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LAKE COUNTY 
BAR ASSOCIATION 

Volume 41 Number 12 

December 2017 

PRESIDENT’S COLUMN 

LCBA President 
Brandon D.R. Dynes 

This past month has brought with it the loss of two 
longtime bar members:  Al Denman and Bob La-
Force.   We also lost longtime friend of the bar asso-
ciation, Deputy Julie Farrell who was frequently the 
first face most people encountered when entering 
probate or common pleas court.  All three will be 
dearly missed as will their contributions to our bar 
and the community they served. 
 
I must say that I’m certainly no misogynist but ap-
parently there are those out there who were ques-
tioning whether or not I was.  While I certainly bear a 
striking resemblance to Spanky from Our Gang, I 
assure you that there was no movement afoot by 
me to re-convene the infamous He-Man Woman-
Haters Club as a committee within our illustrious 
association.  Apparently, the fact that my interviews 
have yet to include a female attorney has called 
into question my attitude and intentions.  Well, tou-
ché doubters, naysayers and ne’er-do-well’s  - this 
month’s interview is of Judge Karen Lawson. 
 
Judge Lawson was featured in an article in Cleve-
land Magazine earlier this year and although the 
readership of that periodical pales in comparison to 
the readership of Lake Legal Views, Judge Lawson 
was genuinely surprised and taken aback that I 
requested an interview of her.  I suspect perhaps 
she was not so surprised to be interviewed by 
Cleveland Magazine.   To be quite honest, I truly 
don’t believe her surprise was due to the miscon-
ception that I’m a misogynist.  Regardless, Judge 
Lawson ultimately agreed to sit down and talk with 
me and when we did so she continued (as many 
before her have done) to suggest that she doesn’t 
quite merit an interview and that she doesn’t really 
have anything “very interesting” to offer.  I found 
her to be very forthcoming and candid.  Judge Law-
son is straightforward, undisguised and transpar-
ent.   Like all the interviewees there was not even 
the slightest hint of arrogance or self-import.  Con-
versely, she was notably thankful for all the people 
in her life with whom she has had the pleasure of 
working with and who have helped her in achieving 
her successes. 
 
Where were you born and raised? 
I was raised in a little tiny town in the Poconos in 
Pennsylvania, called Conyngham.  Next biggest 
town is Hazleton, Pennsylvania.  I was actually 
born in Wilkes-Barre.  That is where the nearest 
hospital was.  There are 1500 people that live in 

mom still lives there.  My mom just turned 90 and 
she is an elected official.  She is the Conyngham 
Burrough Tax Collector. Isn’t that a hoot?  She’s 
sweet and darling. 
 
How long did you live in Conyngham? 
Until I went to college.  I went to kindergarten 
when I was four -I think they wanted me out of 
the house. I graduated from high school when I 
was 17. I went to college in Allentown, Pennsyl-
vania to an all-women’s college that was called 
Cedar Crest College, which was then affiliated 
with Lehigh University, probably a better known 
school.  When I started college Lehigh was all 
men.  And then I came to Cleveland to go to law 
school.  And I got here because my mother‘s 
eldest brother Joe was a federal bankruptcy 
court judge in Youngstown.  So, my uncle Joe 
lived in Youngstown and I came to law school 
here. He is now deceased. 
 
Do you have any siblings? 
I have 2 sisters, one older and one younger and 
a younger brother.  My younger sister lives in 
Conyngham.  She was also very involved in poli-
tics in her life having worked for the first Presi-
dent George Bush at the White House; worked 
for the Governor of Maine; and worked for Tom 
Ridge when he was the Governor of Pennsyl-
vania.  She does private consulting work now.  
She’s a very interesting and fun woman.    
 
 Very interesting jobs, I’m sure.   
She lived in Washington and ultimately went 
back to our hometown. 
 

My older sister works in Harrisburg for the Penn-

sylvania Department of Transportation                                                      
   (Continued on page 2) 



2  

2  

2 

PRESIDENT’S COLUMN (Continued from page 1) 

MOCK TRIAL 2 0 1 8  

 
Dear Bar Members, 
 
The dates for the 2017-18 Ohio High School Mock Trial season are listed below: 
 
Districts:       Friday, January 26th 
Regionals:    Friday, February 16th 
States:           March 8-10th (Columbus, OH) 
 
Lake County Common Pleas Court will host the district competition on Jan. 
26.  Please mark your schedules and if you are available to serve, send me an e-mail 
(JudgeLucci@LakeCountyOhio.gov) so that I can refer to it later when making up the 
schedule of panels once we know how many teams will be competing.  The Ohio Cen-
ter on Law-Related Education does not determine and announce competition line-ups 
and locations until a week before the competition date. 
 
We may again host the regional competition on Feb. 16, although it will require fewer 
judges and attorneys than the district.  Let me know if you can also serve for the re-
gional.  It is helpful to have judges/attorneys serve on both competitions for consis-
tency of scoring. 
 
I also need to know if you think you have any conflicts in presiding over any area high 
schools that might be in the competition. 
 
Thank you. 
 

Judge Eugene A. Lucci 
Lake County Common Pleas Court 
General Division 
47 North Park Place 
Painesville, OH 44077 
Phone  440.350.2100 
Fax  440.350.2210 
Email  JudgeLucci@LakeCountyOhio.gov 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY WISHES TO: 
 

 Joseph Cindirc  12/5 
 Honorable Karen Lawson 12/5 
 James Reardon  12/6 
 James Carrabine  12/7 
 Gerald Patronite  12/10 
 David Pontius  12/10 
 Dennis LoConti  12/11 
 Honorable Cynthia Rice 12/11 
 I. James Hackenberg  12/13 
 Anita Staley   12/17 
 Lisa Carey   12/19 
 Deborah Loughner  12/20 
 Shannon Cianciola  12/23 
 Andrej Cuturic  12/23 
 Hans Kuenzi   12/23 
 Brandon Dynes  12/24 
 Janeane Cappara  12/26 
 Richard Orosz  12/26 
 Davida Dodson  12/27 
 Kirk Loxterman  12/28 
 David Banas   12/31 
 Ann Bergen   1/01 
 Mirela Turc   1/01 
 Kevin Goodman  1/03 
 Ralph Lustri   1/04 
 Edmund Turk  1/07 

SUNNY SIDE ANNOUNCEMENTS  

LCBA NEW WEBSITE 
 

Lake County Bar Association has 
launched their new website!  Thank you to Nick 
Laudato from Wiles & Richards for setting up the 
site for us.    The new site at 
www.lakecountyohiobar.com offers a brand new 
streamlined look and is easy to navigate.   
 
One of the features that the bar association offers 
is the opportunity for the members to list their con-
tact information and category of practice which is 
available  to the community.  For just $50.00, you 
have the opportunity to link your information to 
two practice areas. The new website agreement 
will be effective January 1, 2018 and expire on 
December 31, 2018.   

 
We have included the sign up form in this issue 
for your convenience.  You can view the new 
page at https://www.lakecountyohiobar.com 
 
More features will be coming soon such as online 
payments for dues, CLE's and events so watch 
the Lake Legal Views! 

and my brother is outside of Philadelphia with his lovely wife and my niece and 
nephew. 
 
How about your mom and dad?  Where they from that area originally? 
My mom grew up in a place called Ashley, Pennsylvania and my dad grew up in 
Mountaintop.  Both are suburbs of Wilkes-Barre – if you can believe Wilkes-Barre 
has suburbs. 
 
What did they do for a living? 
My mom was a homemaker until they bought a restaurant.  The restaurant was simi-
lar to Hellriegel’s and was in a town called Berwick. My mother essentially ran the 
restaurant and bought all the fresh vegetables; made sure all the waitresses had their 
schedules; etc.  My dad was the bartender and also ran the restaurant, but that was 
later in life.  My dad sold windows and doors when I was growing up.  He was a trav-
eling salesman.  He had a pretty big area from the east coast out through Michigan. 
He traveled a lot.  
 
