
pear to be naked under their judicial uniforms7.”  In both the United 
States Supreme Court’s and the Ohio Supreme Court’s recent offi-
cial portraits, however, two of the three female justices do not have 
a collar that rises above the cut of the robe.  
 Another reason for this typical attire is that judges often do 
not wear their robes throughout the entire day, especially if they are 
not on the bench, and have additional business to conduct.  Further, 
as can be witnessed in past and present judicial portraits, some 
judges may leave their robe partially or fully unzipped, necessitating 
the need for professional dress.  While the ABA has reported that 
some judges have been known to wear jeans, or even shorts, in the 
summer, this is likely the exception rather than the rule.  More likely, 
a judge’s attire under the robe can be compared to that of an attor-
ney. 
 
Judicial and Public Perspective on Robes 

Central to the discussion of judicial attire is how it impacts 
the judiciary as a whole.  This has been discussed by many of the 
finest U.S. judges and justices.  Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day 
O’Connor expressed her opinion on judicial attire in a 2013 Smith-
sonian Magazine article discussing why judges wear black robes8.  
She notes that while wearing a robe is a matter of tradition rather 
than rule, it is a valuable custom: “It shows that all of us judges are 
engaged in upholding the Constitution and the rule of law” and 
“have a common responsibility.”  

Interestingly, she also described the tradition of the justices 
putting on their robes prior to oral argument as significant.  Prior to 
oral arguments, all judges meet in the robing room to don their 
robes.  She explained: “Then the justices, without fail, engage in a 
wonderful custom.  Each justice shakes the hand of every other 
justice before walking into the courtroom—an important reminder 
that, despite the justices’ occasional differences in opinion, the court 
is a place of collegiality and common purpose.”  To her, wearing this 
simple garment represents the many important principles that 
judges must honor and respect. 

The most recent member of the United States Supreme 
Court, Justice Neil Gorsuch, has also discussed his feelings about 
wearing his robe, in a speech later published in the Harvard Journal 
of Law and Public Policy9.  He noted that it does not serve to set a 
judge on a pedestal above others in society: 

[D]onning a robe doesn’t make me any smarter.  But the 
robe does mean something – and not just that I can hide 
coffee stains on my shirt.  It serves as a reminder of 
what’s expected of us – what Burke called the “cold neu-
trality of an impartial judge.”  It serves, too, as a reminder 
of the relatively modest station we’re meant to occupy in 
a democratic society.  In other places, judges wear scar-
let and ermine.  Here, we’re told to buy our own plain black 
robes –  and I can attest the   (Continued on page 10) 
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 LAKE COUNTY HISTORICAL MOMENT 

By Judge Paul H. Mitrovich (Ret.) 

  

 On June 3, 1779 Burton’s first settlers arrived and cleared land for a garden and began building homes and barns.  By 1806 when 
Peter Hitchcock arrived from Connecticut, Burton was a thriving community. with frame houses, barns businesses, a school, a Mill, a Tannery 
and a bridge across the Cuyahoga  River.   Peter Hitchcock was typical of the settlers in the Western Reserve, so much so, that an editor in 
1840 called the area “New England in miniature.” 
 Hitchcock was born in Cheshire, Connecticut  the son of a skilled craftsman.  He taught school in the Summer in order to pay his 
way through Yale Law School where he graduated in 1804. When he surveyed his prospects in Connecticut, he found little to satisfy his ambi-
tious spirit.  He realized the sleepy New England  atmosphere lent little to obtaining fame and fortune, particularly since he was without 
means.  The Western Reserve, Connecticut’s own reserve, would provide that opportunity in a New England atmosphere.   He turned                                                                
West like thousands of other pioneers. 

In 1806 the Western Reserve was a vast wilderness.   Hitchcock and his young wife, Nabby, decided to settle in Burton which was 
like an oasis.  Several Cheshire families had preceded Hitchcock and Nabby joined her brother-in-law, John Ford and her sister.    Hitchcock 
immediately set to work clearing his land, building his cabin and setting up his law practice.  He soon became well known and.  to tide himself 
over, he became a teacher at the newly established Burton Academy.  His practice steadily improved so that after a year he quit teaching and 
concentrated on his practice. 

Peter Hitchcock was soon recognized in Geauga County as a man of ability and integrity.  He entered politics and in 1810 and was 
elected to the State Legislature.  He served in the legislature until 1817 when he was elected to Congress.  Being a Congressman did not 
satisfy Hitchcock as he longed to return to Ohio.  He was not unhappy when he lost his bid for reelection in1818. 