Tell me about your youth…hobbies, things you did.  Any unique experiences? 
Well, here’s another thing you will find hard to believe. I played basketball in high 
school and in college.  I was point guard.  Quite a little basketball player. My college 
didn’t have a formal basketball team but we had basketball. When I was in 10th grade 
I                                          (Continued on page 7) 

mailto:JudgeLucci@LakeCountyOhio.gov
mailto:JudgeLucci@LakeCountyOhio.gov
http://www.lakecountyohiobar.com/
https://www.lakecountyohiobar.com/nicholas-d-laudato
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Judge Harry E. Field 
Willoughby Municipal Court 

Normally, my article for the Lake Legal Views is published in August 
of each year.  Judge Cicconetti was kind enough, upon my request, 
to exchange publication dates.  I wanted to say goodbye close to the 
time my term would end.  I wish to thank him for doing so. 
 
Age restrictions embedded in the Ohio Constitution prohibited me 
from seeking a second term. So it is time to give thanks to all for 
whom thanks is due. 
 
I have been lucky to have practiced in Lake County for forty-five 
years.  In the early days I was able to know and observe some great 
lawyers.  They include, but are not limited to, Lester Donaldson who I 
believe prosecuted prohibition cases and David Freed whose brother 
coined the expression “rock and roll”.  In addition, Lake County al-
ways had great Judges.  Everyone welcomed me to the profession 
and were professional themselves.   Many other great lawyers came 
between then and now. 
 
I believe that is true today as well.  Often times I have heard com-
ments that professionalism has deteriorated over time. Since I have 
been a magistrate and now Judge, I have seen many lawyers come 
before me during my years in Court.  Actually, I have to say that I 
have not had an incident where I felt that any attorney was profes-
sionally out of rule.  A few may have approached the outer limits of 
advocacy but every lawyer has a different style.   
 
Today young lawyers face greater challenges than I had to face con-
sidering the complexity of the law, a more difficult financial environ-
ment and greater client expectations.  The young lawyers have met 
the challenges and practice positively.  That may be because they 
never knew what it was like to practice in earlier times.  It may also 
be because, in court, they are on their best behavior.  Either way I 
don’t worry about the quality or the future of our attorneys.  
 
Nothing in my life was a greater honor then serving as Judge of the 
Willoughby Municipal Court.  I loved to be part of the debate about 
what the law was and how it was to be applied.  I will miss the discus-
sions and the constant need to stay up to date and be part of the 
legal community.  I won’t miss the administrative responsibilities. 

The position bears a great responsibility.  All the litigants, whether 
involved in civil or criminal cases as Defendants, Plaintiffs or Prose-
cutors, expect to be treated fairly and with respect by the judge and 
staff.   They expect that they will be given an opportunity to be 
heard.  They expect the judge knows the law and is free of bias.  I 
did my best to do that.  
 
I want to thank all of those who supported me in my effort to be-
come judge.  I want to thank every member of my staff.  That in-
cludes my clerk, Lisa Mastrangelo, and everyone in the clerk’s of-
fice, in probation, the bailiff’s office and in administration.  They 
were the persons who made everything work and were my adopted 
family.  I also thank Judge Allen who provided inspiration and guid-
ance to me. 
 
Judge-Elect Cornachio has been active in attending court and dedi-
cating herself to her transition to Judge.  I can tell from my acquaint-
ance with her, that she will be a great Judge when she assumes the 
bench January 1, 2018. 
 
Finally, I wish to announce that the Legal Aid Society will again offer 
its annual seminar free to all attorneys.  The seminar is scheduled 
for November 30, 2017.  It will be held, as in past years, in the Wil-
loughby Municipal Court.  Please reserve the date on your sched-
ule.  I hope you are able to attend and make the seminar a suc-
cess.  Whether you attend the seminar or not you are welcome to 
attend the after seminar event at BRIM Kitchen and Brewery starting 
at 4:30.  BRIM is located directly across from the courthouse.  I will 
be available there to say thank you personally. 
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COURT OF APPEALS OF OHIO RELEASE          ELEVENTH APPELATE DISTRICT 

11 1 High  Street , N.E., Wa rren , OH  44 4 81  As h ta bu la , Gea u ga , La ke, Por ta ge, Tru m bu ll Teleph on e (33 0)67 5 -2 65 0
             Fa cs im ile (3 3 0)67 5 -2 65 5  

Dia n e V. Grend ell, Ju d ge Tim oth y  P. Cann on , Ju d ge  Cy n th ia  Wes tcott Rice, Ju d ge     Th om a s  R. Wrigh t, Ju d ge     Colleen  Ma ry  O’Toole, Jud ge 

  September 5, 2017  R E L E A S E  
 

ASHTABULA  
2016-A-0027  STATE OF OHIO, Plaintiff-Appellee v. JENNIFER L. THO
  MASON, Defendant-Appellant.  
Judgment affirmed. O’Toole, J., concurs in judgment only. See Opinion and 
Judgment Entry. [RICE] (CANNON) (O’TOOLE)  
 CRIMINAL LAW - aggravated possession of drugs; illegal assembly 
 or possession of chemicals for manufacture of drugs; ineffective 
 assistance of counsel; failure to file motion to suppress; exigent cir
 cumstances; R.C. 2933.33(A); odor of methamphetamine; counsel 
 not ineffective; sufficient evidence; manifest weight of the evidence; 
 substance must contain methamphetamine; precursor contained 
 some amount of methamphetamine; constructive possession; suffi
 cient, credible evidence supported conviction.  
 
2016-A-0065  CARRIE M. HYND, Plaintiff-Appellant v. LEVI M.  
  ROESCH, Defendant-Appellee.  
Judgment affirmed in part, reversed in part, and remanded. See Opinion and 
Judgment Entry. [RICE] (CANNON) (WRIGHT)  
 DOMESTIC RELATIONS – mother’s motion to modify parenting time 
 denied; father's motion to modify parental rights and responsibilities 
 granted; parenting time; R.C. 3109.051(D); no abuse of discretion; 
 medical decision making; R.C.3109.04(E)(1)(a); change of circum
 stances; finding must be made by trial court.  
 
GEAUGA  
2017-G-0123  DISCOVER BANK, Plaintiff-Appellee v. JOY L. BENNING
  TON, Defendant-Appellant.  
Appeal dismissed. See Memorandum Opinion and Judgment Entry. [RICE] 
(CANNON) (WRIGHT)  
 APPELLATE REVIEW - R.C. 2505.02; Denial of motion to set aside 
 magistrate’s order is interlocutory; R.C. 2711.02(C) is clear with re
 spect to an order that is final; motion to stay pending arbitration still 
 pending; no final appealable order.  
 
2017-G-0124  FRANCINE KNOP, et al., Plaintiffs-Appellees v. RICHARD 
  DAVET, et al., Defendants-Appellants.  
Appeal dismissed. Grendell, J., concurs in judgment only. See Memorandum 
Opinion and Judgment Entry. [CANNON] (GRENDELL) (WRIGHT)  
 CIVIL - failure to dispose of counterclaim; lack of final, appealable 
 order; counterclaim exceeding the jurisdictional monetary limit of the 
 municipal court.  
 
PORTAGE  
2016-P-0043  DODEKA, L.L.C., Plaintiff-Appellee v. CINDY KEITH, De
  fendant/Third Party Plaintiff-Appellant, RICHARD J. WELT, 
  Third Party Defendant-Appellee.  
Judgment reversed and remanded. O’Toole, J., concurs in judgment only. See 
Opinion and Judgment Entry. [WRIGHT] (CANNON) (O’TOOLE)  
 CONSUMER PROTECTION - action on credit card debt; counter
 claim; improper request for attorney fees; choice-of law provision in 
 credit card agreement; no prior determination that agreement was 
 binding upon defendant; provision unenforceable until determination 
 made; consumer's actual use of credit card; acceptance of agree
 ment.  
 
2016-P-0068  IN RE: L.L.S.  
Judgment affirmed. O’Toole, J., dissents with a Dissenting Opinion. See Opin-
ion and Judgment Entry. [RICE] (GRENDELL) (O’TOOLE)  
 
 
 
 
 

  JUVENILE – legal custody; magistrate’s decision; abuse of discre
 tion; best interests of the children; minor children were removed 
 from Mother’s care, custody, and control; methamphetamine lab in 
 the garage of their residence; unsafe, unstable, and harmful envi
 ronment; GAL reports and recommendations; oral motion to ap
 point new, separate counsel; R.C. 2151.281(H); Juv.R. 4(C); dual 
 appointment existed; no conflict of interest.  
 