He returned to Ohio and in February 1819 the Ohio State Legislature offered him a seat on the Ohio Supreme Court. Hitchcock sat 
on the bench until 1833.  He filled the passion with distinction but at that time, the legislature appointed the judges and the political climate 
changed.  That Fall  Geauga County elected Hitchcock to the State Senate.  During his tenure, the political powers again shifted and he was 
returned to the Supreme Court..  He served on the court until his death. 

Hitchcock lived his life in Burton.and was looked upon as one of  its leading citizens.  He was not an official member of any church 
until 1834 but he contributed large sums to the Congregational Church.    Before Burton had a resident Minister, Hitchcock delivered the ser-
mon on Sundays.  He advocated for Sunday School and helped implement them.  In the 1830’s he gave up all spirit beverages and was an 
advocate for temperance. 
Hitchcock was such a successful politician that he was known throughout the state as the “Father of the Ohio Constitution.”  He was also a 
successful father and family man.  He raised three sons, Reuben and Peter, Jr., each became leading Ohio political figures.  The third son, 
Henry Lawrence became a Congregationalist minister and later the president of Western Reserve College in Hudson, Ohio.  The four Hitch-
cock daughters received higher educations and each married successful businessmen. 

His home, a simple New England style remains in Burton.. 
 

 
 

EXECUTIVE MEETING MINUTES  
SEPTEMBER 2 0 1 7  

 
The meeting was called to order at Pub Frato in Concord Twp. at 
12:14 p.m. by President Brandon Dynes. 
 
In attendance were: President Brandon Dynes, Vice President Paul 
Malchesky, Treasurer Michael Germano, Past President Darya 
Klammer, Trustee Anna Parise, Trustee Lori Kilpeck, District 18 
Board of Governors Representative Stuart Cordell and Executive 
Director Ruth Ann Shultz. Absent, but excused, was Secretary 
Joshua Strickland and Trustee Robert Simpson. 
 
A Motion was made by Paul Malchesky and seconded by Darya 
Klammer to approve the minutes of the Executive Committee’s 
meeting for August 2017 as amended. The Motion was carried 
unanimously. 
 
Michael Germano presented the Treasurer’s Report.  A discussion 
was held regarding expenses from the golf outing and expenses for 
future golf outings. 
 

 

The Committee returned to Old Business and continued a discussion 
on increasing bar membership through incentives to law students and 
the law schools to join at a reduced/nominal rate or sponsorship of a 
new member. We further discussed winter social events for the bar 
association such as a CLE at a ski resort and spring social events 
such as a gala/casino night. The discussion also continued regarding 
attendance policies on the grievance committee. 
 
The Committee then moved to New Business and discussed the re-
tention of Heiser & Company as accountants. The Committee also 
discussed our position on the potential elimination of an appellate 
judge in the 11th district. 
 
Finally, we agreed to move the October meeting to Monday, October 
16, 2017 at 12:00 p.m. at Pub Frato from Friday, October 13, 2017. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:04 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Lori Kilpeck, Acting Secretary  
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LAKE COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION 

FISCAL YTD PROFIT & LOSS STATEMENT 

JUNE 1, 2017 THRU SEPTEMBER 30, 2017 

 

INCOME 

401-Bar Roster          50.00 

402-Dues                  1,350.00                 

404-Interest Income       258.85 

405-Lake Legal Views Ads                1,150.00 

407-Notary Fees                14,872.00 

408-Referral Fees                     750.00 

409-Weekly Lunch                 1,850.00 

410-Miscellaneous Income      488.73 

412-Golf Outing                21,885.00 

413-Seminar 

              414-Common Pleas Seminar        3,500.00 

 421-Real Estate               770.00 

 426-Family Law    15.00    

Total 413-Seminar                 4,285.00  

416-Law Day                       75.00 

450-Annual Meeting                     775.00 

TOTAL  INCOME               47,789.58 

 

EXPENSE 

601-Accounting Fees       620.00 

604-Bank Charges       510.51 

608-Flowers & Memorials       183.44 

609-Golf Outings                              19,794.39 

611-Employee Retirement                    833.34 

613-Insurance-Health                 6,894.06 

620-Law Day                       75.00 

622-Lunch Payments                 1,736.63 

631-Office Expense                    188.27 

634-Office Supplies                    401.04 

637-Payroll Taxes                 2,017.96 

639-Postage Machine Rental & Ink                   376.64    

640-Postage                     862.96 

642-Seminars 

 655-Family Law   66.70 

 656-Procrastinator’s Seminar 25.00 

 657-Real Estate   25.00 

              660-Common Pleas Seminar            25.00 

 672-GAL   25.00  

Total 642-Seminars       166.70 

643-Yellow Pages                     512.00 

646-Travel Reimbursement                    305.50 

647-Rent                                3,379.92 

648-Telephone                        20.02 

650-Wages                 24,456.05 

662-Website          50.00 

664-Meet Your Judge         25.00 

679-Board Meeting Expense        58.00 

680-Annual Meeting Expense                 1,586.27 

TOTAL EXPENSE                             65,053.91 

 

NET ORDINARY INCOME                           -17,264.33 

 

NET INCOME    $                       -17,264.33 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

  FISCAL YTD BLALANCE SHEET 

Fiscal YTD as of  SEPTEMBER 30, 2017 

 

ASSETS 
Total Current Assets          $              77,297.37 

 

Total Other Assets 

 210-Interest Receivable                                60.75 

 

TOTAL ASSETS          $              77,358.12 

LIABILITIES & EQUITY 

Total Current Liabilities          $                 2,170.74 

 

 

EQUITY 

Retained Earnings          $              92,451.71 

Net Income                        -  17,264.33 

 

TOTAL EQUITY          $              75,187.38 

 

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY    $               77,358.12         

 

SETTLEMENT WEEK 
 
 

Lake County Common Pleas Court Settlement 
Week:  
DECEMBER 4 - DECEMBER 8, 2017  
 
The Lake County Common Pleas Court’s “Settlement Week” 
reduces judge’s dockets, speeds up the judicial docket for re-
main-ing cases, and provides closure to pending cases through 
the assistance of lawyers who mediate cases pre-selected by 
the Lake County Common Pleas judges.  
 
Attorneys at Reminger Co., LPA have headed up the Settlement 
Week efforts in Lake County for the past 8 years. Settlement 
Week is scheduled for December 4, 2017 through December 8, 
2017. For more information, or to volunteer as a mediator, 
please contact Reminger attorneys Russell J. Meraglio, Jr. at 
rmeraglio@reminger.com or Allison M. McMeechan at  
amcmeechan@reminger.com . 

mailto:rmeraglio@reminger.com
mailto:amcmeechan@reminger.com
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standard choir outfit at the local uniform supply 
store is a good deal.  Ours is a judiciary of honest 
black polyester.  

 The National Judicial College inquired into judges’ thoughts 
about wearing a robe in 201710.  Most judges, 83 percent of the more 
than 1,250 surveyed, said that they enjoy wearing their judicial robes.  
Several reasons were offered by the judges for their favorable opin-
ions, including that robes differentiate a judge and reinforce the dig-
nity of the position.  It also serves as “a visual reminder of the formal-
ity of the proceedings, and a reminder to the wearer of a solemn 
commitment to fairness and neutrality.”  In other words, the robe is 
not just some relic from hundreds of years ago, although its prestige 
benefits from its long history and cultural acceptance, but is a way of 
ensuring the judge and the court are given proper respect.   
 Some judges, however, have questioned the power that a 
robe gives them, and have seen “many judges let the robe go to their 
heads.”  Others have noted that they may not wear a robe when in-
terviewing children in order to avoid intimidating them.  As noted 
above, some New York judges see robes as a barrier to interaction 
with defendants.    
 When it comes to the public, robes are easily recognized as 
a sign of judicial authority.  The Ohio Supreme Court has consistently 
made clear that robes are to be respected, as is evidenced by its 
disciplinary decisions.  Even candidates for judicial office who have 
previously served as judges may not wear robes or other items such 
as name tags in their campaign materials, for fear that it may give the 
impression to the public that they are an incumbent judge.  See In re 
Judicial Campaign Complaint Against O’Toole, 141 Ohio St.3d 355, 
2014-Ohio-4046, 24 N.E.3d 1114.  Also In re Judicial Campaign 
Complaint Against Lilly, 117 Ohio St.3d 1467, 2008-Ohio-1846, 884 
N.E.2d 1101; In re Judicial Campaign Complaint Against Moll, 135 
Ohio St.3d 156, 2012-Ohio-5674, 985 N.E.2d 436.  These cases 
demonstrate the great emphasis that the judiciary places on regulat-
ing its profession and maintaining the public’s confidence.  Just wear-
ing a robe has the power to change the voters’ perception and opin-
ion about a judge or prospective judge. KeyCite Yellow Flag - Nega-
tive Treatment 
 One study on judicial robes asked law students participating 
in moot court arguments questions about the impact of judicial attire 
and the setting of the argument on their perception of moot court 
judges11.  Specifically, the authors were interested in whether the 
wearing of a robe, and adoption of other formal procedures, impacted 
the manner in which the public respected the judiciary and its func-
tion.  It was determined that “those arguing before a judge who wore 
robes perceived the judge to be more knowledgeable than those ar-
guing before a judge in business attire.”  Id. at 237.  Again, then, judi-
cial attire impacts the perception of a judge and the court. 