2016-P-0069  IN RE: L.M.L.  
Judgment affirmed. Grendell, J., concurs in judgment only with a Concurring 
Opinion. See Opinion and Judgment Entry. [O’TOOLE] (RICE) 
(GRENDELL)  
 JUVENILE – legal custody; magistrate’s decision; abuse of discre
 tion; best interests of the children; minor children were removed 
 from Mother’s care, custody, and control; methamphetamine lab in 
 the garage of their residence; unsafe, unstable, and harmful envi
 ronment; GAL reports and recommendations; oral motion to ap
 point new, separate counsel; R.C. 2151.281(H); Juv.R. 4(C); dual 
 appointment existed; no conflict of interest regarding L.M.L.  
 
TRUMBULL  
2016-T-0102  STATE OF OHIO, Plaintiff-Appellee v. MICHELE  
  RENEE MAYERNIK, Defendant-Appellant.  
Judgment affirmed. See Opinion and Judgment Entry. [RICE] (CANNON) 
(WRIGHT)  
 CRIMINAL LAW - possession of drugs; motion to suppress; traffic 
 stop; passenger; avoiding eye contact; overly nervous; investiga
 tive questioning; suboxone; Miranda; issue forfeited, but for plain 
 error; not in custody; no plain error.  
 
2016-T-0103 &  
2016-T-0104  STATE OF OHIO, Plaintiff-Appellee v. DANIELLE K. 
  MARTIN, Defendant-Appellant.  
Judgment reversed and vacated. Grendell, J., dissents with a Dissenting 
Opinion. See Opinion and Judgment Entry. [RICE] (GRENDELL) 
(O’TOOLE)  
 CRIMINAL LAW - speedy trial; strictly construed against the state; 
 entry on journal; sua sponte; without discussion of reasons; con
 trary to law; speedy trial time elapsed upon date defense counsel 
 filed motion for reconsideration.  
 
2017-T-0015  JUAN RAMONE LOPEZ, a.k.a. EDUARDO BONILLA, 
  Petitioner v. WARDEN, TRUMBULL CORRECTIONAL 
  INSTITUTION, Respondent.  
Petition dismissed. See Memorandum Opinion and Judgment Entry. 
[CANNON] (WRIGHT) (O’TOOLE)  
 ORIGINAL ACTION - writ of habeas corpus; petitioner transferred 
 to different jurisdiction; motion to transfer petition; this court lacks 
 jurisdiction to entertain the petition, transfer venue, or allow peti
 tioner to amend his petition.  
 

RELEASED AUGUST 30, 2017 ASHTABULA  
2017-A-0025  IN THE MATTER OF: B.T., D.T., AND C.T.  
Judgment affirmed. O’Toole, J., concurs with a Concurring Opinion. 
Grendell, J., concurs in judgment only with a Concurring Opinion. See Opin-
ion and Judgment Entry. [WRIGHT] (GRENDELL) (O’TOOLE)  
 TERMINATION PARENTAL RIGHTS - Two-pronged analysis; 
 clear and convincing evidence; children cannot be placed with 
 either parent within a reasonable time; R.C. 2151.414(E)(1) and 
 (4); mother failed to remedy conditions causing removal of chil
 dren from the home; unwillingness to provide a permanent home; 
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 custody to the board is in the best interest of the children.  
 

 September 11, 2017 R E L E A S E  
LAKE  
2017-L-084  STATE OF OHIO ex rel. LONNY BRISTOW, Relator v. 
  DARLENE K. WINDSOR, Respondent.  
Dismissed. See Judgment Entry. (RICE) (GRENDELL) (O’TOOLE)  
 
PORTAGE  
2017-P-0043  STATE OF OHIO, Plaintiff-Appellee v. ROBERT C. 
  HUBBARD, Defendant-Appellant.  
Appeal dismissed. See Judgment Entry. [RICE] (GRENDELL) (O’TOOLE)  
 
TRUMBULL  
2015-T-0121  BRACHA FOUNDATION, et al., Plaintiffs-Appellants v. 
  WARREN STEEL HOLDINGS, LLC, et al., Defendants-
  Appellees.  
Judgment affirmed. Grendell, J., concurs in judgment only; O’Toole, J., dis-
sents with a Dissenting Opinion. See Opinion and Judgment Entry. 
[WRIGHT] (GRENDELL) (O’TOOLE)  
 CORPORATIONS - Internal affairs doctrine; laws of state of incur
 poration control; relationship of corporation to its shareholders; 
 claims based upon conduct occurring outside Ohio; shareholder-
 based claims; direct or derivative; dispute between foreign share
 holders in foreign corporation; interest of Ohio in litigation; not 
 predominate; British Virgin Islands' law; procedure for bringing 
 shareholder derivative claims.  
 
2017-T-0048  DENEEN MANCINI, Plaintiff-Appellant v. CHRISTO
  PHER A. MARUCA, ESQ., Defendant-Appellee.  
Upon consideration and upon recommendation of the Administrative Coun-
sel, the motion is granted, and this appeal is hereby settled and dismissed. 
See Judgment Entry. [RICE] (GRENDELL) (CANNON) 
 
2017-T-0061  STATE OF OHIO ex rel. LONNY BRISTOW, Relator v. 
  DARLENE K. WINDSOR, Respondent.  
Dismissed. See Judgment Entry. (RICE) (GRENDELL) (O’TOOLE)  
 
2017-T-0062  STATE OF OHIO ex rel. ERIC LEE PORTERFIELD, 
  Relator v. JUDGE. W. WYATT MCKAY, Respondent.  
Dismissed. Grendell, J., concurs in judgment only; O’Toole, J., dissents. See 
Judgment Entry. [WRIGHT] (GRENDELL) (O’TOOLE)  
 
2017-T-0066  STATE OF OHIO ex rel. LONNY BRISTOW, Relator v. 
  DARLENE K. WINDSOR, et al., Respondents.  
Dismissed. See Judgment Entry. (RICE) (GRENDELL) (O’TOOLE)  
 
2017-T-0069  STATE OF OHIO ex rel. LONNY BRISTOW, Relator v. 
  DARLENE K. WINDSOR, et al., Respondents.  
Dismissed. See Judgment Entry. (RICE) (GRENDELL) (O’TOOLE) 
 

 September 18, 2017  R E L E A S E  
 
ASHTABULA  
2017-A-0021  STATE OF OHIO ex rel. CHARLES MENTON, Peti
  tioner v. BRIGHAM SLOAN, WARDEN, Respondent.  
Petition denied. See Per Curiam Opinion and Judgment Entry. [RICE] 
(GRENDELL) (CANNON)  
 EXTRAORDINARY WRITS - habeas corpus; due to petitioner's 
 failure to identify his prior habeas filing, his petition is defective; 
 petition is also defective because petitioner failed to attach a com
 plete copy of his sentencing entry to his petition; petitioner's alle
 gation that court lacked subject-matter jurisdiction fails because 
 claims of prosecutorial misconduct, perjured testimony, and an  

COURT OF APPEALS OF OHIO RELEASE   
 
 invalid indictment are not cognizable in habeas corpus because 
 they could have been raised on direct appeal.  
 
 LAKE  
2017-L-089  SANDRA RANKIN, Plaintiff-Appellee/Cross-Appellant v. 
  RICHARD DICKSON, et al., Defendants-Appellants/
  Cross-Appellees.  
Upon consideration and upon recommendation of the Administrative Counsel, 
the motions are granted, and the appeal and cross-appeal are hereby dis-
missed. See Judgment Entry. [RICE] (GRENDELL) (WRIGHT) 
 

 September 25, 2017 R E L E A S E  
 
LAKE  
2017-L-037  STATE OF OHIO, Plaintiff-Appellee v. SHURMALE 
  LAMAR GARNER, Defendant-Appellant.  
Judgment affirmed. See Opinion and Judgment Entry. [GRENDELL] (RICE) 
(CANNON)  
 CIVIL - postconviction petition; pure cocaine; weight of cocaine; 
 void for vagueness; timeliness; R.C. 2953.23(A)(1)(a); res judicata; 
 abuse of discretion; appointed counsel; evidentiary hearing.  
 
2017-L-078  U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, d.b.a. U.S. BANK 
  EQUIPMENT FINANCE, Plaintiff-Appellee v. ZORAN 
  DUJMOVIC, d.b.a. Z & V GRINDING, Defendant- 
  Appellant.  
Upon consideration and upon recommendation of the Administrative Counsel, 
the motion is granted, and the appeal is hereby dismissed. See Judgment 
Entry. [RICE] (WRIGHT) (O’TOOLE)  
 
PORTAGE  
2017-P-0036  STATE OF OHIO, Plaintiff-Appellee v. MARC C. RA
  BATIN, Defendant-Appellant.  
Appeal Dismissed. See Memorandum Opinion and Judgment Entry. 
[O’TOOLE] (GRENDELL) (CANNON)  
 APPELLATE REVIEW - App.R. 4(A); thirty-day rule; untimely ap
 peal; appellant has a remedy under App.R. 5(A) to file an untimely 
 appeal from a criminal judgment. 
 
NEW APPLICANT REPORT 
 

REPORT ON APPLICANTS FOR ADMISSION TO  
THE LAKE COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION 

Pursuant to the by-laws, the Membership Committee reports that the follow-
ing applicants have qualified for membership in the  

Association and the applications have been approved by the committee: 
 

NOVEMBER 
Nicole K. Wilson is a Judicial Staff Attorney in Judge O’Donnell’s office at 
the Lake County Court of Common Pleas in Painesville, OH.  Ms. Wilson 

currently resides in Shaker Heights, OH. 
 

Jason T. Albin is an attorney with Chapman, LLC in Cleveland, OH.  Mr. 
Albin currently resides in Mentor, OH. 

 
Lindsay C. Jones is an attorney with Schraff & King Co., L.P.A. in Wil-

loughby Hills, OH.  Ms. Jones currently resides in Hudson, OH. 
 

David F. Neilsen is an attorney with Carl P. Kasunic, Co., L.P.A. in Wil-
loughby, OH.  Mr. Neilsen resides in Walton Hills, OH.   

       
    Joshua J. Strickland 
    Committee Chairperson 
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 Zophar Warner settled in Painesville in  1818.  He then 
moved to LeRoy Township (Now part of Lake County) in 1819.  In 
February, 1823, he was stabbed and killed by a drunken black smith 
and hunter named Benjamin Wright.  Wright owed Warner money and 
Warner took Wrights firearm for the debt.  This enraged Wright as he 
was no longer able to hunt and make a living. 
 At the time, Lake and Geauga counties were joined as 
Geauga County.  Wright was taken to Chardon and housed in the jail.  
He was indicted on March 26, 1823 by the Grand Jury for Murder, 
Petty Larseny and Assualt and Battery.  Apparently, the prosecutor 
over indicted even then.  The trial began immediately.    The State of 
Ohio was represented by A. Phelps and E. Whittlesey.  “For the de-
fense” was  J.H. Paine and. N.D. Mattoon.  The Painesville Telegraph 
reported that the trial was long and tedious with many witnesses being 
called who made out a “Clear  and simple” case.  At the conclusion of 
two days the case was given to the jury who deliberated for 30 min-
utes and returned a verdict of guilty on all counts. Wright was immedi-
ately sentenced to death by “hanging until dead” on the third Thursday 
of May, 1823.  The prisoner was taken back to the jail to await execu-
tion. There was no appeal or review of the case, the verdict and sen-
tence stood. 
 The Painesville Telegraph reported the proceedings, “During 
the trial the prisoner maintained the greatest calmness and compo-
sure; but a few moments before the jury pronounced their verdict, a 
tear was observed to fall from his eye.  Wright is about 40 years of 
age, and was formerly from Beaver Co. Penn; but came to this county 
when a wilderness.  He has a father and mother living who are rising 
of 70 years of age;, and two or three brothers, all residing in this 
county.  His father was in court during the trial leaning over a staff, and 
seemed to be borne down with age and sarrow, and has the appear-
ance of one wo had seen better days-when the fate of his son known, 
his heart was rent with the most bitter anguish,but manifested an en-
tire resignation, and acknowledged the justness of the sentence. 
 The widow and daughter of the murdered man appeared in 
court dressed in deep mourning as witnesses.  When they came to 
relate the circumstances respecting the murder, every bosom was 
melted with symparthy and compassion, for their misfortunes.  Mrs. 
Warner remained calm, and kept her feelings in perfect subjection 
during her examination.  This lady is much esteemed by her acquaint-
ances-she is left with seven children, the oldest of whom is not  13 
years of age, in quite indignent circumstances; and we are happy to 
say, that  much liberality was displayed in contributions during her stay 
at the county seat, by the judges and members of the bar, and others 
who attended court.” 
 On Thursday, May 21, 1823 a great multitude of citizens as-
sembled outside of the jail to witness the execution.  The Painesville 
Telegraph estimated between four and five thousand people.  More 
would have attended except for the poor condition of the roads in out-
lying districts.   At 8:00 A.M., the prisoner was brought forward from 
the jail by the Sheriff, with several clergy trailing behind.  Wright was 
dressed in a white frock coat, pantaloons and cap.  The prisoner took 
a seat next to the Sheriff and a church service was commenced.  The 
prisoner during this time “appeared much affected and covered his 
face with a red handkerchief.”  The prisoner was then returned to the 
jail to await preparation of the gallows. 

At about 10:00 A.M. a wagon with a coffin on back drew up to the 
jail.  Wright was brought out.  The Sheriff remarked to Wright that “ 
his hour had come and he hoped he had no ill will towards the offi-
cers of government, who had a most painful duty to perform.”  With-
out emotion, Wright replied, “I have no feelings but those of compe-
tency towards the ministers of the law-do your duty.”  Wrights 
mother and brother were in attendance and the mother embraced 
him and told him to “hang  as straight as a steel yard.”  Wright shook 
the hand of the sheriff and began walking behind the wagon to the 
gallows which were about a half mile distant.  It was so located to 
accomodate the lartge crowd.  Immediately a crowd fo friends sur-
rounded Wright and it took the militia guards ten minutes to clear a 
path. As Wright walked, he shook hands of friends and well wishers.   
The fife and drums played the “dead march.” 
 At the gallows, 150 militia formed a hollow square and the 
Sheriff asked Wright if he wanted to prolong his life as long as pos-
sible.  Wright replied, “No-I do not wish to be kept in any suspense-
do your duty..”  He ascended the    The vast crowd hushed into still-
ness..  The sheriff read the warrant then adjusted the rope.  The 
sheriff asked if Wright had any last words to the people. In a trem-
bling voice,  Wright spoke, “It is an unhappy affair that has brought 
me to this place,  and I wish you all to be warned by my fate-I never 
determined in my own mine-(here he paused for  moment, his eyes 
indicating the deepest distress, then adding) to take the life of an y 
human being.”  Wright then requested to sit down for a few minutes.  
A drum was brought for the purpose and Wright sat for a few min-
utes.  He then rose up and shook the hand of the sheriff and the 
sheriff pulled the cap over Wright’s face. 
 The Painesville Telegraph reported “The sheriff then drew 
down the cap over his eyes, and left the scaffold. At ,this awful mo-
ment, Wright seemed greatly agitated, his frame shook, his knees 
tottered, and although that part of his face not covered by the cap 
exhibited no change, yet, it was obvious to a close observer, that his 
mind was filled with the most horrible agony, and that it required a 
wonderful exertion to stand.  It now being five minutes before 11, 
the sheriff raised a hatchet and ,with a single blow, severed the 
rope.”  After 25 minutes, the body was lowered and placed in the 
coffin and taken by relatives for burial in Le Roy Township. He is 
buried on the banks of the Grand River.. Alcohol spirits were much 
evident in the crowd and after the hanging the men repaired to the 
tavern. 
 COMMENT:  Thus ended the saga of the only murder-
hanging in Geauga/Lake  County.  What is interesting is that in 
those early days of justice there were no appeals or review of pro-
ceedings.  The sentence was carried out within three months of the 
sentence.  Everyone felt the evidence was clear and the punishment 
just.  Thank the Mighty that today we take a more enlightened view 
of life and the law.    The death penalty is imposed only after every 
avenue of law is reviewed.  Reading the history of the hanging, 
there were many in the crowd that wished the death penalty had not 
been carried out.  The crime was certainly considered a horrible one 
at the time but it was committed while intoxicated and in a fit of an-
ger.  Wright was a well respected person in his community.  Today, 
the crime would be treated as something less that the death penalty.  
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I started on the girl’s varsity basketball team.  Oh, who would care 
about any of this though?    And, I was also on the swim team so I did 
a lot of sports growing up.  I mean, I still bicycle like a crazy woman. 
 