At first glance, a review of judicial attire and the different 
styles of historical and current judicial dress may seem to be merely 
a topic of general interest, or a question asked out of simple curios-
ity12.  As discussed above, this subject does have further-reaching 
implications than may initially appear to be the case.   

A judge’s decision whether to wear a black or colorful robe, 
accessories, or even a suit rather than a robe, can impact the public’s 
perception of the judge and the integrity of the court.  It can also af-
fect how confident a judge may feel interacting with the public.  In the 
absence of rules regulating a judge’s dress, it is incumbent upon that 
judge to consider these issues when determining appropriate attire.   

 

 

As the Honorable Justices of the United States Supreme Court have ex-
plained, the humble robe donned by judges throughout the United States 
speaks to many wide-ranging values, from shared judicial purpose, to integ-
rity, respect, and democracy.  Each time a judge dons his or her robe, a 
physical reminder of the oath taken to uphold the principles of justice is pre-
sent.  A simple article of clothing, a plain cloth robe, holds a great deal of 
power. 
 
1.

Judge Diane V. Grendell is a judge on the Ohio Eleventh District Court of 

Appeals.  The author would like to recognize Julie Beadle for her assistance in 
writing this article.  
 
2. Judge Lucy Gamon, Why Does a Judge Wear a Black Robe? Ottumwa Courier, http://

www.ottumwacourier.com/opinion/court_calls/why-does-a-judge-wear-a-black-robe/
article_98c050b 9-1ad8-5e39-8507-444c337b38d0.html (June 6, 2011); Jana Baca, The Un-
usual Story Behind the Usual– Courtroom Attire, Ontario Bar Association, http://www.oba.org/
en/pdf/sec_news_fam_jan12_bac_gow.pdf (Feb. 2012). 
 
3. Michigan Courts, 

http://courts.mi.gov/education/learning-center/Pages/hidden/Symbols-of-Authority.aspx.  
 
4. See Meghan Collins, Why Do Judges Wear Black Robes?, Juris Magazine, http://

jurismagazine.com/why-do-judges-wear-black-robes/ (Oct. 24, 2013).  As the article notes, 
given that much of the United States’ law was based on English common law, it is unsurprising 
that at least part of the traditional wardrobe was adopted.  
 
5. STEVE BOUSQUET, CHIEF JUSTICE LAYS DOWN THE LAW: BLACK ROBES ONLY 

IN COURT, TAMPA BAY TIMES, HTTP://WWW.TAMPABAY.COM/NEWS/POLITICS/
LEGISLATURE/CHIEF-JUSTICE-LAYS-DOWN-THE-LAW-BLACK-ROBES-ONLY-IN-
COURT/2230236 (MAY 19, 2015). 

 
6.

Photographs relating to this inspiration, and other judicial clothing items such as justices’ 

lace collars and “legal skullcaps,” can be found on Harvard University’s website: https://
exhibits.law.harvard.edu/decorated-sleeve.  
  

7. ROBIN GIVHAN, TRIAL BY ATTIRE: SUPREME COURT LOOK SHOULD GO WITH EVERYTHING WE 
BELIEVEIN, HTTP://WWW.WASHINGTONPOST.COM/WP-DYN/CONTENT/ARTICLE/2010/10/08/
AR2010100806588.HTML (OCT 9, 2010).  

8. http://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/justice-sandra-day-oconnor-on-why-judges-wear-
black-robes-4370574/ (Nov. 2013).  When it comes to Justice O’Connor’s attire, she was known 
to often wear a lace collar with her black robe.   
 
9. Honorable Neil M. Gorsuch, Law’s Irony, 37 Harv. J.L. & Pub. Policy 743, 752 (2014).   
 
10. See http://www.judges.org/vote-judges-like-wearing-robe-widely-varying-reasons/.    
 
 11. Oscar G. Chase and Jonathan Thong, Judging Judges: The Effect of Courtroom Ceremony 
on Participant Evaluation of Process Fairness-related Factors, 24 Yale J.L. & Human. 221 
(2012).  
 