When I was a senior in high school I was in the junior miss pageant.  
Once again, who would care?  I was very active in my high school 
classes.  I was in the honor guard. I was very…I worked hard at 
school.  I mean, I don’t think I’m as smart as everyone else. I worked 
hard and tried to have good grades, and I did have good grades. 
 
It sounds like you were involved in a number of extra-curricular 
activities. . .  
Yes, I also did stuff in the band and the color guard as well as sports.  
I was also a lifeguard because I was on the swim team.  In the sum-
mers in high school, and throughout college, I worked at the Conyng-
ham Valley Country Club as a lifeguard.  I would come home and 
make some money then go back to school.  
 
Swimming is a really good sport.  You know, I noticed when you in-
terviewed Walt McNamara that he said he wasn’t very athletic.   But 
that is not true.  Walt is a swimmer.  When I belonged to Heisley Rac-
quet Club, Walt was always swimming there. 
 
You still do bicycle quite a bit, right?   
In my adult life I continue to be a very active.  I was always at Heis-
ley, and now at my house I have a spin bike, an elliptical and a tread-
mill, and, of course, my bicycle.  So I still try to be as active as I can.  
I think it is good for our mental health.  As lawyers we go through lots 
of stressful cases and the clients call you all the time.  You get back 
from a day at court and you have 42 messages and emails.  Our job 
is very stressful trying to manage other people’s lives.  Now, as a 
judge, I hear people’s problems all day and children’s problems so I 
think mental health is very important in our jobs and I think it is really 
important that we do something to keep ourselves in good spirits.  I 
think exercise is what does that for me. 
 
How did you end up going to law school? 
I was done with college in three and half years. Then I moved to 
Washington D. C.  I lived on Capitol Hill – twelve blocks behind the 
Capitol.  I took a year off between college and law school and I 
worked for the largest landlord and tenant firm in Washington DC.  
When I got to law school one of the first cases in the real property 
book that I studied was one handled by that same firm.  That year in 
Washington was a very fun year.  Washington was a fascinating 
place to live and a fascinating place to work.  You would go out some 
place and see Tip O’Neill at a restaurant.  You frequently got to meet 
those kinds of people. It was a very fascinating place and I enjoyed 
my year there very much. 
 
Did you go to Marshall? 
Yes.  I had never been to Cleveland before.  I had directions because 
there wasn’t GPS back then, and my directions said to come on 271 
and get off on 322.  It was August 15th.  Somehow I ended up in the 
Feast of the Immaculate Conception Parade and then I turned right to 
get out of the parade, and when you turn right going down Murray Hill  
you can only back around. So I was in the back and I was in the 

Feast of the Immaculate Conception Parade twice.   

Whoever gave me the directions gave me the directions to Case Law 
School.  So I was in front of Case Law School and realized I was in 
the wrong place.  So then I drove all the way down Euclid Avenue to 
Cleveland State.  Back then Euclid Avenue was not a very attractive 
drive.  There was a Holiday Inn there.   I checked into the Holiday Inn 
and went for a swim and then decided I was going to walk around and 
see my new surroundings and start looking for an apartment. There 
was a police man at the front door and when I started to walk out and 
he said, “Where are you going?” I said, “I’m going to start living here in 
the next couple of weeks.”  He said, “Do you want something to eat? If 
so, then go back in the hotel.”  I went back in the hotel, called my mom 
and was crying.  “Mom this place is awful -the police wouldn’t even let 
me walk around.”  Of course, now downtown Cleveland is so much 
different than 1979. 
 
Did you work while in law school?   
My second year of law school I saw an ad on the law school job board 
for a law clerk position in Painesville and I drove out here an hour 
early and sat in the park in front of the New Market Mall which is now 
Victoria Place. I sat in Veteran’s Park and thought what a beautiful 
little town.  I was living in Shaker Square at that time.  At any rate, I 
ended up getting the job which was at the Lake County Public De-
fender’s Office.  Paul LaPlante was my boss.  There was this guy 
named Steve LaTourette who was one of the senior staff attorneys 
there. I think the rest is history.  Really, the rest is history.  I learned so 
much.   On Friday (paydays) Paul would take us to Hellriegel’s for 
lunch (he didn’t pay).  All the attorneys went.   We would all pile into 
his big 1975 Lincoln Continental.  After lunch Paul would drive us 
around the county and tell us about crimes and where they happened. 
 
It was so wonderful to learn the history of Lake County and he would 
tell us about the judges and the history of everything. I learned, or I 
should say, we learned a lot that way.  Chuck Grieshammer,  Chuck 
Cichocki, Jim Dugan, Dale Kondas. . .  All those guys.  It was a great 
little office. 
 
Now I’ll tell a funny story that I had forgotten about. My first day at the 
Public Defender’s office was June 16, 1981 and I wanted to impress 
them. I had a little black and white striped suit on and I had a little red 
bow on my white blouse.  I was given the Norwood case to work on.   
It was a very interesting case.   Everybody was working on the Nor-
wood case.  That afternoon, there was a defendant who was arrested 
with pounds of pot and I was sent to the jail to meet with him.  The old 
jail, if you remember, you had to walk the stacks and that was a chal-
lenge with high heels on.  So here I am in high heels and I had never 
been to a jail before.  The attorneys’ room was buried across from the 
maximum security section at the jail.  It was hot and everybody 
smoked.  It was awful.  So, I go in and this young man who had just 
been arrested was still high as a kite.  He was sitting with his head up 
and his eyes were rolling around and I thought what the heck am I 
doing here?  I decided I should leave.  I took my little red bow off, I 
took off my jacket and I rolled my sleeves up and thought, “I’ve got to 
get out of here.”  I got up and went down the little 4 foot hall way and 
tried to open the doors.  They were locked.  That’s what they do at the 
jail –they lock you in.  So, I did the only reasonable thing - I passed 
out. 
 
     (Continued on page 13) 
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LAKE COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION 

FISCAL YTD PROFIT & LOSS STATEMENT 

JUNE 1, 2017 THRU OCTOBER 31, 2017 

 

INCOME 

401-Bar Roster          50.00 

402-Dues                  1,350.00                 

404-Interest Income       323.84 

405-Lake Legal Views Ads                2,206.00 

407-Notary Fees                18,717.00 

408-Referral Fees                     750.00 

409-Weekly Lunch                 2,430.00 

410-Miscellaneous Income      488.73 

412-Golf Outing                21,885.00 

413-Seminar 

              414-Common Pleas Seminar        8,750.00 

 421-Real Estate            1,475.00 

 424-Procrastinator’s Seminar         300.00 

 426-Family Law   90.00 

 441-GAL            1,165.00    

Total 413-Seminar               11,780.00  

416-Law Day                       75.00 

450-Annual Meeting                     775.00 

TOTAL  INCOME               60,830.57 

 

EXPENSE 

601-Accounting Fees                 1,250.00 

604-Bank Charges       539.79 

608-Flowers & Memorials       261.53 

609-Golf Outings                              19,794.39 

611-Employee Retirement                  1,041.67 

613-Insurance-Health                  8,928.92 

620-Law Day                       75.00 

622-Lunch Payments                 2,113.49 

625-Miscellaneous Expense        25.13 

628-Notary Expense       118.86 

631-Office Expense                  1,187.07 

634-Office Supplies                     763.95 

637-Payroll Taxes                 2,489.60 

639-Postage Machine Rental & Ink                   610.94    

640-Postage                     862.96 

642-Seminars 

 655-Family Law                            108.97 

 656-Procrastinator’s Seminar 25.00 

 657-Real Estate   25.00 

              660-Common Pleas Seminar       3,355.00 

 672-GAL   25.00  

Total 642-Seminars     3,538.97 

643-Yellow Pages                     640.00 

646-Travel Reimbursement                    305.50 

647-Rent                                4.224.90 

648-Telephone                        23.74 

650-Wages                 30,621.32 

662-Website          50.00 

664-Meet Your Judge         25.00 

679-Board Meeting Expense        88.00 

680-Annual Meeting Expense                 1,586.27 

TOTAL EXPENSE                             81,167.78 

 

NET ORDINARY INCOME                           -20,337.21 

 

NET INCOME    $                       -20,337.21 

 

        

 

  FISCAL YTD BLALANCE SHEET 

Fiscal YTD as of  OCTOBER 31, 2017 

 

ASSETS 
Total Current Assets          $              73,987.96 

 

Total Other Assets 

 210-Interest Receivable                                60.75 

 

TOTAL ASSETS          $              74,048.71 

 

LIABILITIES & EQUITY 

Total Current Liabilities          $                 1,934.21 

 

EQUITY 

Retained Earnings          $              92,451.71 

Net Income                        -  20,337.21 

 

TOTAL EQUITY          $              72,114.50 

 

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY    $               74,048.71         

 

SETTLEMENT WEEK 
 

Lake County Common Pleas Court Settlement 
Week:  
DECEMBER 4 - DECEMBER 8, 2017  
 
The Lake County Common Pleas Court’s “Settlement Week” 
reduces judge’s dockets, speeds up the judicial docket for re-
main-ing cases, and provides closure to pending cases through 
the assistance of lawyers who mediate cases pre-selected by 
the Lake County Common Pleas judges.  
 
Attorneys at Reminger Co., LPA have headed up the Settlement 
Week efforts in Lake County for the past 8 years. Settlement 
Week is scheduled for December 4, 2017 through December 8, 
2017. For more information, or to volunteer as a mediator, 
please contact Reminger attorneys Russell J. Meraglio, Jr. at 
rmeraglio@reminger.com or Allison M. McMeechan at  
amcmeechan@reminger.com . 
 

 
CONDOLENCES 
 

The Lake County Bar Association 
extends its deepest condolences to 
the family and friends of Robert La-
Force who passed away on  
November 18, 2017. Thoughts and 
prayers are with the LaForce family 
during their time of grief. 

mailto:rmeraglio@reminger.com
mailto:amcmeechan@reminger.com
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Lake County Attorneys Title Agency, LLC 
 

“Providing exceptional real estate title and settlement services since 2003” 

 

 

 
41 East Erie Street 

Painesville, Ohio 44077 

(440) 357-1901 Tel.     (440) 357-1902 Fax 

baveni@csalawgroup.com 
 

Principals: 

 

Benjamin L. Aveni   Anthony J. Aveni    Paul R. Malchesky 
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BOOK REVIEW 
by: Pa u l Brickn er  
 

Louis D. Brandeis: American Prophet by Jeffrey Rosen 
New Haven, Yale University Press: 246 pages (2016) 
 
 Except for studies of John Marshall, the Great Chief Justice, more books have been published about Louis D. Brandeis than any 
other justice. 
 Brandeis was born in Kentucky to German speaking parents who had immigrated from an area of central Europe that is now part 
Czechoslovakia.  They returned to Europe for a few years during an economic downturn.  Louis attended school in Germany and upon re-
turning to the United States entered Harvard Law School without first attending college. 
 A brilliant student, Brandeis was first in his class.  With Samuel Warren, his class mate and friend, Brandeis authored an article in 
1890 that would have earned him a place in legal history had he never been appointed to the U.S. Supreme Court, “The Right to Privacy” (4 
Harvard Law Review 193).  The right to privacy sounds to modern readers like a right enumerated in the Bill of Rights.  However, it is not 
found in the Constitution.  Brandeis and Warren wrote of the privacy right in common law terms.  It was not until the 1930’s that the Supreme 
Court addressed privacy as a Constitutional right in an opinions by Justice William O. Douglas. 
 This book addresses four main areas of Brandeis’ thinking.  Brandeis, like most trial lawyers, liked to fight.  He attacked bigness in 
business as the “curse of bigness”.  Fighting against a big guy or a big bully is more socially acceptable that fighting a smaller person, institu-
tion or business.  Brandeis attached big banks, describing them as institutions that gathered “Other People’s Money and How the Bankers 
Use It”.  Brandeis noted the importance of states as “laboratories of democracy”.  Professor Rosen notes the importance of Brandeis’ Consti-
tutional thinking as demanded by the social and technological changes of the twentieth century. 
 Jeffersonian ethics played an important role in Brandeis’ thinking.  He writes a chapter on states as laboratories of democracy.  Pro-
fessor Rosen quotes from Brandeis’ opinion in Olmstead.  “The greatest dangers to liberty lurk in insidious encroachment by men of zeal, 
well-meaning but without understanding”.  Rosen suggests that Brandeis wrote “[i]n full prophetic mode”, when he warned against allowing 
states to profit by their own ethical violations. 
  Decency, security, and liberty alike demand that government officials shall be subjected to the same 
   rules of conduct that are commands to the citizen.  In a government of laws, existence of the government will 
   be imperiled if it fails to observe the laws scrupulously.  Our Government is the potent, The omnipresent teacher. 
   For good or for ill, it teaches the whole people by its example. 
 In a final chapter, Rosen writes about the perfect citizen in the perfect state.  He writes of Brandeis’ interest in and support for Zion-
ism.  This was an unlikely interest, since Brandeis had received little religious instruction as a child.  As an attorney, Brandeis had repre-
sented Eastern European garment workers in New York City. 
 Brandeis has had an important influence on the thinking of current Supreme Court justices and on the development of the law in 
general.  Professor Rosen’s book is a short one, but it is both scholarly and insightful.  It is well worth reading, although it is not an easy read. 
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Note  o f Appre c iat ion  

 
Dear Members of the Lake Bar Association, 
 
On behalf of the family of Werner Barthol, I would like to thank all of you for your support in making our recent Memorial Scholarship Fund-
raiser held at the Hungarian Culture Club on November 7 an incredibly successful event. Your kindness and generosity in remembering my 
brother is deeply appreciated. 
 
As you are aware, the scholarship will be awarded to deserving law students at Cleveland-Marshall College of Law from Lake County who 
have demonstrated community service and shown an interest in public service. To create a fully-funded endowment in honor of Werner, we 
must raise $25,000.00. To date, your generous donations, along with others, have raised nearly $22,000.00. Once we reach the $25,000 
goal, $2,500 will be awarded annually to a deserving Lake County law student. Werner would be humbled and honored by our efforts to 
create this scholarship in his memory to help support a new generation of law students. 
 
If you were unable to attend our scholarship fundraiser or if you would like to make a donation, you may still do so online at csulaw.org/donate 
Werner G. Barthol Endowed Scholarship Fund or mail a check to the Cleveland-Marshall College of Law, at 2121 Euclid Avenue, LB 138, 
Cleveland, Ohio 44115 made payable to Cleveland-Marshall College of Law (Memo “Barthol”.) Cleveland-Marshall College of Law is a regis-
tered IRS 501(c)(3) organization and your donation will be 100% tax deductible. Again, on behalf of the Barthol family, I graciously thank you 
for your consideration and continued support. 
 
Warmest wishes for a happy holiday season, 
 
Anita Barthol Staley, Esq. 
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PRESIDENT’S COLUMN (Continued from page 7) 

course, there was LaTourette taking a drag on his cigarette and blinking.   
He always blinked when he had his glasses on.  That’s why I called him 
Blinky.  You know that, you worked for him too. 
 
He took a drag of his cigarette and looked down at the floor. “Are you all 
right?” I was so embarrassed.  I thought they would fire me.  I didn’t 
have lunch because I wanted to impress everybody. 
 
Regardless, you stuck around and started your career as a lawyer 
with the Public Defender’s Office, right?  
Yes.   Paul hired me full time and I made $10,000.00.  After my 6 month 
probation I got a raise to $11,000.00. 
 
How long did you then stay at the Public Defender’s Office? 
I was there 6 years and then in 1988, that guy LaTourette decided he 
was going to run for prosecutor against a guy named Cicconetti.  Rick 
Collins – now Judge Collins - was the numbers guy for LaTourette.  He 
knew where to walk and how much.  I was in charge of the fundraising.  
We thought we were just in heaven having a champagne brunch at Pine 
Ridge Country Club and it was $100.00/person.  Back then $100 was a 
lot of money.  I sat at the gate collecting all the money and then went 
into the ladies room after all the money was collected.  I went out to 
Steve and said, “We made $10,000.00!”  It was so much fun. 
 
The day he won he said, “You have to come and work for me.”  By that 
time I had left the public defender’s office and Sandy Dray, Ed Powers 
and I were partners.  We were together for 10 years.   I still had my pri-
vate practice but Sandy and I went to work for Steve and we were in 
charge of the sex crimes unit. 
 
How long did you do that? 
Three years, but it was in connection with also being in private  

12 

The meeting was called to order at Pub Frato in Concord Twp. at 
12:08 pm by President Brandon Dynes. 
 