12. There are more than a few articles written about what judges wear under their robes.  See 
Erik M. Jensen, Under the Robes: A Judicial Right to Bare Arms (and Legs and . . .), http://
scholarlycommons.law.case.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?
article=1063&context=faculty_publications. 
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I was a switchboard operator at Claude Foster Hall which I don’t think 
exists anymore.  It was where all the freshmen were. 
 
Did you do that while you were taking classes?   
Yeah.  I also ran the pool room at Duke for a year. 
 
So, you went to Duke for law school . . . obviously a low tier 
school.   You must not be very smart. 
Yes, Duke for law school.  I’m pretty.  That’s how I look at it.  Very 
pretty, but not smart. 
 
What made you decide to attend Duke? 
I think they gave me the biggest scholarship.  Scholarship and loan – 
the whole package.  We didn’t really have a lot of money. 
 
Scholarship to Western Reserve too? 
Yes. 
 
Tell me about your experience at Duke. 
Duke was fun.  The first year I didn’t take very seriously.   I came 
home for the summer and was a newspaper reporter for the Paines-
ville Telegraph. 
 
What type of reporting?  General reporter.  I had a lot of fun.  Got to 
go cover things.  I got to take pictures and meet people.  It was great. 
Between my second and third year at Duke we (I was married then) 
went to Milwaukee and I worked for First Wisconsin Trust Company 
in the trust department doing estate tax work. 
 
How did you end up in Milwaukee? 
Interviewed and got the job.   I loved taxes, which is odd because I 
don’t even do my own taxes anymore.    I took all the tax courses I 
could.   And then I worked in Columbus for a year in a law firm whose 
senior partner had gone to Duke and had been Richard Nixon’s 
roommate in law school.  The guy’s name was Lyman Brownfield.  
He was quite a well-known eccentric in Columbus.  Great guy.  And 
then as I was wanting to leave him.  I was seeking different govern-
ment positions and I got a job as a tax trial lawyer for the IRS but it 
required a move to New York.  Can’t think of the movie but they re-
made it with Steve Carell and Tina Fey, I think.  The movie at the 
time was Sandy Dennis and somebody else which was about a guy 
from Columbus whose company wanted to transfer him to New York.  
So, they go to New York for a weekend and everything bad happens 
to them.  My wife decides at the time that, no, we weren’t going to do 
that.  So we didn’t do that.  Instead, I came up to work in Cleveland. 
 
What brought you back to Cleveland? 
I got a job with Eaton Corporation as a corporate attorney.  Stayed 
there 5 years and became a senior attorney until I convinced my wife 
in 1976 that I could be county commissioner.  So I quit my job, ran for 
county commissioner against a guy named Mike Coffey.  I will tell you 
that we had one of the closest races in 1976 but every Republican 
lost.  So, me too.   I was told that was the end of my political career 
by my spouse.  We had, at that point, I think we were working on our 
third kid (I have four kids who range in age from 38 to 48).   So I de-
cided no more politics.  I then joined Walter Haverfield  downtown in  
Cleveland.  And that lasted for a few years.  I was bringing in enough 
clients that I thought “ I don’t know why I am here.”  The senior  

partner had retired and he was kind of a mentor to me.  One of my 
best friends, Mike McMenamin, who later became managing partner 
at Walter Haverfield - I was his son’s godfather.  It was a close rela-
tionship and we knew each other in college.  After Walter Haverfield 
I came out here and just set up shop. 
 
Where was your first office out here? 
First office was with Bob DiCello at his place over there with Marvin 
Plasco and Harry Field.  The four of us were in the Western Re-
serve Law Building. 
 
So it was just the four of you at that time?  Yes, and then Marvin 
and I left after a few years and went to an office on Progressive 
Parkway down off Heisley.  After a few years of that we went over to 
a building that better accommodated our bigger operation – the Polo 
Building.  We had the bulk of the third floor of the Polo Building. 
 
Who was with you then? 
Marvin, me, Gene Lucci, Loxterman and Jim Todoroff and a couple 
of others too.  Gary Rosenthal and Pat Hanrahan.  It was a fairly 
good sized group. 
 
You were also heavily involved with politics, right?  Yes, in ’76 I 
was the chairman of the Republican party and I have always been, 
up until the last couple of years, involved in a lot of campaigns.  I will 
tell you, and he will verify, if you’ve heard the slogan “I Love Lucci” 
that was me.  We were driving down the road and I came up with it.   

Gene and I have always been pretty close.    

You’ve tried a lot of cases in your career.  Any that stand out?   
Lucci and I went through a period where we were trying a case in 
front of a jury, something like almost every month back in the late 
80’s and early 90’s.  I remember Dan Richards and I were trying a 
case against each other back in the early 90’s.  After we finished 
and were leaving (Dan and I had been friends for years) he said, “I 
gotta go back and do this on Monday,” and I said, “You too?”   I 
think that’s what stands out.  We used to try a lot more cases. 
 