In attendance were: President Brandon Dynes, Vice President 
Paul Malchesky, Treasurer Michael Germano, Secretary Joshua 
Strickland, Past President Darya Klammer, Trustee Anna Parise, 
Trustee Lori Kilpeck, Trustee Robert Simpson, Dist. 18 Board of 
Governors Representative Stuart Cordell and Executive Director 
Ruth Ann Shultz.  A quorum was present.  Guests in attendance 
were: Gary Zeid, Golf Committee Chairman; Ann Bergen, Bar 
Assn. Counsel; and, for part of the time, Assn. Past President 
Randy Klammer. 
 
A Motion was made by Mr. Malchesky and seconded by Mr. 
Strickland to approve the minutes of the Executive Committee’s 
meeting for September 8, 2017 with amendments as discussed.  
The Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Treasurer Mr. Germano provided his report on the Association’s 
financials.  Increased revenues were noted and appreciated.  
Things are looking good.  It was Moved by Mr. Malchesky and 
seconded by Mr. Strickland to accept the Financial report.  The 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
The Committee turned to Bar Association Counsel, Ms. Bergen, 
for her report from the Unauthorized Practice of Law Committee.  
The Executive Committee received her report and after spirited 
discussion agreed with her recommendation to refer the dis-
cussed case to the OSBA for further proceedings in conjunction 
with like cases.  Ms. Bergen then departed. 
 
The Committee then turned to Old Business.  First to a discus-
sion on social events that are currently under discussion includ-
ing a holiday/new lawyers party, a gala event to benefit the Lake 
Co. Bar Foundation, and a ski trip combined with CLE.  Second, 
a report from President Dynes on the continuing issues with the 
Grievance Committee was made noting that the previous issues 
appear resolved.  Third, the letter of engagement for our current 
accountants Heiser & Co which was tabled in September.   
 
A Motion was made by Mr. Malchesky and seconded by Mr. Ger-
mano to approve engaging Heiser & Co. for the next fiscal year.  
Fourth, the efforts of the Young Lawyer’s Committee led by Joe 
Cindric was held including the committee’s recommendation that 
the Executive Committee consider taking steps to provide for a 
no cost law student membership in the Association.  It was noted 
that this would have to be undertaken at the Annual Meeting or a 
special meeting called for that purpose. 
 
The Committee then turned to new business.  A discussion was 
held on the Association’s golf outing from August.  Mr. Zeid pro-
vided his report on the outing which was a success and made a 
modest amount of money for the Association.  Mr. Zeid was 
thanked for his and his committee’s continuing service putting on 
the outing.  A discussion was held on the golf outing including 
the expenses, cost, and the goals of the event.  The Executive 
Committee provided input for the Golf Committee to consider.   
 

 A discussion was held regarding a request of the Association for dona-
tions to a scholarship fund being established in the name of Werner 
Barthol.  The Committee supports the establishment of the scholarship 
fund, but believes that the Lake County Bar Foundation is where this 
request should be made as the Association’s charitable arm.  President 
Dynes agreed to take the lead on bringing the request to the Founda-
tion.  The Committee then entertained a proposal to undertake doing an 
Association pictorial directory as it has been many years since the last 
directory was done.  A proposal was made for Skip’s Photography to 
undertake photographing the members of the bar and creating a com-
posite picture of the membership.  A Motion to approve Skip’s proposal 
was made by Mr. Strickland and seconded by Mr. Malchesky.  The Mo-
tion passed unanimously; however, it was agreed that the timing of 
such photography should be undertaken next spring rather than during 
the winter. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:17 pm.  The next meeting is scheduled 
for November 17th at Noon at Pub Frato in Concord Township. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Joshua J. Strickland, Secretary 
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practice.  I had a little stint with the Ohio Attorney General’s Office 
too.  Betty Montgomery called me.  I think Steve had something to do 
with Betty Montgomery calling me because she had just been elected 
in 1995.  In the spring of 1995 I got a call at my private office and 
Pammy our secretary said, “The Attorney General is on the phone.”  
Naturally, I stood up.  Of course she couldn’t see me but I stood up 
because the Attorney General is calling.  She said, “Karen this is 
Betty Montgomery. Can you come to Akron to meet me?”  I said, 
“Well, sure.”   I ran home to put a suit on and ran to Akron to meet 
her.   I met her at Maureen O’Connor’s office. Chief Justice O’Connor 
was the prosecutor for Summit County then.  She was meeting with 
Prosecutor O’Connor and after that meeting I met the Attorney Gen-
eral.  She offered me a chance to work for her in the Cleveland office 
of the Attorney General.  I was there from 1995 to 2000. 
 
What position did you hold with the Attorney General’s office?   
I was the Deputy Attorney General in charge of the Cleveland office.  
We handled 18 counties in Northeast Ohio from death penalty work 
to worker’s comp to consumer protection.  That was a really intellec-
tually inspiring job. There was so much going on because you repre-
sent all of the state agencies and all the boards and commissions. 
When the Cleveland Browns left, the state stepped in and was part of 
that litigation, so that was a very interesting time.   I remember going 
into the courtroom and there were the two sides:  Art Modell v. the 
Mayor and his people.  It was very fascinating. 
 
How was it working on the sex crime cases?  That had to be 
very difficult. 
It was but I very much enjoyed doing the sexual assault cases be-
cause I was helping children.  I did a lot of cases where children were 
sexually assaulted. I got a lot of satisfaction being able to say to chil-
dren that isn’t going to happen to you again. That kind of became my 
specialty but then I went back into private practice full time and did a 
lot of work here in Juvenile Court. I represented hundreds of children 
as Guardian ad Litem and that is also very, very rewarding. 
 
What did you do next?  
Then I ran for this job.  I knocked on 25,000 doors starting with the 
primary in February when there was snow on the ground.  We would 
drive and then I would get out of the car.  People in Concord don’t 
shovel their front walks, did you know that? That’s because they all 
have big garage doors and they go in through their garage.   So, I 
would knock on doors and go up the driveways.   I wasn’t going to 
the back doors because I didn’t think that was proper - especially in 
Concord during the primary season. 
 
Tell me a bit about your experience here, good and bad, highs 
and lows: 
There are wonderful people who work in the Lake County Juvenile 
Court.  They deeply, deeply care about the youth of our county. They 
deeply care, and so do I, about making a difference for our youth.  
Frank Weiss used to say “you turned the place upside down” and I 
think that was a good thing.  When I came here Frank was my right 
hand. I told him he couldn’t retire, but he did anyway.   He had been 
in the county for 30 years. If you could retire at 58, why wouldn’t you. 
He is now having the time of his life. I miss him dearly. He was the 
guru of juvenile law, without a doubt.  But he was kind enough to stay  
 

enough years so I could get on my feet.  It was a pleasure to work 

with Frank. But we have a good, good crew here. 

Education has become my priority.  We have children that are in our 
detention center or in our alternative school that are actually getting 
enough credits to graduate from their home school. It’s not a baby 
sitting service. We are educating children. Some of them have come 
back and said to me, “Thanks for making me do that.”  We’ve devel-
oped programs, like the ICR (Intensive Community Rehabilitation) 
program where we are actually engaging in individual therapy, and 
family therapy, and group therapy with kids who have committed 
felonies.  We teach them a forward thinking program, where they 
learn victim awareness, responsible behavior, what got them here, 
and those kinds of things.  Most of our kids have parents that don’t 
care, or mental health problems or substance abuse problems.  I 
find that if you take the drugs out of the kid you get your kid back. 
 
What do you see as your biggest challenge? 
The heroin epidemic. It’s mostly the parents.  I had one a couple of 
months ago where mom and dad were both heroin addicts.  Mom 
and dad shot up in the hospital bed where the baby was just born. I 
had two permanent custody cases last Thursday - two in one day, 
where you are permanently divesting parents of their rights as par-
ents. Both cases were heroin.  One mom was deceased.  Mom 
started the case. Mom died of a heroin over dose about 4 months 
ago. Dad was in prison.  The children went to the permanent cus-
tody of the Lake County Department of Job & Family Services. 
 
What has your greatest success been as a lawyer and/or as a 
judge? 
The State of Ohio vs. the Lundgrens. 
 
I was scheduled for back surgery in January and that’s when they 
found the bodies.  The first trial was Alice.  It was in front of Judge 
Mitrovich.  I don’t know how it happened but all my major trials were 
always with Judge Mitrovich.  Jeff Lundgren was scheduled the next 
month in front of Judge Parks, and Steve was trying that.   But, I 
remember opening the door to his office when they found the bodies 
and telling him, “I want the wife,” and I closed the door. 
 
I had a rape trial a couple weeks before; it was a very hectic time.  
Working, working all the time.  It was quite an interesting and fasci-
nating case, because it had every aspect you could imagine in a 
trial.  I remember the picture of Mrs. Avery with the tape around her 
mouth.  You could see that her mouth was open. It was just horrific. 
Then the coroner from Cuyahoga County brought the body bags in 
and the stench was unbelievable. God rest his soul, Chief Yarbor-
ough brought a paper bag with him that day and he put it under the 
trial table.  I thought to myself, “Why would he bring his lunch with 
him?”  The stench was so overwhelming and the judge had the bail-
iff, Mr. Gibson, the gentleman bailiff, open the windows to the court-
room. The Chief grabbed my hand and put a tissue in my hand.  He 
said, “Keep it by your nose.”  No one could see that there was Vicks 
on that napkin. 
 
I will never forget those photos. I will never forget those photos 
for the rest of my life. 
                 (Continued on page 15) 
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30th Annual Accredited CLE Update 

8 Hours of CLE – including Professionalism requirement 

10 Speakers  -  1 Day  

Friday, December 15, 2017 

Presented by 

        

Scheduled Presenters to Include: 
Judge William O’Neill - Ohio Supreme Court 

Judge Mark Bartolotta - Lake County Probate Court 

Judge Eugene Lucci - Lake County Court of Common Pleas 

Judge John O’Donnell - Lake County Court of Common Pleas 

Randy Carver, RJFS Registered Principal 

 

Time: Registration & Breakfast 7:00 am – 8:00 am  
Presentations 8:00 am – 5:30 pm 

Place: LaMalfa Conference Center – Heisley Rd. Mentor OH 

Tuition is $225 in advance or $285 at the door subject to space being available.  
Tuition includes: breakfast, lunch and all materials 

To reserve space email: Darlene.Hanus@raymondjames.com  or phone (440) 
974-0808 

More information available at www.accreditedcle.com  

Carver Financial Services Inc. 
7473 Center St.   Mentor OH    44060 

Securities offered through Raymond James Financial Services, Inc. Member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advisory services are offered through Raymond 

James Financial Services Advisors, Inc. Carver Financial Services, Inc. is not a registered broker/dealer and is independent of Raymond James 

Financial Services. 

 
 

The opinions and services of the speakers and entities at the event are independent of Raymond James. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
DECEMBER 
1st GAL Seminar,  
2nd Notary Test, 10:00 a.m. at Lakeland Community College - Bldg T, Room 129 
 Procrastinator’s Seminar, 8:00 a.m. at Hellriegel’s Inn, Painesville, OH 
4-8 Settlement Week 
7th Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day 
8th Executive Committee Board Meeting, 12 noon at Pub Frato in Concord, OH 
12th HANUKKAH 
19th Real Estate Committee Meeting, 8:00 a.m. at 41 E. Erie St. in Painesville, OH 
20th Deadline for LAKE LEGAL VIEWS 
21st Grievance Committee Meeting, 8:00 a.m. Second Floor Courthouse West Annex 
25th CHRISTMAS - Courthouse Closed 
 
JANUARY 
1st NEW YEAR’S DAY - Courthouse Closed 
6th Notary Test, 10:00 a.m. at Lakeland Community College - Bldg T, Room 129 
12th Executive Committee Board Meeting, 12 noon at Pub Frato in Concord, OH 
15th MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DAY - Courthouse Closed 
16th Real Estate Committee Meeting, 8:00 a.m. at 41 E. Erie St. in Painesville, OH 
18th Grievance Committee Meeting, 8:00 a.m. Second Floor Courthouse West Annex 
19th Deadline for LAKE LEGAL VIEWS 
25th Probate Committee Meeting, 8:00 a.m. at Perkins in Painesville, OH 
31st Lunch Forum, 11:00 a.m. at Hellriegel’s Inn in Painesville, OH “Professional Conduct” DVD 
 Pro Se Clinic in Domestic Relations Courtroom 9:00 - 12:00 noon 
 

 

 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRESIDENT’S COLUMN 
(Con clu d ed  from  pa ge 13 ) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPECIAL INTEREST 
 

LUNCH FORUM 
“Professional Conduct” 

Wednesday January 31, 2018 
Hellriegel’s Inn 

1840 Mentor Avenue 
Painesville, OH  44077 

LEGAL PROCESS &  

LOCATOR SERVICES 

   ——————————— 
Experienced -  Attorney Referrals 

 

Daniel F. Ponstingle 

8373 Mentor Avenue 

Mentor, Ohio 

(216)255-3325 

How could you? How could you? They are ingrained like imprints in 
your mind.  I won’t ever forget them.  I know there is a picture in the 
Prosecutor’s office, and there’s a picture on my wall …look at that 
team of people.  John O’Donnell has dark hair, Mike Murray has dark 
hair. It substantially affected all of us, and if you look at all of those 
people: Judge Collins is a judge, Steve became our Congressman, 
Karen Kowall is the Chief Assistant at the Prosecutor’s Office, John 
O’Donnell is a judge.  Everybody who was involved in that case, we 
all had connections to LaTourette. He kept those connections until he 
died. 
 
The Lundgren case was national news, and then there was a book 
written.  A couple of books that were written.  I think that is the big-
gest case of my career, but the most important work I have ever done 
is right here at Lake County Juvenile Court.  To see a child that has 
turned their life around that was involved in drugs, or alcohol and 
they beat that addiction.  Or they have been taught to manage their 
mental health issues, to become successful in our society, just 
makes you smile.  If I can touch one, or change one, that makes it all 
worthwhile.  It makes the bad times good.  We always have to have a 
little bit of levity around here because lots of the things you do are 
really sad. 
 
There have been a lot of changes in the practice of law.  What do 
you miss? 
I miss seeing the gentlemen and gentlewomen lawyers.  The Joe 
Gibson’s of the world.  Jim Hackenberg, Walt McNamara, Al Purola - 
all of those people, when I started practicing, they all had respect for 
each other. They had respect for each other.  I see some times, es-
pecially in the family practice, lawyers aren’t very nice to each other. 

What advice do you have for young lawyers?   
I tell them all to be prepared and be on time.  There are a lot of smart 
young people out there.  Joanne Sommers was far before her time in 
that she was one of the first women lawyers in our county.  She used 
to have a bumper sticker on her car, and she gave one to me one time 
which said, “Treat each other with civility.”  I think that should be a 
motto that we, as lawyers, and I think as an older lawyer and now as a 
judge, I think we have some responsibility to the younger members of 
the bar to tell stories, and tell the history. 
 
It must be very hard to come home each night and put the day 
behind you after seeing what you see.   
It’s driving.  You know you are helping.  It’s not about making money, 
it’s about helping. 
 
Thank you for giving me the time to interview you. 

This has been fun.  Telling stories is fun.  It’s not about me, it’s about 

the stories. 
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Lake County Bar Association 

Courthouse West Annex 

25 North Park Place 

Painesville, Ohio  44077 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

God Bless America & 

Protect Our Troops 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
OFFICE SPACE  

 

TWO OFFICES AVAILABLE IN MENTOR 
AT CARRABINE & REARDON 

EXPENSE SHARING ARRANGEMENT  
IS NEGOTIABLE; GREAT LOCATION 

CONTACT JIM REARDON 
(440) 974-9911 
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DAVID C. BENEDICT, PRESIDENT 
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NOTES OF THANKS 
 

Brandon, Officers and Association, 
 
Thank you so much for the beautiful plants sent in honor of our son, Ryan.  Please know 
that it touched us deeply. 
 
The support we’ve received from the bar association members has been overwhelming.  
We are grateful and blessed to have so many good friends during this difficult time.  
Please keep us in your prayers. God Bless you. 
 
Russ & Lynne 
 
Lake County Bar Staff, 
 
Your kind expression of sympathy is deeply appreciated and gratefully acknowledged by 
The Brassell & Farrell Families. Thank you! 
 
To Lake County Bar Association, 
 
Our families would like to thank you for your donation to the Alzheimers Association in 
memory of our mother, Mildred Morrison.  It is greatly appreciated. 
 
Sincerely, 
The Morrison, Deutsch & Steinberger Families 