Did you ever consider running for judge? 
No, it came up once when I was very involved in Republican politics, 
but I was always involved in all these outside real estate invest-
ments and things that you just can’t walk away from so, you know, I 
never did. 
 
I was Dick Swain’s acting judge for years when I lived in Mentor.  
Every time he would go on vacation I would go sit for Dick. He and I 
were very close friends.  Dick Swain and I were extremely close.  
For years I did all the civil stuff in Willoughby Municipal Court.  At 
the time they called it a referee.  I did that for years in the 70’s and 
early 80’s under Elaine Crane. 
 
What other positions have you held over the years?  
I was on the Lakeland Board of Directors and I was the Chairman 
for a while at Lakeland. I managed a lot of campaigns.  I was the 
financial person for some.  I have worked on other campaigns, not 
only Gene’s, but Ted Klammer too.  He and I were very good 
friends.  I realize he wasn’t a republican but he and I were very good 
friends all the way until he passed.  I am still good friends with 
Randy.  He is a great guy.  I remember             (Continued on page 14) 
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30th Annual Accredited CLE Update 

8 Hours of CLE – including Professionalism requirement 

10 Speakers  -  1 Day  

Friday, December 15, 2017 

Presented by 

        

Scheduled Presenters to Include: 
Judge William O’Neill - Ohio Supreme Court 

Judge Mark Bartolotta - Lake County Probate Court 

Judge Eugene Lucci - Lake County Court of Common Pleas 

Judge John O’Donnell - Lake County Court of Common Pleas 

Randy Carver, RJFS Registered Principal 

 

Time: Registration & Breakfast 7:00 am – 8:00 am  
Presentations 8:00 am – 5:30 pm 

Place: LaMalfa Conference Center – Heisley Rd. Mentor OH 

Tuition is $225 in advance or $285 at the door subject to space being available.  
Tuition includes: breakfast, lunch and all materials 

To reserve space email: Darlene.Hanus@raymondjames.com  or phone (440) 
974-0808 

More information available at www.accreditedcle.com  

Carver Financial Services Inc. 
7473 Center St.   Mentor OH    44060 

Securities offered through Raymond James Financial Services, Inc. Member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advisory services are offered through Raymond 

James Financial Services Advisors, Inc. Carver Financial Services, Inc. is not a registered broker/dealer and is independent of Raymond James 

Financial Services. 

 
 

The opinions and services of the speakers and entities at the event are independent of Raymond James. 
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PRESIDENT’S COLUMN (Continued from page 12) 
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NEW APPLICANT REPORT 
 

REPORT ON APPLICANTS FOR ADMISSION TO THE  
LAKE COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION 

Pursuant to the by-laws, the Membership Committee reports that 
the following applicants have qualified for membership in the Asso-
ciation and the applications have been approved by the committee: 

 
SEPTEMBER 

 
Ralph R. Lustri is an attorney with an office in Waite Hill, OH.  Mr. 

Lustri also resides in Waite Hill, OH. 
 

Susan Obojski is a new Associate member.  Ms. Obojski is a 
Paralegal with Michael C. Hennenberg, Esq. in Mayfield Hts., OH.  

Ms. Obojski currently resides in Cleveland Hts., OH. 

 

 
    Joshua J. Strickland 
    Committee Chairperson 

NOTE OF THANKS 
 

Lake County Bar Association, 
 
Thank you so very much for the beautiful flowers sent for Bill Joherl.  
We, the family greatly appreciate your kindness during this difficult 
time for all of us. 

coming home one winter night and there was a phone call from an 
irate Ted Klammer.  “Walt, what is going on here?” I said, “Whoa, 
whoa, whoa, what happened?”  Ted says, “Well your son was shoot-
ing at my son with a bb gun!” I said to my son, “What did you do?  
What the hell is a matter with you?”  He then tells me, “We had leather 
jackets on and I just wanted to see if it would bounce off.”    
 
What would you say your greatest accomplishment is or what are 
you most proud of? 
Having four kids all of whom have graduate degrees and all of whom 
are pretty successful in their own right.  I also have seven grandkids 
with the eighth on the way.  I do a lot of babysitting. 
 
What have you found over the years that you enjoy the most 
about being a lawyer? 
Well I like other lawyers.  I think other lawyers are great people. They 
are much more interesting than other professions, I think.  And gener-
ally more widely read, more humorous and so forth.  And also, I like 
the idea of solving problems.  I like helping people and solving prob-
lems.  I think that is the main thing that you have to like. 
 
How would you like to be remembered as a lawyer when people 
talk about you? 
I’d like to be remembered as competent, but honorable.  Someone 
people could enjoy.  Someone people got a laugh with.  Someone 
who’s word meant something.  There are lawyers, and just a couple of 
them, who if they told me today that it is daylight outside I would go 
check for myself and that is sad.  Your word has to be your bond.  You 
will now hear from all the people I cheated! 
 
What advice and suggestions would you give young lawyers to-
day?   
My suggestion is, first of all, work hard until you are 72 and then slack 
off a bit.  Work hard and never forget the duty you owe to your clients.  
Represent them vigorously but lead a balanced life.  Find time for your 
kid’s softball games and you know, going out with your wife and doing 
all those things.  As they say, at the end of the day no one ever re-
grets being at work. 
 
What hobbies or interests do you have outside of the practice of 
law? 
I am a big reader.  I’m big into history.  I don’t really have that many 
hobbies or interests.  That is a fault of mine.  I think as you get older 
you should have those things and I don’t, but I am pretty content. 
 
What are you reading now?   
I’m in the middle of a book now about DNA. I’m maybe 100 and some 
pages into it about DNA.  It is a very detailed complicated book – it’s 
lost me.  And I will get lost in physics books when they get into the 
math.  You know, I stopped at algebra 2.   I don’t know solid geometry 
and I never took calculus.  It’s tough. I didn’t know anything about 
physics so I started reading about physics and I would walk around 
trying to explain string theory to everybody and Lucci would just sit 
there and go, “Get out of my office!  I don’t want to hear this.” 
 
Any other hobbies?   Sports?I’m one of the few guys who does not 
golf. Dick Swain would be so frustrated by this.  We would be out try-

ing it and I would hit a ball that might go 200 yards but it would go 
200 yards to the right.  He would sit there and go, “Damn!  If you 
would only practice you could maybe be decent.”  Several times I 
would play 18 holes and decide on the 14th hole that I’m bored.  I 
can’t do it.  Don’t understand the charm.  When I was a kid I was a 
pitcher.  I played baseball.  I probably couldn’t throw a ball from the 
mound to the catcher now so you know, it’s not like you can keep 
that up. 
 
Did you play baseball in high school? 
I played baseball up through what they call Class E. It was not in 
high school it was the summer leagues and then you get to Ameri-
can Legion ball.  I quit after Class E because I found girls.  I was 17 
or something. 
 
What is the trophy. . .  
That is my trophy for being the worst bocce ball player in the United 
States.  Russ Meraglio, Ted Klammer, me and a couple of other 
guys were on a bocce team.  I was awful.  I am not an athletic guy. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
NOVEMBER 
3rd Real Estate Seminar, 1:30 - 4:30 p.m. in Lake County Probate Hearing Room 
4th Notary Test, 10:00 a.m. at Lakeland Community College - Bldg T, Room 129 
5th DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME 
7th ELECTION DAY 
8th Meet Your Judge - Judge Colleen Falkowski, 12:00 noon - 1:00 p.m. In D.R. Courtroom 
11th VETERAN’S DAY - Courthouse Closed in Observance on November 10, 2017 
16th Grievance Committee Meeting, 8:00 a.m. Second Floor Courthouse West Annex 
17th Executive Board Meeting, 12:00 noon at Pub Frato in Concord, OH 
20th Deadline for LAKE LEGAL VIEWS 
21st Real Estate Committee Meeting, 8:00 a.m. at 41 E. Erie St. in Painesville, OH 
23rd - 24th HAPPY THANKSGIVING - Courthouse Closed 
30th Legal Aid Annual Complimentary CLE - Willoughby Municipal Court in Willoughby, OH 
 
DECEMBER 
1st GAL Seminar,  
2nd Notary Test, 10:00 a.m. at Lakeland Community College - Bldg T, Room 129 
 Procrastinator’s Seminar, 8:00 a.m. at Hellriegel’s Inn, Painesville, OH 
4-8 Settlement Week 
7th Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day 
8th Executive Committee Board Meeting, 12 noon at Pub Frato in Concord, OH 
12th HANUKKAH 
19th Real Estate Committee Meeting, 8:00 a.m. at 41 E. Erie St. in Painesville, OH 
20th Deadline for LAKE LEGAL VIEWS 
21st Grievance Committee Meeting, 8:00 a.m. Second Floor Courthouse West Annex 
25th CHRISTMAS - Courthouse Closed 
 

 

 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                              
  
 
 
 
 
 

 

SPECIAL INTEREST 
 

MEET YOUR JUDGE 
Honorable Colleen Falkowski 

Wednesday November 8, 2017 
12:00 noon - 1:00 p.m. 

Lake County Domestic Relations 
47 North Park Place 

Painesville, OH  44077 
 

ANNUAL LEGAL AID  
COMPLIMENTARY CLE 

Thursday November 30, 2017 
Willoughby Municipal Court 

4000 Erie St. 
Willoughby, OH  44094 

 
GAL SEMINAR 

Friday December 1, 2017 

The Holden University Center  
  4242 SR 306 

 Kirtland, OH 44094 
 

PROCRASTINATOR’S SEMINAR 
Saturday December 2, 2017 

Hellriegel’s Inn 
1840 Mentor Avenue 

Painesville, OH  44077 
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Lake County Attorneys Title Agency, LLC 
 

“Providing exceptional real estate title and settlement services since 2003” 

 

 

 
41 East Erie Street 

Painesville, Ohio 44077 

(440) 357-1901 Tel.     (440) 357-1902 Fax 

baveni@csalawgroup.com 
 

Principals: 

 

Benjamin L. Aveni   Anthony J. Aveni    Paul R. Malchesky 
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Lake County Bar Association 

Courthouse West Annex 

25 North Park Place 

Painesville, Ohio  44077 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

God Bless America & 

Protect Our Troops 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
OFFICE SPACE  

 

TWO OFFICES AVAILABLE IN MENTOR 
AT CARRABINE & REARDON 

EXPENSE SHARING ARRANGEMENT  
IS NEGOTIABLE; GREAT LOCATION 

CONTACT JIM REARDON 
(440) 974-9911 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

    

Lake Legal Views  Editorial Staff: 
 
Editor …………………………..  Joshua J. Strickland 
Judicial Coordinator ………….. Judge John Trebets 
LCBA Executive Director …….  Ruth Ann Shultz 
LCBA Administrative Assistant  Carrie Harps 
 
2017-2018     LCBA Executive Board: 
  President ……………  BRANDON D.R. DYNES 
  Vice President ……….PAUL R. MALCHESKY 
  Treasurer …………… .MICHAEL P. GERMANO 
  Secretary ……………. JOSHUA J. STRICKLAND 
  Past President ……….DARYA J. KLAMMER 
  Trustee …………… ….ROBERT A. SIMPSON 
  Trustee………………...LORI R. KILPECK 
  Trustee ………………..ANNA M. PARISE 
   District 18 Board of Governors….. 
   STUART CORDELL 
  District 18 Representative… ANNA M. PARISE 
 
Lake Legal Views is a publication of the Lake County Bar 

Association. Opinions expressed in articles in Lake Legal 

Views are those of the authors and do not necessarily 

reflect the views of the staff of Lake Legal Views or the 

officers and members of the Lake County Bar Association. 

Lake County Bar Association 
Courthouse West Annex 
P.O. Box 490 
Painesville, Ohio  44077 

 
(440) 350-5800 or 
(440) 350-2180 
Fax: (440) 350-2298 
 
www.lakecountyohiobar.com 
barassociation@lakecountyohio.gov 
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DAVID C. BENEDICT, PRESIDENT 

         87 South St. Clair St.                         Phone   (440)354-4308 · (440)951-5875 
         Painesville, Ohio  44077          Fax · (440)354-3101 

www.benedictinsurance.com 

BONDS · SURETY & FIDELITY 
COMPLETE INSURANCE SERVICES 

 

OFFICE AVAILABLE 
$500/MONTH 

 
SEEKING YOUNG ATTORNEY TO 

INCORPORATE INTO EXISTING PRACTICE. 
 

STERNBERG & ZEID CO., L.P.A. 
7547 MENTOR AVENUE 

MENTOR, OH  44060 
440-942-6267 

STERNBERGZEID@AMERITECH.NET 
WWW.STERNBERGANDZEID.COM 

CONDOLENCES 
 

The Lake County Bar Association would like to extend heartfelt  
condolences to William Joherl on the passing of his father, William D. Joherl 
on September 23, 2017.  He and his family are in our thoughts and prayers. 
 
 
The Lake County Bar Association also extends heartfelt condolences to  
Russell Meraglio and his family on the loss of his son, Ryan Meraglio.   
Ryan passed away on October 15, 2017.  They are in our thoughts  
and prayers. 

mailto:STERNBERGZEID@AMERITECH.NET
http://WWW.STERNBERGANDZEID.COM

